SS 


Paes 


as 


OEE, 


RE ITO 


me 


3 1111 01510 5941 


M. Philpott (Greeves) at Ramsgate Speedway, May 1963. ©Mortons Archive 


This small outfitter shop was 
founded in around 1896 at 124 


_ Great Portland St., London, run .. 


by David Lewis Isaacs and his wife 


Hannah; the founders named it as 


- “D. Lewis.” — Much later in its 


life this store would become very 


well known as a Motorcyclist’s 


Paradise, producing the Aviakit 
and Lewis Leathers brands. 
18064, OD KYO [FL— he 
RD > Bi!) 124% Hb) (oD ey bh 


dh 2U Casge LERITPY 


R-~+ YR Vee A So aREOT 
Ey KE WIR . PA Hy IREBON 


LHld D+ 4 2) ESMUELE, Z 


LUMEN ROIOSORR IL 
{PY bh). bt Xs LY— om); CU 


4 


DKAENAUY HID: FILER 
RO SKE CAMELS ¥. 


Entering the 1920s, the D. Lewis Store’ ekietdie ever: 


_ busier in their supply. of clothing to airmen. It also. ., vs 


attracted many lady customers such as putes 
5 (See pages 62- 63), Jean. Batten, and Mary Morris 
Zo Davies (see pape ee POS 
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Like the early aviators, auto racers wore one-piece 
suits, helmets and goggles and had also proved to be 
good customers at the D. Lewis shop since the 1920s. 
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Tim Birkin wearing D. Lewis’ No. 206 Motoring Helmet, 1930s. 


Women Competitors at Crystal Palace Speedway, April 1934. 
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TT Racers, 1920s. ©Mortons Archive 
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: Having earned good sales from the supply of aviation 


and motoring kit after WWI, the next target for D. 
Lewis became the motorcyclist as more and more 
of these intrepid two-wheelers visited the street. - 
D. Lewis first produced high-speed clothing for - 
competition motorcyclists as early as 1926. 
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for Air) and J.W. Allan (Flight LT. Dy at Radlett Aerodrome, 


(Left to Right) A. V. Harvey ae Commodore), The Hon. Geor: 


1 April 1955. 
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ge Ward (Under Secretary of State 


After WWI, the D. Lewis store 
continued supplying a variety of 


= flying suits, coats and equipment . 
~ to the R-A.F., its White F lying 
Suits were still one of the best- 


selling i items and were also 
adopted by the Swedish Air Force. 
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Geoff Duke Cleft), John Surtees (ce 


\ oes 5 ie 
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ntre) and Bob Brown (right), Ulster GP, 8 A 


Around 1957 when this poster- 

style catalogue was released, D. 

__ Lewis began to promote its 
Aviakit brand strongly to 

~ motorcyclists, the catalogue cover 
featured an instantly recognisable 
hero from the mid-1950s circuit: 
John Surtees! 
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©Mortons Archive’ ~ Cover of D. Lewis Poster-Catalogue, circa 1957. 
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Young Mike Hailwood standing on the 
starting grid in 1958. What a cool photo this 
is!! Researching hundreds of old photos 

' in many archives, Derek and I wanted 

to use this image for the front cover, but 
unfortunately the photographer’s name 
couldn’t be found, if you know by whom it 
_ was taken, please contact us at: rinstudios@ 


aol.com 
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Mike Hailwood, Aberdare Park Race Circuit, 23, Aug. 1958. ES so ae 5 
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A young Facer snapped in 1965 wearing © 
’ aperfectly fitting one-piece racing suit, 
. < riding: boots,. crash, helmet and aviator 
~. goggles by! D, Lewis. This y was ; the BRITISH : 
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(Previous Page) In the 
rain...... Waterproofing 


is a necessity for every 
motorcyclist in the UK, and: 
the D. Lewis shop had been 
supplying various rain-guard 
jackets and coats since it’s 
opening in the 1890s. This 
rider is wearing a Nomad suit. 
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*~ Well- -known actress Suzy 
Kendall during the mid-. 
1960s wearing a Bronx jacket. 
by D. Lewis. The Bronx was ee 

d the best- -selling model which 
NS, all young Rockers aspired to. 
own; | this included dasy riders, 
: too. ; 
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Dedication 


Dedicated to the many fans of Lewis Leathers all around the 
world...The company’s 125-year brand history had been clouded 
in mystery for decades, but the huge passion and love of Lewis 
Leathers enthusiasts have helped me clear up many questions about 

. Sgn a Sans : : fe 
the company’s never ending story. This is a giant step in the study 
of British motorcycle fashion history! I, as the author, hope that 
this book will inspire future young people to share my fascination 


with such a cool British leather jacket world. —-.Rin Tanaka 


Dave Simmonds (left) and Dieter Braun (right), Belgian Grand Prix, 6 July 1969. ©Mortons Archive 
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YOUR REF: 
OUR REF: 


D. LEWIS LTD. 


124, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 


TELEPHONE: 


MUSEUM 4314 (2 LINES) 


AVIAKIT 


WHOLESALE DIVISION 


TELEGRAMS: AVIAKIT 


WESDO LONDON 


Foreword by Derek Harris (Director of Lewis Leathers Ltd.) 


Welcome to the world of Lewis Leathers, the items you 
see here are part of a collection which has taken 25 years 
to put together. What initially began as a research project 
for the company in 1991 quickly became a passion as I 
began to notice the way the leather jackets had evolved for 
reasons of both practicality and style. As well as jackets, I 
also collected old catalogues and advertisements for any 
clues on the history of the garments and this in turn led to 
an interest in the history of the company itself along with 
the people who had built it over the years. 

I clearly remember one day at a book fair, flipping 
through a 1929 copy of Flight magazine where I spotted 
an advert for Flying & Motoring Kit by D. Lewis Ltd, this 
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was news to me and a new avenue of research opened up. 
What you have here are is a truthful portrayal of an 
iconic British brand, all of the products are ours, the 
photographs of motorists, aviators and motorcyclists are 
not generic, they were carefully selected for the fact that 
the people featured are all wearing our clothing. 
We have intentionally kept the text to a minimum so 
as to allow more space for the garments which, we feel, 
speak volumes in themselves. 
Lastly, we have included a section of previously 
unpublished colour photographs from the Rocker era, 
which show many of our products in a real-life scenario, 
special thanks go to John Keeble for sharing. 
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BRITAIN’S OLDEST 
MOTORCYCLE CLOTHIER 
EST’D 1892 


COSTUMES MADE 
STAGE AND'SCREEN 


Tel:,020 7636 4314 


OUTFITTERS 


The new Lewis Leathers shop 
opened in the West End of London 
in 2009. Like the old D. Lewis 
store of the 1960s, it stocks many 
own-branded items; hundreds 

of leather jackets, gloves, boots, 
belts, t-shirts...and accessories, 
too! Many vintage jatkets are also 
on display, like a museum. Don’t 


miss it on your next London visit! 


2009 ULL A+ LH¥-A) POYE 
LOYLAK- LV cg! 19604 
KO (DIU AY DEDIC, Alls 
RUDY ery beRM, FA-TFle7 
Uke 177 4UTHEX 
BV 7etU-€SBICMH HA CWE 
Gia So DlenY fen YT 
hDbBMF 1 ATLA ENTH!), ES 
(Cx — YEO Coo BeAr ete 
AN ERtSAVLE< ! 


Introduction 


mous Street Celebrates its Fortieth Anniversary as the Centre of Motordom Sire RG 
; Page from Autocar Magazine, 24 Feb. 1933. : = < BS : : 
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Old Postcard “Great Portland Street, W.,” 1921-1922. 


From an old postcard: “Great 
Portland St.,” circa 1921-1922. 
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4 Bo ey pues pats Ge L area to open their new showrooms 
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Greeting fron the West End of London... by Rin Tanaka 


J am: looking Sie a:store that’s: seins rea British: made 
motorcycle jackets...” (' 


If you asked true London locals where to bod suele astore, they ee 
would have kindly given you the best tip: “Go to Great Portland 


Street! The store’s name is D. Lewis Ltd., producing Lewis — 


Leathers products. ”. Such a local recommendation: rang true ct eee 
Bi ¢U CHIN TUE Le BNL BL D> WHA) NTE YAZDARS 


many British and European motorcyclists from the 1930s to 

the 1980s, but the store “closed” in 1993... I wanted to have a 
look around and be able t6 smell inside the original shop! You, : 
worldwide leather-jacket freaks, may share the same es! and 
dream... ~~: Pe. : 


Lewis Leathers had et asa Wholesale hast 1993, "The Sol ‘ 
“news was that wholesale orders had increased year by year since 


the early 1990s. In those times, Richard Lyon, a business i investor, 
had owned the “Lewis Leathers” brand. And then, Derek Harris 


(a best-“leather jacket friend” of mine from London) took over, Se 


the new ownership i in 2003 and he re- -opened the “Lewis cater’ 
shop at 3-5 Whitfield St, London i in 2009. This new address is not 


the legend i is, back ‘on the street!! i 
This new title Lewis Leathers focuses on their 125 =year business. 


history. So;many deca 5 had indeed left so many mysteries for. 


us, and lots of “missing pieces” also had to be found i in this puZie a 3g 
game. No need to worry}! Mr. Richard Lyon chose just the. a 


person to become the new owner: Derek Harris, who has devoted 
his life to Lewis Leathers for over 25 years.He, has Spent many 


years researching details of the history of D. Lewis like Sherlock ams 


Holmes, checking government records of the City of London 
carefully. And finally, his “puzzle game” has cleared v up many 


hens history, you can gain, a great amount of. new. knowledge 2 and 
inspiration about the British leather jacket world, and you may 
also learn a more detailed history. of London’ 'S garment industry 


and youth culture scenes. Moreover, you. will ‘want to ride, or walk a. 


around London wearing your “Lewis Leathers” jacket! Lewis . 


United Kingdom! 
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1900 ©English Heritage 


1953 ©London Metropolitan Archives 
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The D. Lewis shop was located at 124 (D + JLT AZ) (41894 ~1973F EC 
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Great Portland St. from around 1894 to 
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1973. In Sept. 1973, it moved next door 
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1983 ©London Metropolitan Archives 
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1991 ©Lewis Leathers Collection 
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Photographs of the D. Lewis shop from 
the mid 1960s. In 1966, Motor Cycle 
magazine visited with 2 young models on 


a clothing report for their March issue; 

the narrow entrance led to a deep retail 
area full of boots, gloves, jackets and 

“accessories, hundreds of Aviakit and Lewis 

Leathers products were available at this 
‘extraordinary place. The basement was * 
where customers were measured and fitted 
for one-piece suits. On Saturdays the space 
became a hangout for professional racers _ 
from all over the world who gathered to 
chat and soak-up the atmosphere. 
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& ene _ ‘Bill Keating (store m ‘up Mike Evans (Motor @cle magazine staff writer) in the basement of. the-D. Lewis shop, 1967. ©Mortons Archive 
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l The Lewis Isaacs Family 


Around 1896, the first son, David Isaacs probably said something 
like the following: 

“Dad, I will become 20 years old soon. I would like to open my 
own clothing shop...” 

Lewis Isaacs, his father, would have replied: 

“David, do you want to be a CLOTHIER like your mother and 
grandmother?!” 

Lewis Isaacs was a successful general dealer like his father 

“David, I know one good retail property on Great Portland 
Street, the West-End of London. I heard that a furniture shop has 
just closed down......” 

The story of Lewis Leathers originally began over 120 years ago 
around 1892-1896. Their family clothing business was established 
by Lewis Isaacs (1855-1920) and his three young sons. The Isaacs 
family came from a Jewish community in Spitalfields, located in 
the city of London. 

Lewis Isaacs was born in 1855; the 7th of 11 children in his large 
family, the 1861 British Census states that his father David Isaacs 
(1809-1865) was a “sponge dealer,” and his mother Sarah was a 
“clothes dealer.” Later, in the 1890s, Lewis Isaacs and his sons 
entered a new business as “clothiers,” probably influenced by 
Lewis Isaacs’ mother. His wife’s family, the Jones, owned a ladies 
apparel business as well. 

Lewis Isaacs also had many children: a total of 9 with his wife 
Nancy Jones. His 3 sons David, Michael and Nathan were seriously 
interested in the clothing business and had been working hard 
together to make a very strong family company. Lewis Isaacs 
helped his sons mainly with financing the business. The first step 
was that Lewis’ eldest son David Isaacs opened the clothing and 
outfitters shop named “D. Lewis” at 124 Great Portland Street, 
London around 1896. Much later, after the 1950s, this store would 


became well known asa “Motorcyclist's Paradise,” producing the D. 


Lewis/AVIAKIT/Lewis Leathers brands. 
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L = I Below is the Lewis Isaacs’ family tree. The names WI A* PAG YIZRORFARAE). BAMICBAD HT 
ewls Saacs in BOLD letters were the founders, managers or WS Mipldialo (D+ Ib AY. Ns Ya-—YA2y, FLT 
e stockholders of D. Lewis Ltd., N. Jones Ltd. and L. ‘PIG YIAZRG YR) OPED 2 IAMETT. 1890F 
Family Tree Isaacs & Sons Ltd. After WWII, their children and KRRACQLIVI A+ PI y IADFAF A—AlekoTAB 
grandchildren took over the company. The decision —hL, £OBIMHEORE BIL £5 TBH, 1980 Ic 

Courtesy of Roderick Hinkel to sell the family business was taken in 1980. HEARN TH SNZECI TAU -BBPESRMEELE. 


Sarah (Jacobs) 
(1818-1895) 


Lewis S. Isaacs 


(1855-1920) 


David Issacs 
(1809-1965) 


Nancy (Jones) 
(1857-1911) 


Hannah Alfred Sarah 
(Alvarez) (Jones) (Phillips) 
(1879-1955) (1881-19xx) (1882-1965) 


Godfrey Aaron 
(1886-1909) (1890-1907) 


Michael 
(Isaacs) 


(1876-1937) (1878-1929) (1884-1956) 


Ester 
(Mitchell) 


(1885-19XX) 


Elizabeth 
(Phillips) 
(1876-1912) 


Harry 
(Mitchell) 


(1878-1973) (1887-1955) 


Lewis ° N 
(1903-1904) Lewis 
(Ellison) (1904-1998) (1906-19xx) 


(1910-1973) (1903-1987) (1911-2007) 


Esther 
(Bender) 


(1918-2000) 


Nancy 
(1899-19xx) 


Hannah Michael 
(Austin) (Mitchell) 


(1907-2008) 


(1900-1956) 


i ine se apr 
(1904-1982) (1894-1966) 
(1902-1973) (1908-1986) 


(1902-1929) 


(1916-1990) 


Many Philip Clive 
(Warshaw) (1947- ) (1943- ) 
(1931- ) 


David — Geoffrey 
(1932-1979) (1935-2002) 


Aubrey Warshaw 
(1919-1996) 


Jeremy 
(1954- ) 


2 124 Great Portland St. 


The Premises on Great Portland Street provided an ideal retail 
space along with accommodation provided on the first floor. Lewis 
Isaac’s first son, David Isaacs (1876-1937) had moved to the West- 
End of London at around the age of 20 years old. His new address 
was “124 Great Portland Street,” it is likely that his father rented 
this property for his son. 

The shop had a basement and living space was situated on the 1st 
floor. Soon, David started life with his new wife Hannah Phillips, 
working at the shop in the daytime and sleeping upstairs at night; 
they had four children, including third son Godfrey (Lewis) who 
worked as the company’s secretary from the 1930s until his death 
1973. 

Great Portland Street is located very close to Oxford Circus in 
the city centre. Around 1896, the area was becoming increasingly 
busy and held a lot of potential for the new retail business. In 1899, 
David decided to buy a new long-term leasing contract: “74 years 

a ; rede: 
at 340 pounds per year.” Due to heavy inflation, their original 
rental fee had become close to “nothing,” without David’s smart 
decision in 1899, the D. Lewis shop wouldn’t have been able to hold 
the same busy street address until the 1970s. Yes, D. Lewis Ltd. 
had traded at 124 Great Portland St. for over 77 years, which was a 
great accomplishment, indeed! 
PORTLAND ESTATE.—Valuarite long Leaschoid Business 

Premises known a4 1¢4. Great Portland-street, Oxford-circus, 

containing large shoy and basement, Ist floor and batn- 

room. let tosubstaulal tenant for 2] years on lease, at £20 

per Annum; 2d, id, and 4th Moors of 8 rooms in hand, but of 

an eatiméted rental of £140: lense 73 years from October Ll, 


1834, at a ground rent of £56 per Anntm. = Solic tora, 
~ Holton and Co.. 3, Temple-gardens, Temple, E.C. ; ress 


AD from London Standard, 23 Jan. 1899. 


THE PROPERTY MARKET. 


| 
ee 
Yesterdas’s aale list at the Mart, Tokenhouse-rard, eon- | 
‘ tained little beyond the smaller classes of residential pro- 
perty, and though these for the most part met with a very. 
satisfactory reception, the total for the day fell slightly | 
short of £5,000, ‘The most important investment submitted 
during the day was the 74 years lease of a block of busi- 
| ness premises on the Portland Estate known as No. 124, : 
Great Portland-strect. ‘he ground rent on these is £36 | 
perannam, and the estimated letting value £340 a year, but | 
as no offer equal to £1,500 was made the lot waa with- | 
drawn, For some freehold cottage property in the Thorn- | 
ton Heath district there was a good demand, the seven | 


£340a year.” 


KEN TWEET, 


“The Property Market” in The Morning Post, 31 Jan. 1899. 


The Morning Post on 31 January 
1899 described 124 Great Portland 
St. in their “Property Market” 
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article: “submitted 74 years lease, © 
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Street Map of Great Portland St. area, from the 1950s D. Lewis Catalogue. 


3 D. Lewis The Outfitter Shop 


Why D. Lewis? 

When David Isaacs started his new business at 124 Great Portland 
St. in around 1896, he named it “D. Lewis,” not “D. Isaacs.” In 
those days it was common for Jewish people to anglicise their 
business names due to anti-Semitism. In the case of David Isaacs, 
he changed his name to “David Lewis,” taking his father’s first 
name: Lewis. David, however, still held his legal name, “David 
Isaacs” at the time of his death. 

On its opening, the “D. Lewis” shop ran a small advertisement 
in the local newspapers on Novy. 26, 1896 (See below right): “D. 
Lewis: buy cast-off clothes and uniforms......” D. Lewis originally 
dealt with b-class or factory outlet menswear, referred to as “West 
End Misfits.” The shop also purchased used gold, silver and false 
teeth, probably to sell on to clothing dealers in the East End. 

After the turn of the 20th century, the D. Lewis shop began 
to focus more on newly tailored jackets and raincoats. D. Lewis 
entered the new century as a tailor & outfitter shop. 


1696, FEY R= 74 yA et — J OH OH 5 C, (D+ I Zz) 
CUDHBICLELE. GH, BRAD [FEY E- PIFy 7A] CEBRSOEY 
SEDD? EDPSUBOISVAHS Clt AMBER Qt F CHIRALS & 9 
ECA ULTHSKEMIL, DRS U-R-LENKRTST-APIRICAT DN) 
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124 Great Portland St. London, 1900. ©English Heritage 


Here is a street view photo of Great 1900 icheae SNETL—b +> R-bFY BW O 
Portland Street. This old photo was taken Bw, [1248] (cls A-—Y PI— hE SPUCR!) 


in 1900. “D. Lewis’ Outfitter Store” can 
be seen at 124. David Isaacs, the founder, 


$I. D-II A) OBMRPRAET. RBOF 
Ey Bs IbT AILZDEIVO 1 BEER E DAY TZ 
W-ACEYRAEMBEW, S5IC2BOUT 4 


had rented the ground floor, basement and LF AN-ACRHEBS UTE LES OEY 


the 1st floor. Much later, the top floor was ROBB, ROD CaltRlCRHE LED y F 
rented by third son Godfrey Lewis and his A IT AD REM SEU. BOVUP VEE 


wife, Marian. 


CLICBGWET, 


’ = 

AST-OFF CLOTHES.—D. LEWIS (Mr. and Mrs.), of | 
124, Great Portland-street, W., guarantee to give 50 per cent. | 

| more than apy other dealer for all kinds of Ladies’ and Gentlemen s 

| leftoff Clothes, alsu Unitorins, Uld Gold, Silver, Plate, Old Teeth, | 

| &c. Appointments free Cash per return for parcels received. 


Small AD by D. Lewis, The Morning Post, 25 Nov. 1896. 
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4 L. Isaacs & Sons 


Lewis Isaacs was originally a “general dealer” like his father, but 
in the late 1890s he decided to enter the clothing manufacturing 
business. It was just after his first son David (Lewis) opened 
the shop in 1896. His aim was to build a strong family clothing 
business, which included manufacturing, wholesale and retail all 
in one. 

The new company, “L. Isaacs & Sons,” was operated by his 
second son, Michael Isaacs (1878-1929), possibly he learned about 
tailoring methods in his teens. His products were retailed at his 
brothers’ shops: D. Lewis and N. Jones in Birmingham. The factory 
was located near Lewis Isaacs’ father’s address at Houndsditch in 
the East End of London which had been the centre of the used 
clothing trade since the 1400s, with their main products being: 
tailor-made jackets and coats. L. Isaacs & Sons were one of the 
pioneer clothing factories in the London area. 

After father Lewis Isaacs passed away in 1920, Michael took over 
the reins, re-registering it as a Limited Company in 1922. Soon, 
they were making products for the new customers at Gt. Portland 
Street: aviators, motorists and motorcyclists. 


By 1915, “L. Isaacs & Sons” was 
located at 8 Exchange Buildings 


on Cutler Street, Houndsditch. 
The notorious location of the 
“the Houndsditch Murders” of 
1910. 
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xchange Buildings in Cutler St., 1910s. ©Press Association CF 
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I 
ISAACS Lewis of 5 Grosvencr-road Westcliff Essex and of 1 
Exchange-buildings Cutler-street_Houndsditch Middlesex 
widow died 17 June 1920 at 5 Grosyenor-road Adminis- 
tration London 11 September to David Isaacs clothier. 
Effects £13026 3s. 11d. 
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Lewis Isaacs will and probate: DY BURP IRS S 1 CU SBE IB 
MUAKKEWY. LIA: Py IAls 
1920 6 B1I7B ICSE. (EB) + 
David to administer. Lewis Isaacs’s E a EE OAEN Cc 
Roustoaiden Grecotel HBR e BIT So Jo 1920 4 FD 
eS EONAR EO) STEEN AS OCG a OA ae ee, 
amount of money at the time. Ct, , 


Lewis Passed away on 17 June 


1920, leaving his will to eldest son 


5 N. Jones 


Nathan Isaacs to Nathan Jones. 

Lewis Isaacs had one more son who was interested in working 
together in the family business. Nathan Isaacs (1884-1956), 
who was the 4th son of a family with a total of 9 children, he 
initially began working for his elder brothers: David and Michael, 
and around 1914 at the age of 30 years old, he had moved to 
Birmingham to open his first shop: “N. Jones.” — for his business, 
Nathan Isaacs changed his surname -to “Jones,” after his mother’s 
maiden name. 

The N. Jones company was in fact owned and operated by all 
three Isaacs brothers with David, Michael and Nathan equally 
sharing the company stock. Opening more retail shops outside 
London would also be the last job for father Lewis Isaacs. 
Fortunately, Nathan had a great talent for store management, and 
he soon opened six new stores in Sheffield, Liverpool, Nottingham, 
Newcastle-On-Tyne, Coventry, and Middlesbrough. 

Family head Lewis Isaacs had finally finished building his great 
enterprise: the manufacturing factory, a flagship shop in London 
and retail stores in 7 cities. Such hard work had paved the way 
to great successes ahead for his family business but sadly he passed 
away in 1920 and would never see the fruit of the seeds he had 


planted. 

a — wo pee eta aboot 
i*nst, 38TOO | 

t  iaarvoe gobo House Required at once fur three montis. 
| two or tyme bedrooms, one sitting-roum bathroom 


land uss} offices, rent not more than 425. per werk.— 
|| Write Jones, 12% Great Portland-street, Oxford «iret, 
i Tandon, 2395 Se 
_| FTYOUSE Wants to Rant thren hestennree 194 2 14_ 


Small AD by Nathan. Jones, The Nottingham Evening Post, 2 Sep. 1924. 


By 2 Sep. 1924, Nathan Jones was looking 
for a furnished house to rent on a short 
basis in Nottingham. His budget was 42 
shillings. Interestingly, his address is listed 
as “D. Lewis” in London. 
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N. Jones Company Registration 
1914 & 1928. In 1922, N. Jones 
became a “Ltd” company, with 
stock held by the Isaacs brothers: 
David, Michael and Nathan. 
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R.B.N, Cert. 2 


No. of Certieate 
257319, 


REGISTRATION OF BUSINESS NAMES ACT, 1916. 


be. 
dee Bs No of Gerlfiate 
mo lees 


REGISTRATION OF BUSINESS NAMES AGT, 1916, 


s . 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION, 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION. 


T hereby certify wat a statement I hereby certify that o Statement 


of particulars furnished by 


of particulars furnished by — fl feos. re 
Devi¢ Ipence, Wichse) Iesscn and Nathan Jones 


f 3 dn the business nese 
a soo ft Brn men ghar 
of /A_ J fcuk — eS Sth ghia tre, J eaeer: 


pursuant to Sections 3 and 4 of the above-mentioned Act was of;- 19, Spleenl street, Firsinghas, 


rogistor 2° day of thay _r01\) 


pursuant to Sections 3 and 4 of the above-mentioned Act 
Dan ee Gay, of Ela was registered-on the 26th. day of yenuaxy..1928, 


Dated this Stat day of January, 1928, 


VII, RIF LOZ APRESL<S 


Tieo CWS Gio 


N. Jones Company Registration, 1917 Cleft) and 1928 (right). 
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_YORKSHIRE TELEGRAPH AND! STAR. FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 19, 1920. _ The N. Jones Sheffield store ran a eae ee ee 
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points of difference between a well-made swt or overcoat and the inferior article. 


A WELL-MADE OVERCOAT A BADLY-MADE OVERCOAT 

tues 2 stitched edge—the stitches going 
has a" Mufled ™ edge—that is 2 smooth re —— the doth from the inside, 
devel edge without aay cutside stitching jorming 4 furrow on the cuter edge, 
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overcasts and the socalled “ cheap ” § 0 widely advertised by so-called “ Anti- 
Profiteering Tailors.” A more careful reveal the points of difference 
and superiority—it will show that all ciltailered garment coumested : Ss See 
sbove—aend some which are of too techmical 2 nat to describe bere, bet which will be wrth handmade botionbele bow 
appreciated when the garments are closely imspected—are fully met with in these high- [gk Sat pemenent enen bates 
grade sults and overcouls we are NOW offering to the Public at such unbeardof low prices Jo | Oorrnce 926 


REAL TAILORING— 
NOT MASS Sedans: 


Mass Production Is frequently spoke we of the garments we offer ts 
atsira-s-Aige os thongh Irwin a cpus { real tailoring, net mass 
ching. ensering that the Public shall ge ped individeally to the 
an article as good In every way as it fn ns of the humas figure. 
otherwise would be, but at a much lowe 


oat, CvEry coat, every vest, 
price. But the real meaning of mas p “ Rptary arast 
production as applied to tailoring is this P —— 


best work throughout. 


We are out to give the Public the garments 
they want, not to try to persuade them to 
take something else as a substitute, and there- 
fore we ask the Public for their support. 


You are welcome to examine these suits and overcoats at your leisare, 
free from any importumity to purchase 4 
ber of other SUITINGS OVERCOATINGS 
COME AND INSPECT THESE GARMENTS FOR YOURSELF. asl TROUSERS nt cuwet echouiakinely low peas 


POST ORDERS RECEIVE SPECIAL PROMPT ATTENTION. 
ear gS eemenans Deena aries CHEST MEASUREMENT AMO HEDGNT 
OUR GUARAN —!f not satisfied, return goods to us within three d and your money 
will be refunded in full, provided goods are in same condition as w en wchased. 


N. JONES, 


43-45, SNIG MILL. SMEFFIELD. 


BRANCMES AT :— 
LOMDON— 124, Great Portiaad Street, LIVERPOOL-217, Lecden Bead. NOTTINGHAM. 35 & 38, Carlton St. 
Oxterd Street, W. BIRMINGHAM —0 & 19, Spiceal St NEWCASTLE-ON-TYME ~ 83-89, Blackett St. 
COVENTRY~-27, Fleet Street. MIDDLESBROUGH—3, Linthorpe Road. 


AD by N. Jones Sheffield, Yorkshire Telegraph, 19 Nov. 1920. N. Jones Sheffield Store, 1929 Sheffield Libraries and Archives 
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“Established Over 30 Years.” 
Nathan Jones stands in 

the doorway of his shop in 
Birmingham’s Spiceal Street 
during the late 1940s. The tailored 
suits and menswear on display 
were mostly supplied by L. Isaacs 
& Sons Ltd., the business he 

ran with his brothers. The 

shop occupied two premises on 
the same street at 10 & 19. The 
shop also sold motoring and 


motorcycling clothing. 


Ya-—94> K-(cld [AISESOELLE | | 
cBpnctsl), =BoORA-tY- Va 
—VLREAPIITWETF. TN1S1940 
FEARS ICHRRZ SKE (N+ Va-—Y 2) 
IN-S LALA C, KBE [ANY 
47 384) 10819 HO| OD 2 ERE) T 
WELLE. AIF —-F-AT FOA 
— YY PRRLARD AS NCH, KER AL 
-PAGyIAZRYLY A) CHESHE 
HNCUK, BIC DIVZ + INF TBA 
FOBADAETSEDICAV ES. 


N. Jones Birmingham Store, Late 1940s. ©Clive Bender Collection 


6 Old Zip-Fasteners 


“Zip-fasteners finally become dependable!” 

Michael Isaacs, the 2nd owner of the clothing manufacturing 
company “L. Isaacs & Sons Ltd.” must have rejoiced greatly when 
zippers became inexpensive apparel parts during the early 1930s. 
Prototype Zip-fasteners were invented by American Whitcomb 
Judson in 1893, but they still required many improvements in order 
to be applied for practical use. Whitcomb Judson’s ‘Clasp Locker’ 
never gained popularity but inventor, Gideon Sundback had been 
working hard on the improvements needed to make the zip 
fastener a reliable product. Early metal zippers were too heavy for 
use in clothing, in addition, they were also very expensive before 
the late 1920s. Most outfitters used button fasteners for clothing. 

The new popularity of zip-fasteners in the early 1930s was a huge 
innovation in the European & U.S. apparel industries; they enabled 
advances to be made in garment design, especially when zipper 
pockets began to be added in the 1930s. Certainly, D. Lewis had 
been quick to market their new “All-Zip Flying Suit” in the 1920s, 
and “zippered” jackets and coats soon followed. D. Lewis & Lewis 
Leathers companies were to earn their main incomes from the 
“zippered jackets” trade. Thanks to these amazing devices, their 
business hasn’t changed much for the last 80 years. 

Vintage zippers also provide historical clues when dating and 
researching vintage clothing. In researching Lewis Leathers’ 
history, let us carefully examine their details, too. 


ZIP FASTENERS 


Re RR I SL — 


an instructional handbook for teachers 


This Zip Fasteners manual, featuring a history of British Zip 20 [Yy7F- IPAF-AZl EWHF VIA NEI 
1966RICK (Ff h=YF+> DPAF—RZ) HP HATL 


asteners, was issued by the Li 1 . r 
fasteners, was issued by the | ightning Fasteners Company 


MLB HAORB BH CT 


in 1966 as an aid for teachers. 


[Ly P+ DPAF-OURPEWSR<K BoTEEFE ! I 

1920 EE, MMT LPI PY TARY A O2KBHR VIT 
Ws PIP YAAK, FRAT £5 TLV vy IN—DRANCBRUIBOK CCE 
MICBAK-AR DEF CT. Ht [Vy IN—-] OP 1 FT lSEP EO 1893F 
SPAYUAAOV¢A y bAL+ Ve RY VIC Es CHES h HT RIP TON 
TWH LE, LP LEOBAEALICES & CIM GPP U ELE. 4 
REQ DY y IN—(|SGRRY CR RICB<. ABEBCUIAZFOULUORMMtER< BRC 
EEPOEPS ECT. COA, 19205 CBRE CHRRICGET SY Ty bO 
KEP RAVEO CUR 
ENCHIIFRICAS LE. Vey kIh- V+ FYUSPEAHLE [F77y 
FA°-ByD-] EWAVAFVE (FAVALAO) FSAL > YUEN TP 
BAM, RAEN CMBICWRERAELK. ZU TIIOERICAS CK 
OPAFPEBCLY YN—PREPSBENSEDICAV, YAUAVaS oe 
IND PIN WERICBMVEHANPOEENSEDICAW EF. Vy IN-THEOR 
Ty hPBALEC EC. FAROFT HI VU ZTNOOMPRKE KC BHOWMBOEODCT. 

(D+ JUL A) HE CORMLELY ICMR < ISL, 1930 DES [LY 
YIS—TLEDIDL +7 +-A-Y\ CRRTSEICHVET. MCL - 
YorTy PeI- kh CbY yy N-—PEHONSEDCEW ELE, BUORPRWT Elk, 
S0FROSAHICHSWUTH UIA+ L¥-2R) ld [Vy IN-f$EV yoy bl & 
4 VICE BU THU, KAD CUS EARP RIMISEEL TORUZ ECF. 
AWYy/N-OMABS lt, NABN-Y CHV EPS SE SBOFERBEM EX 
BRATCSZECT. FTUTI 1 VL F—-VYO D-II A) ERRATSRICS, & 
DEIEVYIN-DEPNTTIEMIC EDT. SBHETOMBEREHATSC 
Co CES c 


Early Judson Fasteners from 

1893 and 1913 respectively and 
advertisement from The Illustrated 
London News, 15 Feb. 1930. 


1930 2A1SANWO [fF FARLFEK 
-BY EY + 2a-ZJ (CHBRMANEE 
BEWso Deyhah: Ye FYL O18 
93~1913EICRASE LARA ETP IFT |. 
MT SNTOVET === 
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1. Lightning 


Like America’s Talon brand, Lightning Fasteners 


Ltd., a company formed in Birmingham during the 


early 1920s, was the premier UK zip-fastener brand 


among clothing manufacturers right up to the late- 


1970s. Many vintage D. Lewis products feature old 


Lightning zippers. 


FAUAD (BOY) HI SMM S. 1920 HE~196081t 
uA Dt CRT INV IVER CREBBEY vy IN-SHtY,. 
1920 (CHAI IN—S LV ALCHRLLE (OT hI2LG- IP 
RF—A) HCL Hey (D+ IA) OV yet y biclt, SY 
<D7-AEC CT FLY) BY YIN PBR ENTIET. 


Cloth Legging with a Kynoch zipper, 
Early 1920s. 


Felt Legging with KYNOCH 
zipper, made in the early 1920s. 
The Leggings were called Spats, 
they kept shoes and clothing clean 
from mud (and horse droppings), 
which still covered the roads back 
then. Kynoch presented a pair of 
these to HRH The Duke of York 
(later King George V1) in 1926. 


TOIrWh VEYA (cld, B (AT 
J 9 7) FED A920 FEC RAIC ASE LEY 
yIN—PFUITIEF. DELIA 
RE[ANy Y] ESPEN TELE. F 
HISsBBORKD Sl€bn Ce, BO 
BPooPess SERUAA—-F’ TC 
Lo (At 77) Fld1926, CDT 
AA+-L¥LIAZE (€O) FUT 
a—V4tHICMEL TET. 


Tobacco Pouch, Calf Leather, with a Kynoch zipper, Late 1910s-1920s. 


After the well known failure of Judson’s products, 
Sundback’s zippers were slow to gain popularity as 
people simply didn’t trust them, so Birmingham’s 
Kynoch Works moved into the zipper business in 
1918. The first job was to introduce the zipper into 
a product which would be used in the daily life of 
a great many people and the zip fastener tobacco 
pouch was the answer. It proved to be so popular that 
companies soon began to make enquiries to Kynoch 
about more uses for their product. 

This is a Tobacco Pouch which was first marketed 
in 1919. The zipper was first called the Lightning 
Fastener in a Kynoch Works letter dated 22 March 
1920, before that it had been called the Ready 


Fastener and the Self fastener. 


COMUEECUEETEUEUUEML AND 


Jey bhIh: Ye RY VPRBABL EY y IN—DPREROE 
HICRDS LE, MUTA FAL - HU ENy FICE SMBRY 
@alCREADHICB so CMEELKS TZ CIM GHICAIE L 
ERBIN-S LALO ALS 97+ T-FZA) tH (GT bE 
LD + DPAF-A) HOME) (SFU ENY TREDT EYL 
ABA ERO. Dy IN-OKBERICHUWLELE. FUT 
1922FtBIC [ST hIYT- PSV EK) EMS EW, [REE 
JERS) CHERNIBK-FSEEClCY yy /N-ERVAWIEL 
Ko CDNA Jy 7) HORI £3 CRY y N—FRMGAZ 
CHBABFVSATSEDICEW, THECALY [H< fa 
LTWEPoK] Vy /N-OMEPRBNICMETSERICE 
WET. 

TTAB SS ANA + K-F ld, 191 9ECHBBANT 
EG. 1920% 3 A220 OBMIC LSC. (ATI Y7-7- 
DR) Hla VyN-OZEE [FF baYG- TPAF—I 
CHAChHH), Blclk [UF4—-7rPAF—-l.[e7-7 
FAF—| ESMMENSEFICBV ELE 


This boot cover, made in the 

1920s, used a very early “Lightning 
Zipp” with a lightning-bolt 
illustration. 

1920 ICES NEZOF—Y + AIN\— 


lt, SHAVED ADERMHO 
4 hiv) RY y/\— ee 


Cloth Legging with very early Lightning Zip, 1920s. 
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Leather Wallet with an old brass-made “LIGHTNING ZIPP,” 1930s. 


PUNCH, OR THE LONDON CHARIVART—Novesmen 16, 1602 


ZIPP! THE LIGHTNING) ZIPP FASZTENER 
It's Open! il DY ia 
ZIPP! ~ 

It’s Closed ! 


‘DONT FUMBLE 


CLASPS, BUTTONS 
AND PRESS STUDS 
ARE OBSOLETE. 
THE LIGHTNING FASTENER 
OVERALL is the only one for 


speed, security, neatness and - 
comfort. 


One little pull so! 


Cold days demand 

equipment fitted with the 
LIGHTNING ZIPP FASTENER 

2 teen it saves the motor cyclist time and trouble the 


Lightning Zipp Fastener is becoming increasingly popu- 
lar for motor cycling equipment. 


YES, EU'S A LIGHTER ‘LIGHTNING’ 
No more giving or gaping where you should 


he smooth and safe. No more hillocks to announce the 


| ¥ f %, . 

| Nistor ce eetionnaes’ hava ee Quick and easy action, neat appearance and perfect security 
ae ee = combine to make it the most suitable fastener for gaiters, 
popped. Instead—the new Feacherweight “Lightning , , : leather jackets, tool bags, overalls and hundreds oh ote 
Fastener. Finer than any other zipp-type fastencr | i a - articles, all of which can be obtained from any good store. 


you've ever scen, Ax tight as a.scami—and as safe. As 


Br i | i, a LIGHTNING FASTENERS LTD. 


made for you, for the dresses you make yourself—chat a ] (A subsidiary company of Imperial Chemical Industrics Limited) 


Dept. M.C., LION WORKS, WITTON, BIRMINGHAM. 


and your overall is at once 
securely fastened thus! 


| Ze CLOSED 


lovely ‘Lightning’ line! 


Your draper stocks the 
ted on 


LIGHTNING a" 
FAS TENE 


The tag shows that itis . ‘ Write for the free booklet desceil in detail 
| the genuine Lightning 4g the Lightoing Zipp Fastener. Post from 
| > Zipp Fastener. s & the sole man re. 
| 


| Sole British Manufactorert: LAONTHING FASTEMERY LTD, KYROCH WORKS, WITTON, MIAMINOMAM 


ee ee ee - - AD with motorcycle illustration by Lightning Fasteners Ltd., 5 Dec. 1929. 


AD by Lightning Fasteners Ltd., 16 Nov. 1932. 


Banca Ut, 99 a j THE FASTENER 


z ' GH TNING 
o56zPP THAT pens up 


FASTENER FOR CORSETRY 


LEE 
ilver—Rustless, Flexib! KKK 
tically indestructible 


Separate Leg Overalls and Seatless Trousers 
fitted with the Lightning Fasteners, and made 
from Strong Double Texture and Guaranteed 
Waterproof Material, can be purchased at a 
very reasonable price from the following -— 


We know the ‘old separable Zipp 
Fastener sometimes failed to function, 
but this new “Lightning” 8.0.E. Zipp 
has been tested exhaustively. |! was 
evolved on a new infallible principle— 
a simple matter of slipping the ends 
into an automatically locked position 
before you move the slider. lt cannot 
go wrong. It cannot jam, for it is 
absolutely fool-prool. 


BE SURE IT’S FITTED WITH 


When buying ony separable Zipp fostenea , — ‘ 
jacket, be sure it Is fitted with the genuine L y G IH TIN’ IN G 
“Lightning” B.0.E. The nome “‘Lightning’ Lal 

on the slidee ond the tag attached Isyour, ke wa 


rvarantee of obsolute reliability SEPARABLE ZIPP 


Sole Manufacturers: LIGHTNING FASTENERS LIMITED, KYNOCH WORKS, WITTON, BIRMINGHAM, 4 


Stew s Ltd 

Lt. Curry’s Cycle Co., A. 

Liverpool Manchester and 

Birmingham. 

1 LA. 

em Edinbatgh, Leeds & Beadtord. 
a Ltd. 


¥ 
Nottingham. 


Parker, Ltd. 


and York 

m & Co,, Led. 
STANO NI 
C€.1442 


Wile CITY 


Qascow 
F + Ltd. 

Beitas Dudlis. 
aghans Led, 


asd al! discriminating dealer: throughou: the United 


Mannta 
Addtom ot Agen: 
ED 


Gc 
E 
Cc 


Central Rubber & Leather Co. Industria 
Buildings, Soflolk Street. RBirmiaghsm 


AD by Lightning Fasteners Ltd., AD by Lightning Fasteners Ltd., 11 March 1936. 


1 Jan 1925 


AD by Imperial Chemical Industries AD by Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd., 
Ltd., 6 Feb. 1937. Mid-1930s. 


1940s-1950s 1940s-1950s 


1940s-1950s 


1960s 


When Bestway patterns recommend the use of slide fasteners 


always use a 


GMA OI 

TDN A BG ABEL S 

GHEE ST BEDS 

GEL IS BEDE 

EE) POMS 

Qi esas {AM BO LAIE /: 

Dresses BE a ee f j Ye, 
WAaniines 7 Z / Z j j Z 
GAME EL ORE OBIE j d 


Riven wage, i i i 
THES J Z y 
yg = + Ye ‘M 


SMiainivg wags > i 
SE pieces i ; 
Sigcks Mig n j pi j ‘ 4 


Advertising flyer, Lightning Zipp, 1930s. 


IGHTNING JIPP 


Trade Mark 


Be ke 
BLOAT: 
se Boe 
a 
Ete & 
4 tet 
Be PAG! 


if 


“Lightning-2ipp ? 1 the 
most pelioble ide. fastener 
ebtainvante, 


Se that you may recognise 
it; the name Lightning ~~ 4s 
marked ov the slider pan. 


tistructions for fitting ate given 
on the other side of this leafiet. 


1960s Mid-Late 1960s 


BWI k=YTF-IPAF—-Z) Hie 
1920 DS REOY y N-EEEE 
BIFS ky TFTIL RCLE. UPL19 
TOFD SEZ ICMBD RU BAD 5 
OFA GaIC#RS 1, 1980212 A (cit vy 
(CRRIGBUYAENELE. 


The Lightning Fasteners Co. had 
been long-term leaders in the 
British zipper industry since the 
1920s, but closed in December 
1980 due to the mass importation 
of cheaper products. 


se en ad ie vv Lilie 
AN | 


auuececeeacedtrerecre dren reccreccreccrecrec tilt cutter rite (ttre 


RUC mn CeCe hock the lag 
AANA SS 
Mea, i should say Lightning 


Postcard by Lightning Co. Canada, 1960s. 
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2. DOT 


DOT zippers by Carr Fasteners 


Co Ltd., of Nottinghamshire, 
often found in early D. Lewis’ 


flying suits, manufactured 


(D2 A) OEWTAII YF 
SR-VICE HHS NTO, 
(A-—+7P-AF—) HO (DOT) 
Dy IN—ECv Ko 1930 {t~1950F 
RECKHEKADITLELED, 1950 


3. Flash 


Flash Fasteners Ltd were 
one of the popular U.K. zipper 
brands in the 1940s-1950s, but 


they weren’t used much in 


(Day Va) b41940F1E~1950 
FRIAR ED ERBROY y /N— 
~FIVYECF. LA LYRD (D 
WAR) MRICMGRLTS ER 


SHEA, 


during the 1930s-1950s. They 
had disappeared from the 


vintage D. Lewis products. 
FEAC(SERE CICV—T yy RPSSHA 
CUES Ts 


market by the late 1950s. 


Mid-Late 1930s 1940s 


4. AERO 


Early-Mid. 1930s 1940s-1950s 


ENERS LTD. ® SLOUGH (BUCKS) ENGLAND 
SLOUGH 22289 


AERO was another popular AD by Flash Fasteners Ltd., 1951. 
British brand during the 

1950s-1970s; some vintage 

D. Lewis products used Aero 


zippers in the 1950s-1960s. 


(LV QO) 4£lt1950(E~1970E 
epi TRE ZFT-EDEREO 
Dy N= + FIV ECT. REM (D 
“IVT A) Haale LIE LIES 
fy Cee Eo 


Catalogue cover by Aero Zipp Fasteners Ltd., May 1948. 


AERO ZIPP FASTENERS LTD 


3—9 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C | 


Cover of Aero Staff Magazine “Punch & 


Booklet from Aero Zipp Tips, 1970s. 
Die,” Dec. 1947. eee? 


AD by Aero Zipp Fasteners, Ltd., 1960s. 


5. Newey 


Newey Brothers Ltd. was 


another successful British 


tHe Memay COLOUR RANGE 


fastener brand during and 
after WWII. Many vintage D. 
Lewis products had Newey’s 


snap-buttons attached. 


(=31—1) #519404 (K~1960 
FRCP TREAI-ESETF 
VEC. G4 VF—-VYO O-I 
42) RRC, HHOAZAFYT- 
RAUPR EDN TWET, 


1950s 1960s 


7. CLIX 


Despite the popularity of 
Lightning by the 1960s, 
CLIX were mostly used on 
D. Lewis’s jackets and boots 
from the late 1960s & 
throughout the 1970s. 


1960 (ISRAEL T (GT b= 
Ba END SAS Pa eat IOV 
TED, 1960S (URHA~ 19704 1d 
(QU yTA) BIN D+ 
42) Dv Ty PEI-VIECRS 
(PAENSEDICBW ELE. 
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6. Swift 


Swift can sometimes be 
found in vintage D. Lewis 


products from the 1950s. 


1950s 


8. YKK 


By the late 1970s, most 
British zip-fastener brands 
had disappeared. At the time, 
Japan’s YKK dominated the 
worldwide fashion markets. 
Some 1980s Lewis Leathers 
products made feature YKK 


zippers. 


9. OPTI 


OVW zippers were another 
popular German brand in the 
late 1970s-1980s, often used 
for racing suits by D. Lewis/ 


Lewis Leathers. 


(AD4 7b) HOY y/N— (dk, 
1950E(KELEOD (D-IL A) San 
CUILLIER DIS ZTEPHW ET, 


He 
GENERAL PURPOSE 
FASTENER, £08 


AVY FABRICS & 
TEND ICR AFTS 


sewins -1N 
INSTRUCTIONS 


[MADE IN ENGLAND i mat SENCTCATTT 
MADE IN ENGLAND \ by | MADE a ENGLAND 
, by \ NEWEY BROS, LTD | 
WeWeY BROS, LTO | = EY ROSS BED 


1960s 


190 BHCBSET EU AD 
BECDVyIN— + FF EP 
L. Bho TAARO (YKK) Att 
ROD y INH eBST SEI 
EW EF. 1980E CHD UTA: 
LYRA) Raalclé (YKK) OV y 
IN—~PDSE<ERSNTIET. 


1980s 


Dal LAD) ar arse) Sl 
Ik. 1970FEAURF~ 1980 ICES 
ht UtA+L¥-A) HL-Y 
YT A-VICR (PA SNELES 


| Old Catalogues 


“Printing costs have come down, it’s time to make a catalogue” [ZACSABZOT CFS ES Cd ‘o HEU : ENmJIAZA kb RY aks & aa ! | 

By the late 1920s, D. Lewis’ new business, “flying and motoring UA ee SC, AD + IVT A) soe 4 y i TD IVY & dies res : 
kit” had grown quickly. Their distribution network had expanded Pee Uae oa Za sie aA ees ee oat: 3 2 
from England into Denmark, Belgium, Portugal, South Africa ICEWELKE. LP OBIE Se ee TE Fas i | oe —. OR 
and India. David Lewis had noticed that many customers were IUhAIL, BP AVARMB, TLTI( VY Fle O oa! x Bion as ah 
requesting printed information and so D. Lewis Ltd published SZEDICHVET. MTD BLS Bas HEDFEY FIT AlLB<O 
the first of their well-edited catalogues around 1928. Due to the BEPAZOTEDBEL TWISTER Peace [ U ce as ; - 
advances in printing technology and postal services, their new 1928F LURE. (DJL A) ld tetRAVIC HA 2O7 Bes © Ae tc é t) ale 4 
mail-order business resulted in a speedy growth of sales. BS(LEM al & EMBER LIM, AL Cb xX-IVA-A-DNEVRAMPBRMELT 

Here are about 50 front covers, issued by the D. Lewis Ltd./ UTEONe Gio 
Lewis Leathers company from the early 1930s to 2002. This is a = CICAT FT SAWAZOTORAMIS, ge0 eae Cle - “JL 
near-complete catalogue collection, with only four missing covers. 12). BRU UT A+ L¥-2A) PHATLE SNCF. eel \C 4 HECRIT 
You can learn more details about the kinds of merchandise they WED, 1930 DSBLUREIC ACTH S 1 EMISOMOIEIZE CT CHL COEF. 
produced over the years. Stk hs Tl KEO (D+ 1A) PEABTP IF LERBL TOKD DHS. K 


ERELANICE THEFT. 


FLYING, MOTORING AND 
MOTORCYCLING OWI 


“HAWKER” FURIES, 


w LIMITED 
* 


124 GREAT PORTLAND ST.,LONDON.W.1. 


1952-1955 (Issue #1-5) 


LIMITED 
EVERYTHING FOR AVIATION WEAR 


Early 1930s-1936 Dec. 1936 


JOHN SURTEES in his ee \ | 6 . 
“AVIAKIT’ Racing Outfit Pi - 
= uf y S LTD rs A 
a HY, Not : Esr 1892 @ 
pe THE ° 
ae He MOTOR CYCLING : 
ee a. x 124, GT. PORTLAND ST. 
= ; > . CLOTHING : seicue eee 
‘ e a ‘ 
ae LIMITED SPECIALISTS = Tel : MUSeum 4314, 
: iincpsehen <= o TELEGRAMS: AVIAKIT, WESDO, LONDON 
: ¢ ie . wis 124 GREAT PORTLAND ST.,LONDON.W.t. C AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
We { 1937-1951 = 
1936 BUY THING FORM AVIATION ANAMOTORING WERE 
== ee 4 dl ‘ 


(4 known Variations) 1956-1957 (#6-7) Poster-Style Catalogue, circa 1957 


MOTOR CYCLE * 
SCOOTER Bogrrk 
AND MOTOR <j. 2 > * 
CLOTHING .~ j= 


1958 (#9) 1963 (#19) 1964 (#20) 


1960 (#13) & 
1962-1963 (#17 & 18) 


1958 (#10) 1959 (#12) 


4067 (HRY 
1957 (#8) 


. 
moTOR CYCLE 
“CLOTHING 


MOTOR Oe \ 


La 


1964 (N. Jones) 1965 (#22) 


or? 


1965-1966 1968 1969 (#35) 1969-1970 (#37-48) 


(#23A, Limited Edition) 


eat Portiand Street, LONDON W1N 5PG 


& 001-636-4314 


1986 (Poster-Catalogue) 


CCH CRA ARORA, 


CATA 
Egor : 
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1976-1979 (#53-57) 1984-1985 1986-1987 (A4 Size) 


1972 (#49-50) 


03 


? 
) 
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ss Vintage Labels 


“Time to make branded labels for our new merchandise...” 

Launching the new aviator & racing clothing business in the 
mid-1920s, D. Lewis applied original labels to their products 
Initially, they were in blue in the late 1920s to early 1930s. Later, the 
colours were changed to brown, then red, blue, white and black 
during each decade until the 1990s. 

You can roughly estimate the products’ period of manufacture 


just by looking at their labels. 


1929 1930s 


Blue-Woven 
D. Lewis Ltd. 


1929-Early 1930s 


Blue-Woven 
D. LEWIS 


Pre-1929 


Brown-Woven 
D. Lewis Ltd. 


Early-Mid. 1930s 


[Pra ATEEDC, DNIVSTESE< Td J 
(D+ JLT A) IS1920FEEBHAD SINT Oy ONT AL-4-O1A=AI4A—-L 
CFHMISEDICEW, FORD 5S AMR MICINILERWVSEDICBV ELE. 
BE eS ICA Ye 
MOR TC. 1930 LUISA. RB. BA. BCKIOFORR CH PHY 
EhNEU Ronee ee oe ee 
4 FLOBSEEK EARHEICHEIT STEP CHET. 


1940s 1950s 


AVIA KIT 


eee LG's 
SK ie ” 


Yu cabo 


Small Brown-Woven 
AVIAKIT 


Late 1930s-1940s 


Brown-Print 
AVIAKIT 


Late 1940s-Mid. 1950s 


Small Brown- 


Woven AVIAKIT 


194-0s-1950s 


Small Brown-Print 


D. Lewis Ltd. 
Early -Mid. 1950s 


Brown-Print 
D. Lewis Ltd. 


Mid. 1930s-WWII 


Small Brown-Woven 
D. Lewis Ltd. 


Late 1930s- Early 1950s 


Small Brown- 
Print AVIAKIT 


Mid.-Late 1950s 
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Small Red-Print 
D. Lewis Ltd. 
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White Lewis Leathers 
Early 1960s 


Rectangle Lewis 
Leathers Wing Patch 
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White Lewis Leathers 
with care information 
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Lewis Leathers + 
D. LEWIS 


Late 1960s-Early 1970s 


Oval Lewis Leathers 
Wing Patch 


Mid.-Late 1970s 


Oval Wingless Patch 
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for racing suits 
Mid.-Late 1970s 


1980s 


MADE IN ENGLAND 


Blue-Wing Navy AVIAKIT 
AVIAKIT Late 1970s 
Mid-1970s 


5 ER GOODS ostrotd always, S}. 
daigect baat in fromtat & Raciatog 
PIB PRODUST 


TED 
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Leathers Leathers 
(distributed by (distributed by 
AVIAKIT) Lewis Leathers) 
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Black Lewis Leathers 


1980s-Early 1990s 


1990s 
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(1920s-1940s) 
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(Left to Right) Geoffrey Tyson, Captain Brown and Bill Thorn, Test Pilots at Siddeley, 1940s. 


_ The No. 207 Overall Flying Suit 
became extremely popular with 
civilianraviators and motor sports 
competitors. This private purchase 
item was often worn by RAF pilots 


to protect their uniforms from oil 


~ spots during the early part of WWII 


and through the Battle of Britain 


"_ period. Bill Thorn wears the rarer” 


black version which was produced 
. a 


for motorists. ; = 
oe “ i ‘ 
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The starting line at Crystal Palace, July 1938. 
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Racing at Crystal Palace, 1938. 


Early auto racers wore similar 
White Flying Suits to aviators; 
most of these drivers wear D. 
Lewis. British drivers were quick 
to adopt the new hard-shell Crash 
Helmets during the 1930s. 
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Stirling Moss (5), Silverstone, 1948. 
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Motorcycle racer wearing a leather jacket by D. Lewis, Brooklands; Late 1930s. ©Mortons Archive 
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This-smiling racer at Brooklands 
wears a zip-fronted sport jacket, 
thought to be made by D. Lewis. 
Many early British leather jackets 
in the 1930s had ribbed cuffs and 


" waistbands for comfort. See page 


64. His jacket is very similar to the 


_one which Mary Morris Davies 


wore in the mid. to late 1930s. 
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9 Aviator’s Clothing 


During the early 1920s, the D. Lewis store became ever busier in 
their supply of clothing to airmen. After WWI, the British aviation 
industry grew rapidly thanks to new innovations in aircraft 
technology. Higher flight altitudes meant that aviators required 
warmer clothing with greater functionality. 

D. Lewis pioneered the production of new, technical clothing 
and by the mid-1920s were supplying both governments and flying 
clubs with their wares. Whilst other companies like Wainrights, 
Marble Arch Motor Supplies and S. Lewis were still in the business 
of providing surplus WWI Royal Flying Corps clothing to Aviators 
and motorists, D. Lewis was forging ahead; they had established 
a much bigger family business and their flying kit was distributed 
throughout a network of N. Jones stores along with retailers and 
distributors in Belgium, Portugal, Denmark, Greece, South Africa 
and India. 

By 1929, the D. Lewis company was changed to D. Lewis Ltd. by 
the same three directors who had formed N. Jones in 1917: David, 
Michael and Nathan Isaacs. After WWII, the N. Jones business 
was absorbed into D. Lewis Ltd and its stock was shared mostly 
equally by the sons and daughters of the Isaacs brothers; the 
company continued to exist until 1980. 


24-page Booklet Flying and Motoring Kit 


Catalogue by D. Lewis Ltd., Early 1930s. 


o: D. LEWIS, Ltd., 
124, Great Portland — 
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Here is the oldest D. Lewis booklet in owner (since 
2003) Derek Harris’ collection. ‘Ltd’ has already been 
added to the D. Lewis logo so the catalogue dates 

to 1929 at the earliest. The cover feature the RAF’s 
Hawker Fury aeroplanes which first took off in 1931. 
Two known colour covers exist, blue and brown, so 
it is probable that these were printed at a separate 
dates to the interior pages. The Smithsonian Institute 
has a blue covered version dated March 1936 in their 
collection. (See page 40) This D. Lewis brown logo 
continued right through to the late 1950s. 
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1. Flying Suits 


Many pages of this early D. Lewis catalogue 
feature flying suits as can be seen here. The zipped 
designs by D. Lewis were considered very eccentric 
and modern in the 1930s and 1940s. The zips greatly 
improved the functionality of the clothing. 
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AD from Flight Magazine, 9 Jan. 1931; : f ee , 
UR ee ook Pie yp pig 
_D. Lewis Promoted their All- Zip. 

aviation suits in the early, 1930. 
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FOYING SUis 
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124, Great Portland Street, London, W.1. 


Pages from Flying and Motoring Kit Booklet by D. Lewis Ltd., Early 1930s. 


By the early 1930s D. Lewis had released three 
differently designed zipped flying suits made in pre- 
shrunk cotton drill and sheep leather. The suit on 
the right sports a D-pocket on the chest with a zip 


closure for maps. This feature first appeared on D. 


Lewis jackets during the 1920s and greatly influenced 


early American-made leather jackets in the late 


1930s such as Leathertogs along with Beck and Buco 


_Fespectively in the 1940s. 
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COMBINATION FLYING 


SUITS 


No. 512. A most comfortable 

fitting Combination Flying 

Suit, Sidcot pattern, made 
from fine qualiry G 
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with a special flap tc 
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le suit is interlined 

nd heavily fleece 
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No. 111 Same as above, 
made in a little cheaper 
quality material, with 
BUTTON front, ankles < 


cuffs 


£3 0:0 


Lady’s Combination 
Flying Suit 

a. Pre-1929 

b. Blue-Woven D. LEWI 

c. Tan Gabardine 


d. Button-Front 


¥ Manufacturing Year 


Here is a very rare and early 
flying suit featuring a D. Lewis 
(pre 1929, no ‘Ltd’ yet) navy 
blue woven label. This suit has a 
very complicated D-shaped map 
pocket, no zips, as these were not 
introduced to D. Lewis products 
until the late 1920s. Note the 
map pocket is on the wearer’s 
right. This suit almost certainly 
belonged to an early female pilot. 
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Navy-Woven 
D. LEWIS Label, Pre-1929. 


Here is the oldest D. Lewis label we 
could find for this book. It states 
Est’d 1898 but this is uncertain as 
some old adverts have 1892 and 1894 


as start dates for the company. 
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FLIGHT, Apri 4, 1929 
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AD from Flight Magazine, 4 April 1929. 


D. Lewis began an advertising campaign with Flight 
Magazine in the 1920s. Here is one of the earliest, 
dated 4 April 1929. Note the part that says ‘Illustrated 
Catalogue Post Free,’ was this the same interior as 
the early 1930s catalogue or something completely 
different? 
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Don’t forget to check inside the pockets of your 
vintage outfits! This old calf leather gauntlet (the left 
was missing ) came inside this old flying suit. There 
is no label but it was possibly made by D. Lewis. 
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Flying Helmet 
circa 1930 

Sky Blue Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Capeskin 


This flying helmet with its D. 
Lewis Skywriting label was one 
of the earliest examples of their 
200s model, designed by D. Lewis 
and later adopted by the RAF. 
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No. 521 Combination ‘ 


Flying Suit 

circa 1930 

Sky Blue Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Tan Gabardine with Sheep Lined 
DOT 


AD from Flight Magazine, 8 August 1930. 


* 
This single panel advertisement 


came out in August 1930, exactly 
when the D. Lewis’ sky blue label 
was in use. Note the “Telegrams- 
Aviakit...” line. This is a very early 
example of the company’s use 

of Aviakit, which became a very 
popular brand name after WWII. 
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Look at these amazing old zippers 
by DOT. This is one of the oldest 
All-Zip flying suits by D. Lewis 
Ltd., featuring the sky blue 
woven label dating from around 
1930. This flying suit is very well 
made with a pre-shrunk cotton 
drill fabric outer shell and a warm 


‘teddy’ lining inside. 
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Sky-Blue Woven D. Lewis 
Ltd. Label, circa 1930. 


This early Skywriting logo by D. 
Lewis was a very modern design for 
its day. The sky blue label was only 
used for a short period around 1930- 
1931, just after D. Lewis became a 


Limited company. 
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No. 208 

Flying Helmet 

circa 1930 

Sky Blue Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
+ T. C. Marsh & Son Ltd. 


Brown Capeskin 
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Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis 
Ltd. Label, Early-Mid. 1930s. 


‘“ 
AD from Flight Magazine, 2 July 1936. 


This large-size brown woven label 
was used during the early to mid- 
1930s. The new block lettering D. 
Lewis Ltd. logo became their trade 
mark in slightly altered formats 
until the early 1960s. 
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This early-mid 1930s 
Combination Flying Suit by D. 


Lewis Ltd. was a very popular 
choice among British aviators 
before WWII. An early DOT zip is 
hidden beneath the press-studded 
storm flap. The shin pockets also 
feature zip closures. 
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Combination Flying Suit 
Early-Mid. 1930s 

Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Tan Gabardine 

DOT 


Here is a sheep leather version 

of the Combination Flying Suit 
featuring 
brand zipper which was often 


an early brass Lightning 


used during the mid-late 1930s. 
The chin strap is attached to the 
collar which was a fairly standard 
detail in pre-WWII aviation suits 


and motorcycle jackets. 
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AD from Flight Magazine, 16 Nov. 1939. 
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Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1936. 


Real pilots appeared as models 
in the D. Lewis catalogues and 
advertisements during the 1930s 
and 1940s. 
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No. 514 Leather 
Flying Suit 
Early-Mid. 1930s 
Large Brown-Woven 
D. Lewis Ltd. 


Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Osamu Imai 
Cmai-Auto) 


Finest Value. Best Quality. 
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FLYING SUITS 


AD from Flight Magazine, 29 May 1931. 


The model in this advertisement may well have been 
a customer or employee of the D. Lewis store in the 
1930s... That was the manner when a small family 
business designed their house catalogues. White was ¢ 
the most popular colour amongst aviators. Black 

and Navy versions were also produced but are very 
difficult to find. A khaki drill colour was available 
and these were marketed as Motoralls — for the 
motoring fraternity. 
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No. 207 
Overall Flying Suit 
Early-Mid. 1930s 

Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
White Gabardine 
Lightning 


This White Flying Suit was one 
of D. Lewis’ best-selling products 
during the Spring and Summer 
months of the 1930s -1950s. Look 
back at page 41; RAF pilots wore 
exactly the same item, sometimes 
referred to as Prestige Suits. ~ 
The design looked simple but it 
featured an expanding back for 
comfort and ‘Capacious Shin 
Pockets, for maps and log books. 
These suits were also advertised in 
Motor Sport magazine and became 
popular with the “Brooklands 
Boys” and motorists of the time. 
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2. Leather Flying Coats 


Leather coats were other signature D. Lewis 
products prior to WWII. Coats had proved popular 
since the outfitters shop first opened. Many raincoat 
companies were established around the turn of 
the 20th Century and went on to produce leather 
garments. D. Lewis Outfitters were the pioneering 
leather clothing business in London's West End. 


[LU¥—+I—b] 6. BIORERARLIRMO (D-IL 2) 
(LEIS AMPTFLOVEDCTLK} Wet lt 1896Flc [PF 
h74yR2—-B) ELTAS—bUTHY),. BIC I— hE 
PEENPIAFLEDEONCT. BURT ld, Peis 
L¥—RMmeMmET SECRET y KEBDOS< DPD. 
tee A hee augue. | anes 
SECECSF. BYU KFYOULAR: LY MRC (D-IL 
12%) PIA ALAPHEEECTLEW 


LEATHER COATS 


FULLY CHROMED 
LEATHERS. 


This D: Lewis booklet issued in the early 1930s featured 
_ avariety of leather coats including the high-end No. . 
501 Flying ¢ Céat (see right), which was designed in 
intricate detail with beautiful collars anda large pap 
pocket, fitted with a Zip fastener?” 


1900S ACADMICSEATE hts O- 4X) OHZAITI, , oe 
BA TOUP—A— bh PRTENTUET. PEERED MA 

E (cBRE LZ: “Sea Lf =k” Ds. [#501 ZaAe7: 

° ah) BEB) TU OTE 7 DORLS 


ys mace eEOLUES 


a 
ToS 


\ : " 


LEATHER COATS 


BUCKLEFAST PATTERN 
605, Wellington boors 

RATHER COATS, 

I 14/6 
QUOTATIONS FOR 
OTHER STYLES AND 

QUALITIES ON 

APPLICATION 


No. 106, Ms 


full chrome 


LON-YCRTENTWS [Ah-A 
PN-JF7+-7O-YL7) €RTCKS 
Uo (Ds JLT A) Clt “JEL —-RI— 
Kh” H1920F KP Suse S< PEL TH 
“). (RAIN 7A—-—LHELT S5le 
INF FEWICSAMMH” ELE. 


See above: Stormproof Clothing, 
heavy black rubber overcoats were 
offered as Ground Engineer's 
Outfits; they were doubtless useful 
to motorcyclists as well. 


FLYING COATS FLYING COATS 


», 503. Fine quality double- 
No. 501, A most luxurious coat reasted full chrome leather coat, 


made in the R,A.F, pattern from ned 


double ted with buckle and scrap under 
leather ; lined super camel fleece | 


with good quality fleece ; 


finest quality chrome @ 


lar, windcufls, etc. In tan 


£5 


throughout with an extra lining eather only 
of silk in the half back and 


sleeves ; the large map pocket 
is fitted with a 


losing. In black « 


7 Gns 


zip fastener 
or tan leather 
coat to the 


». 504 \ similar 


ibove, but in a fine quality full 
| 


hrome black: leather 
502 \ similar coat to the £5 ative 
above, but in a slightly cheaper ch ta 6 
In black « 


leather or tan 


No, 506 \ similar coat to the 


6 Gns. 


ibove, but in a cheaper quality 


emi-chrome leather In black 


x tan leather 


SLIGHTLY 
PATTERN 


SOILED R.A.F, 
LEATHER COATS 


at 63/- (black or tan) 


ALMOST NEW AT ie 


(black 


or tan) 


Page bes Flying and Motoring Kit it Booklet ‘by D D. Lewis) or |., Early 1930s. : ete 
age - Fa 


No. 703 Three-Quarter 
Length Leather Coat 

Late 1930s 

Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Brown Horsehide 

Lightning + DOT 


D. LEWIS LIMITED 124 GREAT PORTLANI 


FLYING SUITS, JACKETS AND COATS—continu 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1940s. 
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This brown horsehide 3/4 length 
coat features the woven D. Lewis 
label and a mid-1930s Lightning 
zipper. It seems to be a longer 
version of the No.703 coat shown 
below left. This version 

was undoubtedly designed for 
use when seated as the pockets 
can only be reached when in 

this position and was designed 
for an aviator or motorist who 
needed to keep warm and have 
their maps and log books in easy 
reach. 


1930FF(tPHAICEIG LE [3/4 74-2 
—+bY9GA-LH¥—+-Id—b] tyne 
DABZATCSMBTENTOIBY, Vy 
INXN—-fFEODOPBLN MUL - a 
KEG. KEGKTy bltHo ERSICHO 
BOHM TaCHR — KP RMUY MLO TUE 
Dla, POETS NCOWE UE. YY 
RFISINT Oy hOALSTF, F-bL- 
PHACbEARPHoEF EIU CFT. HK 
BOAR-AANT FRC, RURROAL 
(D-ILL A) FARIUPHUTOE Fo 


This classily designed No. 503 Leather Coat in chrome 
black leather was one of the best selling items at the D. 
Lewis store during the 1930s and 1940s. 


cD [#4503 L¥—+-I3—hb| ls-4nenRedieo ke [7oO-L 
FAVE SR-ANT EF] CESNTWETF, LH—-a—hk 
S1930F (i ~19408 Hom tT, (DIL A) CHSB<KBHE 
MRI 1 FLOVEDELE, 


No. 503 Leather Coat 
Late 1930s-1940s 
Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 
Button-Front 


‘ vk Great Portland Si. Oxford Sw 


Large Brown-Print D. Lewis 
LTD. Label, Late 1930s-1940s. 


Entering WWII, D. Lewis’ brown 
label changed from woven to printed 
probably due to wartime austerity 
measures. This printed version was 
used from the late 1930s to the 1940s. 


RE FRA RD PIE U 1930 ER 
CBSE, FEVRZOPVINUIVEXD ME 
AREIMUELES COBMS (D-Ir 
A) AOFANIVISRIMAD 5 TU LY bHE 


+ 


+). 1940S RRAE CPR ANTES 
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3. Flying Gloves 


Leather gloves had been a ‘must have’ item for 
aviators, motorists and motorcyclists since the early 
1900s. The D. Lewis shop sold a variety of designs in 
different materials such as calf, sheepskin and goat. 


L¥— -FOA—-Tis20teewMHAr SiNf Oy beak: 
ROT IN-, EUTNI D+ L-F-KEBD “VAR PAF 
L” Clk. SRO (D+ IL1 A) CIHR ET TT V ERE 
LCS), RHMbA-7F7. PAB. Y-FAXY FULTA— 
KARVLECBBEF aI APSBXTEMPCHEKLE 


GLOVES 


No. 22a. Double texture Silk 
Undergloves, with four 


thickness gauntlet. For 
winter warmth 
No. 22. Single texture Silk 
Undergloves, without 
gauntlet 

m 


GLOVES 


No. 221. Gauntlet Gloves, lined 


throughout lambswool, with strap 
at wrist - e 3 i é 
No, 226. Same style in Ladies’, No. 801, Flying gloves of natural Lamb; back 
all sizes - - < - 17/6 and gauntlet lined sheepskin ; the goatskin palm 
is chamois lined for extreme ease in handling 
controls. The warmest and finest glove made 
21/- 


». 22 Fur Backed Gauntlets, 
I lined; these ar r 


Bliss; dase aes oat ( 
and at the same time very hard No. 802. Sheepskin gauntlet, 
wearing - : 25/- & 30/- natural lamb lined = - - 12/6 


D. LEWIS Ltd. 


124, Great Portland Street, London, W.1, 


Pages from D. Lewis Ltd. Booklet, Early 1930s. 


4. Flying Boots 


Flying boots were also a popular item at D. Lewis 
from the mid-1920s right through to the late 1950s. 


The boots were manufactured at Northampton’s 


famous factories, where “Made in England” footwear 


is still proudly made today. Brown sheepskin lined 


boots were essential for early aviators. 


[FItL7F-F-YI HIVE PE~ 1950 Ct T 
(It A) MALI LI-- PAFALCLKS HEM st [HK 
BY 1-AZERZOXyA\ EL CHBEI—-FUT bY CT. 
4 VF HY -FARV OEP AS NEAL— FRI—Y ld, 


RBAHORIN Oy Moco T#HAle (WM!) CLA. 


This 1929 article from Flight 
Magazine states that the boots 
were ‘fitted with Lightning 
fasteners...’ Early British zippers 
were initially used on tobacco 
pouches and purses and as users 
confidence grew in the device, the 
zipper was increasingly used in 
more rugged products. 


1929F (CHP SNK PEOBSE Clit, 
[EDI—WikK Ko Fa) Bey 
IN-ECDFYRFSEDICCECWE 
) EBON TWEET, 19200F KORE 
ClkEFR-F PMA CCV y N-P 
MWA SNSEFICE), ICME 
DBLSS CRRA bB<eRenNS 
dg ailledcs Mes Unies 


FLIGHT DrcEemMBerR 20, 1929 


Types of the latest sheepskin flying boots, fitted with 

lightning fasteners, which are now kept in stock by 

D. Lewis, the tailor and outfitter of 124, Great Portland 
Street, London, W.1. 


AD from Flight Magazine, 20 Dec. 1929. 


These very early examples of 


sheepskin and leather flying 

boots utilised an early 1920s 
Kynoch brand zipper. There was 
no internal D. Lewis Ltd. label; 
instead, the company name was 
stamped onto the leather placket. 
CD) WY IGA LG og 
YS ld. 1930 0HAICHISESE LED 4 
VF—VRCF. GAL, 19207 (40H 
D ALTIYI) BY yIN—PAUT UW 
EG. RUMBAWLULE <. BWC ID. 
Lewis Ltd. | ECARVTFSEHN TTT. 


FLYING BOOTS AND GLOVES 


We have an unrivalled selection of good 


MOTORS 
AVIATION 
EQUIPMENT 


These 1936 pattern flying boots A. Corres Brartheemdl Ste Olin hasSto 


a SET 2b 


quality Flying Boots and Gloves—all designed 


| to include the newest and best features 


according to the demands of modern flying 


Pantiet Unabeed Gey somes Cok were supplied to the RAF under = z= 
ae ee oe Government contract by D. No. 204A Flying Boots 
Lewis. Black (#204A) and Tan Late 1930s-1940s 
(#204B) versions were available Large Brown-Print 
at the shop and private purchase D. Lewis Ltd. 
boots were offered at a discount to Black Calf with Sheep Lined 


officers of the RAF. 


1936FICRHVEPRALE LIOT LY 
F=F—IS\ tk, Bie (DIU A) 
ML CWKAUYHIL: PLFLCF. 
lt (#204A) EY (#204B) M2 


attention to fic and WARMTH ensures your 


respec FERED &!). FE(Canh KBAR Ct 
FAEISIEDHoELEICT. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1940s. 


D. LEWIS LIMITED |24 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.| 


BOOTS 


No. 900. High Leg Field Boots. 
Black Grain Leathe rap top 
ut and durable boot 
relied upon for 


whic! 
hard service. 


No, 901, As above but in Tan, 


Modelled on the 
R.A.F. pattern, 
these fleece-lined 
boots from D 
Lewis, Ltd., have 
rubber soles and 


cost £4 14s. 6d. 


Article from Motor Qycle, 1951. 
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5. Flying Helmets careers 


PATTERN FLYING HELMETS 


By the 1920s, flying helmets with earphones were Bite pares y bOI IIT YF Ary bl 
necessary pieces of safety equipment fortheaviator,  !4. 192028 (E~ SEER ABAIC  (F CHEER O AETHER 1) 
and the helmets on this page with their Gosport PDEBLERT ITI -¥V CF. PAVATIAINT TRO 
tubes were typical of the time and were adopted by 19502HE C [DIT EI - AX y bl ERAL Ts 
the RAF in the early part of WWII. These types of Lito LP LSREI AIL x y bAEBI Eo 1 A CIE1930 . 


helmets were still used by American motorcyclists in tp SBC I Pt N-FIARO[DIy Yas Albxy bh 
the 1950s whereas the British had already developed PEELE), RHORIN, PERCSITI YT +> AIA 
hard crash helmets by the 1930s. y hPBeCSAeEN TEA. 


D. LEWIS Ltd. 


124, Great Portland Street, London, W.1. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Booklet, Early 1930s. 


No. 208 Flying Helmet No. 208 Flying Helmet 
1940s-Early 1950s Early-Mid. 1930s 

Small Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Capeskin Black Capeskin 


The 
cheapest 
house for 
reliable 
Flying 
Equipmen*. 


N 
N 


D. LEWIS ap, 


The Leading House for Motor an lying u'pment 
124, GREAT PORTLAND STREET. LONDON, W.1. 
Dy Na 
” ES, e 


Aviakit, V 


a A A OLE] SR) as a, 
ILLUSTRATED BO! lication. 

g_ FREE EiSvipAt> BOokiey cs conten. 

| 


: © 4, * ‘a 
a ge ye 
No. 200 Flying Helmet 
1940s-Early 1950s 
Small Brown-Woven 


D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Capeskin 


Page from post WWII D. Lewis Ltd. Booklet, 
Early 1950s. 
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fuer SEPTEMBER 21, 1939. 


HELMETS 


Of unshrinkable drill material with earpieces specially 

padded with Sorbo, shaped to give closest possible ft 

and to Eres chafing by the "phones.  W. 
ki Drill. 8/6 and 10/6. 

_ THER Sheth ai ir are, 

eed Slee 


ite or 


with © 

Pi flat type. chromium plat 
GOGGLES, Triplex. 
shallow full vision cups, 7/| 


puxor GOGGLES, fiat 


FLYING GOGGLES, 

rubber cups, Triplex lens me 
justable nose-piece, 24/- 10, 
with complete rubber mask,19) 6. 
Write ‘or ILLUSTRATED 
CATALCGUE POST FREE. 


Special quotations for quanti!y buyers 


ewis 


Ectablished 1894, 
(Dept. la 124, GT. PORTLAND STREET, 
London, w. London dares) 
Tel. : Museum asi Telgms.: “Avtahit, Wesdo, London.” 


Works: 
Harrow, 


AD from Flight Magazine, 
21 Sep. 1939. 


6. Goggles 


Aviation Goggles were another piece of essential 
kit for flyers, motorists and motorcyclists alike. The 
D.Lewis shop supplied various designs manufactured 
in England. These items also crossed the Atlantic to 


markets in America. 


No. 224 Fux-lined Goggles 
Early 1930s 
D. Lewis Ltd. (Stamped) 


No. 206s Flying Helmet 
Early-Mid. 1930s. 

Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
White Cotton Drill 


No. 206s Flying Helmet 
1940s 

Small Brown-Woven 

D. Lewis Ltd. 

+B.D.A. Label 

White Cotton Drill 


This white drill cotton No. 206s 
summer flying helmet came with 
the very rare B.D.A. (Bradford 
Dyers Association) label. 


CORWIy bY st [#2068 JIL 7 
*AIbxy bl CIEL 1930E1E~1940E 
(lot#FE LK [B.D.AJS I F7Fy F74 
—k + B4V-A+Pyyi-var) 
OR) DINIVSMASNTWET. 


[FELT—-Yary + F-TIb| lt 7 OH, NA Oy bea 
—h: KIT NONI 7+ L-H-lbn TH [DERI C 
Lito (Ds ILL A) CHAK SARA GA TIVEREL 
THY), KEPT FUAHCLA. MI T7IVOBLECOR 
Fm > KREIS. VXUANB< HHL TUE LK 


MkIia Goggles 
1930s-1940s 
D. Lewis Ltd. (Stamped) 


Small Brown-Woven 
D. Lewis Ltd. Label, 
Late 1930s~ Early 1950s. 


A small size woven brown D. 
Lewis label was used for the 
accessories range such 

as gloves, helmets and boots 
during the late 1930s—early 
1950s. 


1930FF(CRHA~ 1950 (CAD HAIC D> 
(FC, SLA KORO 
TELE LK. HIN Ay KEED 
WEBTV AF LIRSNTWWET. 


Aviation Goggles with their Original Box 
1930s-1940s 
D. Lewis Ltd. 
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7. Amy Johnson 


Amy Johnson (1903-1941) was an internationally 
famous solo-aviatrix prior to WWII. She had set 
numerous long-distance flying records during the 
1930s, from England to Australia, South Africa 
and Japan — via Moscow. She was one of the first 
celebrity customers at the House of D. Lewis and 
was often seen wearing her suede jacket, warm 
flying suit, No. 200s helmet and white flying suit. 
In WWII Amy Johnson flew as part of the RAF Air 
Transport Auxiliary, delivering new fighter planes 
to bases around the UK. Sadly she was killed in 1941 


whilst delivering a plane. 


EERMIN, Dy bPDE D> E1IQOEK, RIBRRT OR 
FEC OUR Macs EHH LEO TE VUAKOLTS—--: 
Vary (1903-1941) CLE. AY EY PSA-ALDY 
P. BV IUAHME, 451 EAT THA CARAORIBBE 
PMTERMASUE COEF. HAIS1930FCO (D-IL A) lc 
pitt [LL AEARHE| O-ACHSH!). AHO [AL—F 
~Yooy bl PlI7ITY+7-A-VYI, €6lC (VIL 
*AIbky bl] OBBSCOGV ELE. BI RHRARR IS 
REPSOMA/NTOy KEL HES. LP L194 FICBSES 
AUIS, AK UTHAL TOET. 


Wah the 
Compliments of 
-“ TIT-BITS*’- 


Miss Amy Johnson, circa 1930. 


Miss Amy Johnson in 1930 wearing 
an early flying suit of late 1920s 


manufacture. 


1930FFICHRRZ StU 7, HAMBRIO [S2- 
L{s—-+Yarvy)|. CAMB 
BRABHO DIL YT - A-—Yl4, 1920 
FEREHARO ED CH 


Amy Johnson, 5 May 1930. 


May Sth 1930, Amy Johnson 
stands in front of her Gypsy Moth 
wearing a suede D. Lewis jacket. 
See next page. 


19304 5 A 5 Bictaee. BH [Vy — 
-EA) E-MICS a TWEET. HAY 
WCWSALI—-KF + Vat y ble, AX 
—YOBSIRH TS (D-IL) 
HReALEOCT. y 


D. LEWIS 


Sesion 13. 1988 
10 per cent. eae allowed to 
R.A.F. Officers and 
Club Menvers: 


SUEDE or LEATHER pestis. Beil length, 
45/- 


open-ended Zip .-.. 


FLYING HELMETS, 
White or Khaki Drill, ...  ... 8/6 & 10/6 


BEST CHROME LEATHER HELMETS, Air 
Ministry pattern, black or tan, chamois lined, 
sorbo padded ‘phone pockets 15/~ & 22/6 


EARPHONES, flat type, chromium plated ... 7/6 

GOGGLES, Triplex ... 7/6, 15/~ & 25/~ 

LUXOR GOGGLES, flat Triplex = & ae 
71/ 


Ditto, with large curved lenses... 


WHITE OR vache For ats SUIT, Zip 
25/- & 30/- 


astener 
Button fronts. one o-oo 21/- 


LEATHER COATS, RAF. pateae, nee 


leather, fleece lined 


Slightly soile ? 
COMBINATION FLYING SUITS, 


collar, 60/-; also models with Zip fasteners: 


SHEEPSKIN FLYING Saget Aembovtool 
lined, with - ssaeceae 5 47/6 
Thigh high .- M, Aa wae 84/- 


WRITE FOR FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE POST FREE. 


ACTUAL MANUFACTURERS. TRADE 
SUPPLIED—WRITE FOR QUOTATIONS. 


D. LEWIS, ir. 


(Dept. F.) 
124, GT. PORTLAND ST. 


LONDON, W.1. 
Tel. Museum 4314. Tel. Aviakit, Wesdo, London. 


Sole Agents for Belgium and Northern France : 
Societa “Aera,” Aerodrome der Deurne, Antwerp. 
Sole Agents for Holland and the Dutch Colonies : 

E. PELGER, Prinsestratt 33 & 35, Den Haag. 


AD from Flying Magzine, 13 April 1933. 


This ad from 1933 Fling Magazine features 
an illustration of a “Suede Jacket” with a 
“two-pocket design.” It was exactly the 
same “zippered” jacket that Amy Johnson 
wore in the early 1930s. This jacket with 
its ribbed waistband and cuffs is an early 


example of its kind by D. Lewis. 


1933 3¢ S 1 EBM (Flying) Clit. (D-IL 
Z) OD [Rey kP2OHVAAZL—-K + YeTy 
K] DLDAKAY CHTENTIETF. BRL 
R= YSEvyVisCneS< MU YyN—-tZ’ 
DAL— RY yy Ty hEBRBLTELE. 

PHKOLH—+« Va ry KCl LA RPHOAT 
ZAIDUINY EPEC BUA SNELL. 


N° 149 AMY JOHNSON, C.BE. 


CULEWRITY " Series 


Amy Johnson Postcard, circa 1930. 


Amy Johnson Postcard, circa 1930. 


Amy Johnson’s 1930s flying helmet 


and goggles set on display at the 


R.A.F. Museum. 


LNIFL YI -AlbxAY KED-TI 

aoe 1930 (tic 4 S—- Yar 
RL *igaaC HRS (RAF 

2-VTVL) (CRRANTOET 


BF SS 
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Leather Jacket This 2-pocket sheep leather jacket 


Early-Mid. 1930s 

Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Sheep Leather 

DOT 

Courtesy of Mark Britnell 

(Romney Marsh Wartime Collection) 


with large-size brown woven D. 
Lewis Ltd. label was pre-owned 
by a British lady’s pilot Mary 
Morris Davies in the 1930s. 


RA y bY 2 OHUEZO (D+ IVT ZB) 
HY PREY Vary blcls, AE 
DKE BRD OUP THUY COEF. BE 
AIICIEIE LET EVAARHHENT Oy bh, 
XY E-YR+-F-G He REAYM 
19302 ICH TUE SPEDE CT. 


Mary Morris Davies (left), 1937 Magyar Trophy Air Race winner. 
ORomney Marsh Wartime Collection 
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8. Alex Henshaw 


Alexander Henshaw (1912-2007) was another 


superstar of the 1930s British aircraft racing world. 


Like Amy Johnson, Alex also set many historic 


records in both short and long-distance air-racing, 
notably the 1939 Cape dash in which he flew solo to 
South Africa and back, a 12,754-mile round trip in 4 
days, 10 hours and 16 minutes. During this flight he 
wore his favourite D-pocket jacket bought from D. 


Lewis. 


TUAGYA— + Avy a— (1912-2007) (41930 ORT 
HEL — ADE CARR Ke, ROD “A--IN-AB—" SFL 
ko Lf S—+ Yarvy CRC. FAIRE S RIBRERTOM 
Fi Cte RCE EBS CHILL TWET. PCH1IVBIEICMT 7 


') HHFAIB E COGE12,754V 1 ILO RRR | 


[4 A & 108516 


4} | CART L te Race IL, HOB E-BASZICLELELW TV 
byF7A*AVY3a—-bELKRIO (D- IVT 2) (Ce oT “Wk 


LIER’ DVEW C, BHO [(DATy Mt¥) RI-K- 
Seoybhl & [VIILG-A-Y)| EBBLTWELES 


LEATHER JACKETS 


No. 700. Nice quality silk- 
lined suede leather jacket 
with large zip map pocket ; 
the full length zip-fastener 
opening is on the right-hand 
side, giving a double-breasted 
effect. The special shape of 
this opening, combined with 
woollen waistband and cuffs 
makes the jacket completely 


wind-proof  - - 37/6 


No. 702. Similar to above, 
but in a nice quality semi- 


chrome leather - 57/6 


MODELS BELOW ARE 
WITHOUT MAP POCKET 
AND ARE FITTED WITH 
THE ZIP OPENING DOWN THE CENTRE OF THE 
JACKET FRONT 


No. 600. Finest quality Nappa leather jacket in black or tan 
satin lined, with full length open-ended Zip. A really luxurious 
jacket - - - - - - - - - 90/- 


No. 601. Finest quality Suede leather jacket, silk lined, with 
full-length open-ended Zip - - = = = 70/- 


No. 601A. Similar to above, but in a cheaper qnaliey Suede ; 
unlined - - - - = = Z 45/- 


No. 603. Imitation suede jacket, fitted with full-length open- 
ended Zip, in all colours - - - = s - 19/- 


Nos. 601 and 601A can be obtained with buttoned fronts for 


5/- less. 
[ D. LEWis Ltd. | 


124, Great Portland Street, London, W.1, 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Booklet, Early 1930s. 


The No. 700 suede D-pocket 
jacket was Alex Henshaw’s 
favourite. Other options in 
this style were the nappa 
leather No. 600 and a cheaper 


No. 603 in imitation suede. 


EF IWPBEC\FSAL— FRY 47 
y bla, (4700) EVO DART y BH 
MOET UL UC. BEBOP LY 
DR AVA -—bUY yy bk 
EBALTWELE. 2 [#700] 
ClSFAMEW OA TY av PEA 
Hb), —BBEF IY [#600 /\1 


DAY F4— + FIN: VHA, 


—ERUOP [#6038 4 S7—-Yar 
-AL— Mittkl CLA. 


Congratulations. Mr. Alex Henshaw, 
Winner of the 1938 King’s Cup Race. 


Cutting from Popular Fling Magazine, 1938. 


fom FD) : 
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1. 


Re cs Alex Henshaw ~ ns 

ee PERCIVAL MEW GULL, 5 
“ “y GIPSY ENGINE Pe 

ee a 


Castrol congratulates Alex Henshaw, 1938. 


July 2nd 1938 saw Alex Henshaw heroically 


win the King’s Cup, in a race of twenty 50- 
mile laps. Heushaw was 11th at lap 15 but he 
managed to overtake the leaders and won 
the race with a clear lead, the average speed 
of his single-engine Mew Gull plane was 
236 m.p.h. 


19382 7 A 2 BlcbHE A Ne 1938 XL IA-H 
y+ LP—+L—-A) (BR- AA AHO 
Dey bo PLYTA+ AVY Aa—-l4ETOKS CE 
BREBHo CUETFT. 50VTILORA & 20BHRY RST 
ZOV-AGD AY Ya lt y FE C11 
LED, 4IP5—Rlc hy WICH, BRIS 
S35 EH) OBFACUK. HORMEL TORY YD 
We LVVVDO [HEXSB) (KFHORHRI36 V7 IL 
aCSRL TUE T 


LTD. 


R.A.F. Officers and 
Club Members. 


WRITE FOR FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE POST FREE. 


& Gal 
SHEEPSKIN FLYING BOOTS, oNew G 
Knee high, Zip front 
Thigh high. R.A.F. pattern.. 


D.LEWIS 


10 per cent. Discount allowed to 


SUEDE JACKETS, full length, open-ended ra 
LEATHER FLYING SUITS, all Zip eT 


COMBINATION FLYING SUITS, in Leather 


LEATHER COATS in all styles from .-- 60/« 
BEST CHROME LEATHER HEL! METS, Air 
Ministry pattern, black or tan, chamois lined, 
sorbo padded ‘phone pockets --. 15/* . 2/6 
HELMETS, fur trimmed, chamois lined - 
EARPHONES. fst type, chrornient ulated ae 
GOGGLES, Triple, with sat rubber padeh 
7/6, 15/- & 25/- 
LUXOR GOGGLES, flat ae lenses 
25/-, 40/- & Sore 
Ditto, with large curved lenses... 77/6 
FLYING OR RACING GOGGLES with ‘cobb 
cups, triplex lenses a tne BAe 
Ditto with complete pabber ale «=» 19/6 
FLYING HELMETS, 
White or Khaki Drill . 6/6, 8/6 & 10/6 
WHITE OR siciniogs FLYING SUITS, Zip 
fastener 
Button fronts 


“FT EWIS, ure 


124, GT. PORTLAND Si be 


LONDON, W.1. 

Tel. Museum 4314. Tel. Aviakit, Wesdo, London. 
Agents in the following countries : 
HARKER’S SPORTS, 51, Rue de Namur, 
Bruxelles, Belgium. 

E. PELGER, Prinsestratt 33 & 35, Den Haag, 


olland. 
FRENCH MOTOR CAR CO., LTD., 234-3, 
Lower Circular Road, Calcutta, India. 

C. SANTOS LDA, Rua Do Crucifixo 55, 57, 
59 (Predio Todo), Lisboa, Portugal. 
Messrs. DUK & STORE, 

P.O. Box 64, Wynberg, Cape Province, 
South Africa. 
Manufacturers, Government Contractors 
and Designers, Trade and Clubs supplied.— 
Write for Quotations. 


This advertisement from an April 1934 
Flight Magazine, also features the jacket 
favoured by Alex Henshaw. 


19345F 4 AICMARS NEM 


Hit 1930FETEIC 
KODES<MULEFILGS, 


[7377 bh] OBS 
Gld, (Ds IT A) OYyIN-—ft* [ALI-F: 
vty bl PLFAKAY CHRMeEN TET. 
PYVLIR+*AVYVa—VRU 
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De Bremner, Potrny 15 


The Bystander 
a ee 


Article from The Bystander, 15 Feb. 1939. 


The pictures on this page 
were taken after Henshaw’s 
record-breaking 1939 

flight to Cape Town & 

back. During the return 
flight Henshaw, weak from 
malaria, developed a nose- 
bleed, the blood flow was 
difficult to stem due to the 
flying altitude and his jacket 
became covered in blood. 
By the time he landed in 
Gravesend he was so weak 
that he had to be carried 
from the aeroplane. Sadly 
the jacket was thrown 


away soon afterwards... 


CON-Y CNT SBRIL, Py 
R*AVY3a- [UF AZ~HVP TY 
PHANA-7-TA20L) HOGER 
CP ac ee AIL L E1939 ORC T 
BPAIUVAPS Rx CERRONYU YSZ 
=P#EBITH!), SSICREA 
f CMP oH ML Tv 
BRL TUE DITA 
vy7y hl] ENVY Dp 


(es WEST, TINH SDAL 
hBEFL—TD ery KCB L ERO Blt 
So PW RSISL. FT CIARTED 5 Ka 
SAVE leo “C ECD 


tty MSETENTLE SH 


(Above & Below) An exhausted Alex Henshaw arrives back in Gravesend, England, 9 February 1939. 


-s 


Alex Henshaw and fellow Test Pilots after testing the first VACBAF-built Lancaster Bomber III, 22 Oct. 1943. 
Photo Courtesy of S. Taylor from the Eric Holden collection 


During WWII Henshaw became Chief Test Piloton VlyIR* ALY a—tBIRERAMH, AELEO 
the Spitfire, flying 10% of all Spitfires ever made, F-T7 FANT DY KCRAES SRE O RATER 
Eot [AEy k- 7rf{VvV—-] DIKE SRT Ah 
RITLELES. ERB IVIO- 3 > 4472~a-] 

DB VRP ESI EL CSP H, HP 350 IE ET 


he also tested 350 Lancaster Heavy Bombers even 


barrel rolling one of them to see if it could take the 
| 


punishment, fortunately it could. ARLTWETt. 


Alex Henshaw with Winston Churchill, 7 Oct. 1941. Photo Courtesy of S. Taylor from the Eric Holden collection Alex Henshaw, drinking a well-earned cuppa next toa Spitfire MkII, Vickers 
Armstrong, Castle Bromwich Aircraft Factory, 1941. Photo Courtesy of S. Taylor 

In conversation with British Prime Minister D4 vAhY + Fv —-FIRHBMCESRI STL Y TA from the Eric Holden collection 

‘ALY 3a—. BRORISAMBOARE CTHBICKSEC 

OD, ERA A-INN—-AB—Clkeo BFAD RIL OH 

(D If A) HO [ADL k- DIY IG + 2-Y| ti 

UNE? les 


Winston Churchill in 1941, Alex is wearing his 


D. Lewis White Flying Suit. Even big politicians 


can't miss a great photo opportunity. 
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1 0 Early AVIAKIT 


The D. Lewis shop added a telegram service in September 1929 
(see page 50); its code was ‘Aviakit, Wesdo, London.’ This was the 
first appearance of the name “AVIAKIT” in the D. Lewis story. By 
the mid-1930s, D. Lewis Ltd. registered it as a trademark with an 
added wings motif for D. Lewis’ aviator clothing & accessory lines. 

By the 1950s, the label had been widely exposed in shop displays 
and catalogues and at this time the aviation clothing business was 
slowing down, but motorcyclists, their new customers, seemed to 
appreciate the adoption of the aviator-related label, and thus the 
name AVIAKIT, uniquely, became popularly associated with the 
golden times of the Rockers during the 1960s. 


EVERYTHING FOR AVIATION WEAR 


Cover of D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1936. 


No. 700. Lancer Front Suede Jacket. A D. Lewis product from selected 
suede in tan or brown shade. With art satin half back lining and large zip map 
pocket. The full length zip-fastener in on the right-hand side, giving adouble- 
breasted effect. The special shape of this opening, combined with waistband 
and close fitting cuffs, makes the jacket completely wind-p roof. 


No. 702. Similar to above but in a nice quality semi-chrome weatherproof 
leather. Warm camel shade fleecy lining. Silk half back lining. A smart jacket. 
The wind proof front makes it especially attractive to the motorcyclist. 


(D+ IL-4 A) HP BRI -EA SBA LED, 19299F9OADND ZC CU. (P50 


& BAR) ZORBIK [Aviakit, Wesdo, London] &v\3 T—- FCBHRL TVET. TS 


GC (D+ ILA A) OEP EMM T [AVIAKIT] EVD BAP SATS ECS), fl 
Ahld TF CIT KL -BV-T7ERBLEL KS FL T1I9B0ERRHD 5 DY —7 
POWERLUY (PT4PV#y bh) PRIUPBATSEDCEWETF. 

LOL (P94 Py b) EWDRRMDEBCAZOTCKE << BHITSLI 
CROOKED, 1950 KEUEDOZECT. FOBICISMHIDO IDTV TREVSR 
ROE CHB L, BD TINT OROMBEPBIBLTIELE. FIC “HAT 
EW” EL A-VEUS PGP XY) EWITILE FRE E-8-F 
4 INRDNIT VY CHPPATSEDIICAVW ET. TINT TW) OF] CB L, 
Dy A-ASBMOIVGOFCCS ABBAS “NT IRIDLE RE ICBW ELE. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, Late 1930s. 


D. Lewis Ltd released a new catalogue with a sky 
blue cover in December 1936, titled ‘Everything for 
Aviation Wear’. In the late 1930s, with its second 
printing, it was re-titled 'Everything for Aviation 
and Motoring Wear’ and this new version was the 


first to feature the new Aviakit winged logo. 


19364F12. (D+ IL-4 A) ld7KEORMORM LUA ZOTER 
i. CDABAT (ld 2 DDNN-VarpeeLEt. Balt 
[Everything for Aviation Wear] ELIS AT KILC LED, 193045 
ARBOMST/N—Ya > Clt [Everything for Aviation and 
Motoring Wear] (C28, COMR/N-—LYar CHT, “94 v 
FIX-T7 HED P9477 *XY hb) OAPRSELELE. 


No. 207 

~ White Flying Suit 
Mid-Late 1930s 
Large Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
+ Small Brown-Woven AVIAKIT 
White Cotton Drill 


DOT 


Zipp-fastened flying suit, with helmet 
and goggles, by D. Lewis, Ltd. (Para. 
273). 


oe ‘Image from Flight Magazine, Novy, 1938. 


Cen SE ea ae ats Taverne TIFID ate 


AVIAKIT 


> 


Sip AS? ae 
“NE BDA Re 


Small Brown-Woven AVIAKIT 
Label, Mid. 1930s-1940s. 


The early Aviakit labels were 
small when they were first 
introduced into D. Lewis 
products but subsequently 
became larger after WWII. 


(PT1PEY NY EWDRUYIN 
LP EAB L EOld. 1930 KEHO 
LECH. MMUSROKIGSEX 
IAG D-ILL A) DINWE 
ICAI SNTOIHELE BIR 
ABELLA EWG 1 ZAICBBL 
ET. 
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l l No. 700 Leather Jacket 


Ken Sykes on Vincent Rapide C, 1949. Photo Courtesy of Gail Sykes 
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The D. Lewis catalogues of the early and mid-1930s were mainly 


targeted at aviators and motorists but with the advent of war, 


civilian flying in the UK ceased and the company increasingly 


aimed their wares at motorcyclists. Their signature leather jacket 


was simply called the No.700. The D-shaped map pocket made it 


unique; this detail had proven useful since first incorporated in 


their flying suits and jackets during the 1920s, and now it served 


motorists and motorcyclists equally well. This epoch-making 


design, which collectors of vintage leather jackets prize so highly 


these days, seems to have first appeared in London. D-pocket 


jackets weren’t seen in the U.S.A. until the late 1930s. 


1930FE (C4 HA~ PRAISE ANE (D-II RA) ODABZBOUFEHBSZL. [III 


VI AY \ Oe fe y=- a= hiite 


HeET. LO LEDS [LH—- 


BC DOR-VPBMANTISE ERD 
Yoroy bh] Seen TTELE. INF 


Dy hDAGSTF. NT 7), D-KITN-PHSSA-AVPHEMS CF. 
PCH—-BARE 3 EOS, [#700] CLK. MmMBlsTOHE [LP-—- Vv 
yy bh] — [Vy F- YyINN-—- Rey bl EMENS D HORT y bY 
WTSI, CHISISOERDIFGL -F- 2Z-YORTY be FLU ERAL 
EbEODCF. CD (D+ ILA A) HD [#700] C7 PRHCUSH< BBL, 
PEGREAW “DET Yh FHT UY” OVUEDCEWEF,. TLTCODR4A 
yh AETWOY vy BSB EE). 1930F (CBR ~ 1950 (CB EAD TY X VU 


ACHOKMAFSEDCSW ELE. 


Hemel Hempstead resident Ken Sykes, 
proud owner of a new Vincent Rapide 
Series C, wore a D. Lewis No. 702 leather 
jacket for his daily riding. His daughter 
Gail recalls, “My parents travelled up to 
Liverpool from Hemel Hempstead on the 
Vincent most years during the early 1950s, 
to take the ferry over to the Isle of Man 
for the TT Races. In those days, there were 
two planks for vehicles to get onto the 
ferries and my father saw many bikes end 


up in the sea...” 


AAI AV IAFy KHBOTY Hf IREAD 
BD LITICPB a TWSING Zid, IG 4 VL RLU bh 
EyF+YYU-AC] Cd. FU CRP BCUS HIE, 
(D+ JLT A) BO [#702 L4H — - Very kl, BO 
FI t+{7ASAPMRBEBUWLET, [HR 
(£1 950ZE(RADERIC IESE, ZOINA FICHE TUN 
—JF-NARDU, ZIPSVLBATEOIIV—lc 
KRNELE. PMOBBE [VU BIL-AZAl FRET 
DEDCF. MOD UIA BERBELTSZED 
D 2 MOAR BIEL IC. (UP LID FDO 
DIK) NT OD EK BAKE TCLEADEBEZITG 
TI. 


Note the patina of this pre-WWII 
No. 702 leather jacket from D. 
Lewis in heavy, semi chrome- 
tanned light brown nappa leather. 
The jacket dates from around the 
mid-1930s as later versions have 

a longer zipper on the D-pocket 
and another vertical pocket on the 
wearers right side. 


ti-7O-LEOLICESBREDFT 
N+ LiF—@(FRALECO [#702 4— 
-Yre7y bl lt. DRTy ht EOXK 
BULPREI4>F—-VACFT! (CD - 
42) DRBUTY > KRINILP TIL 
TH). 1930 BHICIES NESOE 
LED. CNY HT y KAIS4OHEICA 
SED Y MCLWRWYG yy IN—DG 
WENSEDICEW, SSCA MCSA 
Fyva-:K7y bP MdDW ELE. 


No. 702 Leather Jacket 
Mid-1930s 


Large Brown-Print D. Lewsis Ltd. 


Tan Sheep Leather 
DOT 
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1940s 

Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 
Button-Front 


This is a very rare example of a D. 
Lewis 3/4 length Coat from the 
1940s, Large brown printed label. 


ZHISBLU, (D+ ILA ZR) BO [3/43E 
LY¥—-I—-kh]| Ct, RACKERT 
YUR+ FAILP HUY THY, 19402614 
(CARES NET, VF-VEDEDTH. 


D. Lewis had catered to the ladies 
market since the 1920s, leather 
coats and jackets were available as 


well as many articles of flying kit. 


(D+ JLT AZ) (ls SAMHBbDS<H 
NCWELEKS FZ C1II2HED 5 Mt 
BAO [Lbt--Yrorybkhl] PU 
—75—h] Seen owkr gs, 


LADIES’ LEATHER COATS 


No. 510. Ladies’ leather 
coats, nicely lined, beautifully 
cut and well tailored. in Red, 
Blue, Wine, Green, Brown 
and Black, The wrap-over in 
this model is very full and 
will not open when the 


~ wearer is seated 


Other styles from 
80/- 
No. 605. Ladies’ Suede —— 
Jackets, silk lined, ) 
with open ended Zip NN 
fastener front 70/- = 


No, 605B. Similar 
to above, but with 
buttoned front 65/- 


No, 608. Ladies’ Imitation Suede 
jackers, with open-ended Zip fastener 


front 28/6 
No. 608B. Similar to above, but in 


double breasted buttoned style with belt 
- 24/6 


round waist - 


All Colours. 


| D. LEWIS Ltd. 


124, Great Portland Street, London, W.1. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Booklet, Early 1930s. 


SPECIALLY | 
FOR LADIES 


{i 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1936. 


No. 699Z 

Leather Jacket 

Late 1930s-1940s 
Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Tan Sheep Leather 


D. LEWIS LIMITED 124 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.! 


Replaced 


No. 6992 As 6993, bur fitted 
with ewe eapaciout zip pockets 


No. 67% As 6993, bue art 
silk lined throughour 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1940s. 


This brown jacket started its life 
in the late 1930s or early 1940s as 
the 699Z, by the early 1950s it was 
known as the 385 Countryman (see 


page 112). 


CORBY -FARLVBV Ty Ba, 
1930 RHRA~ 1940 KICRRA A HE 
[#6992 Lt#— + Yat» bl] CF. 1950 
EARICAS &, [#885 AY KU-VY | 
(CNB LETF. (P112B88) 
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l 2 Motorcycling Kit 


In 1893, R. Mebes & Co was the first Motor Car dealership to set 
up shop on Great Portland Street. Others soon followed and the 
street was known to regulars as ‘Motor Row’ and ‘The Street.’ 
Having earned good sales from the supply of aviation and motoring 
kit after WWI, the next target for D. Lewis became the motorcyclist 
as more riders visited the street. 1970s advertisements claim that D. 
Lewis produced ‘high speed clothing’ for competition motorcyclists 
as early as 1926. 


1893, FTL—h- K-hIUY PBVIC (Re ANZ) EWI [TF FUACH 
MOI +> F41—-F-] EX-TFLUE LK. TOR HA KU — KIC 
eva—W—-LPA-—TF VTS EDV. WOU t—2 —- Be 
lg [- AKRU-b) EMENSHBEAVBEICEW ELE 

1920TF{KLUED (D+ JLT A) LETRA DIV RRBOI=74-LCE 
WEI eIEL. A BILINT PRL-H-—P-S FHICB—Fy HEBUT 
USEF. 1970KOGS Cl, [SHIE1926E OD SINT 7 + L-F-OEMIC/N 
{°° AE-—FRIA=[F74—-—AEMsEL TET! ] CHD TWET, 


D. LEWIS LIMITED 124 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.! 


FLYING SUITS, JACKETS AND COATS—continued 


UNIVERSAL 
RACER 


A good stout suit which will 
give first class service. The suit 
is of straightforward design and 
made in strong leather, well 
padded at all vulnerable points. 
As illustrated, in black only. 


POPULAR RACER 


In good black stout horsehide, 
large pads, crossed machined to 
give strength and neat finish. Zip 
fastened front, concealed zip, 
adjustable cuffs and collar band ; 
2 in. belt incorporated in breeches 
which have two cross pockets. 
This suit is of good workmanship 
and will give every satisfaction to 
the user. 


WE OFFER RACING MEN THE FOLLOWING SERVICES :— 
(1) We can supply from stock, 


Rider wearing Universal Racer Jacket and Breeches, 1940s. 


The Gent on the left wears the 1936EDAZOAT CS (D+ Ib1 2) BY 
Universal Racer suit. The leather M [A=N-HI + L-4#— + Yery 


2) We pref i . Thi ill do withi wees : F— + Fy — Soe 
UnsiORGISI CL ee he ee breeches are tucked inside a pair hl gE [bt 7 as] AME 
(3) We will give you a 24 hour service on repairs during the Racing season, , 2 JLB, FH(c [#900 If -by7F- 
“ We can make the suit or breeches to incorporate any of your particular of No. 900 High Leg Field Boots, : 
wishes, 


(5) The jacket can be made to wear inside or outside the breeches. 
Jackets or Breeches supplied separately if required. Either garment at half cost of suit. 


JZ4—WE* F—Y] & [F22RaLVA 


he holds a No. 252 Standard T.T. —K TIAA Y bh) SRL TOES 


Baas aes pues acl eent design from our Stock patterns we will copy it for you Helmet. A full set like this was a ans MAS H+ IL, WREQ TEVYR 
very popular combination at the GmbtEIT—-& [L-Y eG -at 
D. Lewis store during the 1930s. Yep ele 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1936. 


1. Universal Racer & Popular Racer 


Probably D. Lewis’s earliest and long-lived jacket 
design, the Universal Racer, gave birth to the Popular 
Racer, which, along with a few name changes, 
stayed in the catalogues until the early 1960s. It was 
then updated again to the Monza and Super Monza 
styles. 

The Universal Racer featured a buttoned lancer 
fronted windproof design and was constructed of 
stout sheep leather, while the Popular Racer, in 
horsehide, featured a zip under the wind-flap with 


press studs for easier closing. 


This brown printed D. Lewis label 
dates from the WWII period. The 
jacket’s angled closure was known 
as a Lancer front and echoes 
earlier cavalry tunics. The neck 
features an adjustable strap and 
the quilted shoulder and elbow 
pads offered some cushioning in 


the event of a spill. 


ADNKEETU LY b+ GNRIVAD BE 
DYvry bla, 19307 RA~ 1940 
R(cBBA NA [LI/N-pIb- v— 
+—| €t, =ARORDELY (AMO 
ALEM<S EMICRIOICAD 5 THAY 
BolchoChl), BRS [DU 4—- 
JoOvbh| Edn TWKLE. €5lc 
PRSFUVA ZY, BeMlels7 yy 
SUE ON yy FPR BAN TET. 


Y C4 


1920 NICS L. TORSOR< EP MEL -LV UR 
YouTy bb, [2IN-HIb- V-+—] CLE. ZOF HT 
vid [KEa7—+L—-t+—-|] \cURen, BRACES 
DS S1MOF DHA CARTED HELY CUE FT. & SICI9GOHEE 
HAlcld [(A-/N—) EVV] A cHHEL HLA. 

f2=N—-HIL- D—4—] OFF BUS, PAB EZBLEDL 
Y—- FJOVEPRALBOeo TIS ZECT, A5loK 
KAEY—-TFTAX LV eH, AC [REaD—- L—H—] ld 
A AINA FRC, RUAUL PBB AD y 7 + KREUK 
Zrut—+FOVhKED< SERPY YY N-BOlleB TW 
ies 


Universal Racer 
Late 1930s- 1940s 
Large Brown-Print 
D. Lewis Ltd. 

Black Sheep Leather 
Button-Front 
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Universal Racer 

Late 1930s-1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Brown Sheep Leather 
Button-Front 


Universal Racer 

Late 1930s-1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 


Button-Front 


This Universal Racer jacket 
features two button holes on the 
lower back which enabled the 


trousers to be attached. The lining 


is a heavy navy drill cotton. 


ZO (LaI—P Ib b—H— J told, 7 

Y—-FINVYERETSZLODRGY - 

A—ILASBMAN TIES. 19400 

RA ERMINE TNECHE EDN T 

tier ANWADIVY—-AP5, BEOI 
AFA BP WEL 


Here is a nice example of D. 
Lewis’s 1940s black horsehide 
Popular Racer jacket with two 
DOT zipped breast pockets and 
a concealed zip under the wind 


placket. Black cotton drill lining. 


COBWUAR-AN FRY + Ty bls 

19402F(E(= (D + IL-4 A) PHALE [HK 
Ex 7—-—t—| Coo (2aN—-F- 
I: Lb—t—]| cftklc, KAY BOO 
SUH —- FOV bh FHT MCE T 
5H), UPLBED<K SE (DOT) BO 
Vy IN—PBANTUETF, €51C209 
DRT yy RY y IN RICE ELE L 
ko BMICABFORBUI y be 
{FFA. 


Cees Geen aD 


Popular Racer 
1940s 

Large Brown-Print 
D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 


DOT 
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Dirt Racer 

1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. 
Black Horsehide 

DOT 


Lewis Ltd. 


This black horsehide zip fronted jacket is either a 
Dirt Racer without shoulder and elbow pads, or an 
early version of the No. 401 Racing Suit jacket which 
was first illustrated in the 1950s D. Lewis catalogues. 


ZOBUA-AN FRY ye Ty bls, 1940 IC [F—b - 
L—+—]|] Mn TWKEFIVOET. EELBEMCld/ Sy 
EPAoTWEHA. BRIGEV UV Ak SLEDS 
"). FDA TAILKAVY BH, 190FKICASEZOF HIV 
EXD IVT A) OAC 40 Vay 7 A a, 
yyy hl] ERTENSEDICGW ETS. 


D. LEWIS LIMITED 


124 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.1 


FLYING SUITS, JACKETS AND COATS—continued 


RACING SUITS 


We are the actual makers and every garment is cut and made in our own 


factory.. Our suits are vnrivalled for quality and good workmanship 


ROAD RACER 


Black or Brown horse-hide 
windproof Lancer Front, zip 
fastened, zip cuffs. | Concealed 
wind cuffs, 2 pockets zipped in 
Breasts, 2 ins. wide belt incor- 
porated in breeches. Large plain 
finished pads to give complete 
protection at shoulders, elbows, 
knees and thighs, adjustable collar 
band. Adjustable half belt on 
jacket to ensure snug fit. This is 
the best suit of its type available 
and is confidently recommended 
to give complete satisfaction in 
wear and in comfort. With zip 
pockets, flies and front. Breeches 
can be fall or fly front as desired. 
(As illustrated) 


DIRT RACER 


Selected heavy skins in black or 
brown horse-hide. SORBO PADS 
throughout give ample protection 
at shoulders, elbows, knees and 
thighs without too much bulk, all 
Sorbo is fitted by hand. Concealed 
zip front to avoid clogging by dirt 
or cinders, press button cuffs with 
range of adjustment. Collar band 
designed to give a close fit with- 
out discomfort. Guaranteed to 
wear and give satisfaction. With 
zip fronts, zip flies or fall fronts, 
zip pockets. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1940s. 


During the early 1940s, D. Lewis 
released two more zip-fronted 
jackets, the Road Racer and the 
Dirt Racer (see catalogue page 
above). Again, these were based 
on the earlier button fronted 
Lancer jacket, but the Road 
Racer featured large plain pads, 
zipped cuffs, a tapered placket 
and oncealed inner cuffs, whilst 
the Dirt Racer utilised Sorbo 
rubber pads to reduce bulk at the 
shoulders and elbows. 


1940FFICAS EL (Ds IT A) (ADE 
RADY y IN—-MHRL AY LD Vey 
h#3®BLELKE. [Q-k+ U-+-] 
t [F#-h-+L-+-] salle. |e 
ZIN-H)L: D-H—] DORAL BOF 
Vt— + FOV RPS HT Y-N-ZAlc 
BRoTWETA, [A-F- L-+—-Jlc 
lk PL—-LEKBINy KOE, DIA 
IkD y N—{tteo SSIS7VY—- IA 
VU bhORERRMICHAF YT +> REUD 
RSNTWELE. —AEC [F-b-v 
—HF—| Sle kD ttt CUED. IY 
FO-Ny kl EM¢An see FMS 
SIIN—EMONY APOBERICHUS 
NCE LK 


This black sheep-leather 
Universal Racer MkII jacket has 
the “brown print” label from the 
1940s attached. In the 1950s this 
design was renamed the “No. 402 
Racing Jacket.” In the winter of 
1959, it was released with a single 
pocket on the wearer’s left chest 
and this is the model that Steve 
McQueen bought in 1962 (see 
pages 174-175), although only two 
pocket versions were shown in D. 


Lewis catalogues in the 1960s. 


COBWY-FARLBRL-Ye7 + 
yy KIC, 1940 ICE CFD NE 
BECKER TUL b+ FRILP FUT 
WEF, Marlo 2 DDY yIN— + Ky 
KDATLYTWS ZOF HT V ld, 1950 
KNABOTCl#H02 D-Y LV 7+ V4 
Py hI AWB UTOEF. & 5101959 
FA(Cl4, ARDAICKAT y bP HUE 
B{TbBBLELE. THNlISAHOD 
ZOTCUSBTENTIKHLAD, 7% 
YAMHHEDATI—-T* Vy71—-Y 
PIQ62BICS << AU bOCBALT 
UW Le. (P174-175 & BAB) 


Universal Racer 


MkII Jacket 
1940s 


Large Brown-Print 
D. Lewis Ltd. 

Black Sheep Leather 
DOT 
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2. Leather Breeches 


The Two-Piece Racing Suit was a familiar sight in INV4 7+ V~AOREPL Cldé, 19207 HE~ 1950 (HAE CG, 


British motorcycle circuits from the 1920s to early [PS =ADVH YL ¢ K= 71 Bk Wiese ea | 
1950s. Racers could purchase the jacket and trousers f#OL—-%—lk Ye Ty hELT— + TUF Sie (CBB AS 
separately or as a pair, made-to-measure and off- SDE H'), BMC6 Ds ILA) Clt [BrRanb DAS 
the-peg suits were the same price. LA-8— diel USE! | Chest e TUE LES 


Zippered Leather Breeches 
Late 1930s- 1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 
Replaced Zipper 


my 


ey Cn» cs) 


These early leather breeches had buttons attached 
allowing them to be joined to the jacket via 


improvised buttonholes. Zips have been replaced ina 


later repair. 


1930 RORY [LE — + PU-F] (lt, EO psy Kc 
AUER SD RIV EME A US EDISAS > DIBA CHR) 4} 
WORMTWE Lo BENS. ZOLY--Py-FOLL 
B+ DYIN-(SF UW SOWA NTF, 


Zippered Leather Breeches 
Late 1930s-1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 

DOT 


D. LEWIS LIMITED 124 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.|! 


moan se 
vie oN 
{ douement 


1A Geet Per 


x 
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The finest value in Racing Clothing obtainable is given in the fine suit illustrated above, Check off the 
following points with any other suit and then send your order along to the actual makers. 


(1) Fine selecced Black Horsehide. (2) Fully zipped both Jacket and Breeches. Fall or fly fronts on the breeches optional. (3) Breeches 
are not skimped to save leather—they will stay in the top-of your boots and not leave a gap for the icy blast to play on your bare leg, 
(4) The same remarks apply to the Jacket. You will have no gap between the bottom of the Jacket and the top of the Breeches for your 
shirt to escape and wave in che breeze—Our suits are cut to fit when racing and not for “ promenade percies."” (5) Pads chat are easily 
replaced if you must travel along the road minus motor-cycle (they also have a double seat). (6) All pads are in the right places and not 
just slapped on the suit where someone thinks they will look nice. (7) Adjustable wrist and collar bands. (8) Two inch belt incorporated 


in breeches. Brace buttons fitted as well if required, (9) Heavyweight zips throughout. (10) Main front zip fully covered to keep out 
dirtand rain. (11) To measure or from stock at the same price (we think this is unique—don't you?) We make them—it's easy. Twenty- 
four hour measure service if you are in such a hurry. (12) A repair service second to none (even our customers sometimes fall off). 
Twenty-four hours and the suit is on its way back to you. (13) Our suits are built to last. The materials used are first class and are 
guaranteed co give satisfaction. (14) Every suit has the personal attention of our manager. (15) Please state if for Dirt or Road Racing use 
(We fit heavier pads if for Dirt). There is a simple Measure Form under the flap. Don’t worry about it, we have been doing Post Orders 
for years. 

No, 809. RACING GLOVES. Un- No. 810. Racing Body Belt. Made 
lined, short gauntlet, in selected black from stout duck with leather reinforcing 
horsehide. Very supple and extremely strips; elastic inserts and three buckle 
strong. (As illustrated). adjustable fastening. (As i/lustrated). 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1940s. 


D. Lewis catalogues in the 1940s 
showed their two-piece racing 
suit on a background of the Isle of 
Man TT; also shown was the No. 
810 Racing Body Belt, an essential 
piece of new equipment for all 


competition racers. 


190K AZOITCS, VUBOL— 
ZAMBEINY ZI. [F-—b + b—-t—] 
Yoaty be [b¥—-FVU-F] ver 
FAA) CHRPENTWVE TF. [#810 
Liye + RF 4—- Wb ISSR 
BK OUL-Y-PBBLE, MTT TT 
LOOVEDE UK 
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Zippered Leather Breeches 
1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 

DOT 


Zippered Leather Breeches 
1940s 

Large Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 

DOT 


| 


J. Best (1927 Scott Sunbeam Sprint), 1940s. ©Mortons Archive 
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3. Crash Helmets 


The speeds attainable by motorcycles had 
increased drastically after WWI and where leather 
flying and motoring type helmets had been the 
original standard choice for many motorcyclists. 
By the 1930s, crash helmets constructed from layers 
of linen and shellac were increasing in popularity 
with civilian riders. In fact, the ACU had made them 
compulsory for TT Riders as early as 1914. Britain 
was in the lead when it came to the manufacture 
of motorcycle helmets with Germany close behind; 
meanwhile Americans had to import these items 
from Europe until the early 1950s when Bell Auto 
Parts of California began making the 500-TX. 


25 — ett BARE DIREIC INT TO AE KO FMBAICILET S 
£, DUCA Ay bAL AHHH ea TIVAR: PIFAI 
cCEW ELK, VU BOUL-Z CBI IED SRINT 7H 
S (ACU) (Ck a CNIDX y bP RBA SNH, Rel 
Y-PRELHBOLH-AIL Ay DIN 7+ V-4-ORIG 
HABVA—-KECELUKS UPUISBI0FHICAS &, HRBOA 
DL —V — te CIMAID TPT IN-—FFARO [77 Y4- 
AIbxy bl DERLIBDEST. MOTT UAEANILXy b 
BE CHRO Retin ES CHW. HLYT RT PZ OREB 
DTWISRR CLK PAU A CASO ADGBIC (IL: 
—h-+/X—Y) * [500-TX] HET SEC TEVAPET 
YPs Oem Ada 2$AL TUE LK 


L Mortara u 
» AMIATION 
EQUIPMENT 


124, GREATPORTLAND 
- OXFORD STW. 


1940s 


Khaki Drill Cotton 


Small Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 


| September, 1924 


Fic. 4. ‘tre Romixsox “Savery Frest’’ 


HELMET. 


HE safety-helmet really owes 

its existence to two things : 
firstly, the rapid development 
of the flying-machine, and sec- 
ondly, to 
motor cycle engine developed 
faster than the frame, brakes, or 
“tyres. This rapid development of 
the power-unit naturally over- 
stressed the immature frames, 
with the result that accidents 
due to structural failure of the 
machines were far too common in 
the early days of the track. 


‘The first safety-helmets evolved 
were designed solely with the idea of protecting the 
aviator, and they were on the lines of the helmet shown 
in fig. 1 ‘They were found to be ineffectual for track 
work, for reasons which will became apparent later. 

Three or four years before the-war a number of 
officials of the Auto-Cycle Union, headed by Dr. 
Gardner, the well-known medical officer of Brooklands, 


Pr, x. 


=e to investigate the problem of safeguarding the 
rider, 


pes 


In the Tourist ‘Trophy races of 1914 the A.C,U. 
helmet was first made a compulsory part of the racing- 
rider's kit, and it proved so satisfactory that it is now 
obligatory in all speed events held in this country. 
Furthermore, it is illuminating to recall that the Royal 
Hunt Club are standardising the Robinson “ Safety- 
First” helmet for the steeplechaser next season. Thus 
has the older sport followed a younger in such an 
important detail as safeguarding the lives of its par- 
teipants, ra 

The investigations of the A.C.U. led to the discovery 
of the fact that the path taken through the air by a 
thrown rider is a parabolic one, and that the ground 
is seldom struck by the top of the rider's head, but at an 
acute angle, The problem resolved itself into providing 
prea of taking the initial shock of impact and making 
ee s body act as a not-too-effective brake—it will 
bri y be understood that the longer the time taken to 
bring his body to rest, the less will be the shock of 


pet required helmet had to be both a buffer 


How the Crash Helmet 
was Evolved. 


72. 


the fact that the_ 


The BROOKLANDS GAZETTE : 133 


THE RACING MOTOR 
CYCLIST'S LIFE- 
SAVING CLOTHES. 


By J. HARRISON, A.M.LA.E. PO, ee 


‘The helmet shown in fig. 1 was already in use; but 
while it formed an effective buffer, and protected the 
skull, the rim and the top rib were liable to catch in 
stones as the rider slid along the ground, and in catching, 
would pull him up with a jerk, involving the risk of a 
broken neck. 

STIFF LINEN OOME 
TREATED WITH SHELLAC 


FLUTED 
CORK RIM, 


PADDED 
SOFT 
LEATHER 


CHIN 
STRAP. 


Principles of Head Saving. 


Fig. 2 shows, in part-section, the Robinson “Safety- 
First ‘" helmet. A somewhat similar construction 
applies to all A.C.U, approved crash-helmets. It will be 
seen that the helmet consists of two main parts—an 
outer shell and a skull-cap. ‘The skull-cap, which can be 
laced up by the user so as to fit his head, in conjunction 
with the fluted cork rim at its base, has as its object the 
distribution of any impact sustained over the largest 
possible area, thereby effectively preventing fracture 
of the skull due to a localised blow. ‘The shell, which 
is fixed ta the rim of the skull-cap, is a perfectly smooth, 


Article from The BROOKLANDS GAZETTE, Sep. 1924. 


MOTOR RACING KIT . 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd Booklet, 


Early 1930s. 


JuLy, 1937 


I 5/6 


No, W2 BODY BELTS. Very 


MOTOR CYCLE 
HELMETS. AGA 


lined 7/6, In GY 


material, all col 


gle string 


i Moror Sporr 


Correct te 
e 'y texture ; the 
Clothin a ine tae 


tn Guarantee to 


for SPEED and COMFORT 


for ease of movement. Capa- 
cious side, patch breast and shin 

turn-down collar; shoulder 
. and all buttons are detach- 


able. Can be supplied in WHITE, 
6 : navy and black 30/-. 
RLPLES louse, prtnp edhe hen and Bre TERS DR ee 


cuffs, stand collar. 
and navy 25/-. 

In A lighter weight material of cheaper 
quality. In white only 17/6. 
OVERALL SUIT (No. 208). In the 
famous GRENFELL material, ab- 
solutely wind and_ waterproof’ 65 /-- 
MECHANIC'S WHITE OVERALLS 
12/6, blue or brown, from 8/6. 
“MOTORALLS” OVERALLS, in 
blue or brows), belt all round waist 11 /-. 


The above can be supplied with round sponge Bi ena, 
rubber pat, or Ohenite rina 


er oe ee eae 
42/-. Special Te 
aR oa p rms for Club Members 
jept. 
251, but fabric me.) 124, Gt. Portland Street, London, W.1 
‘ (No other Linton Adddreas) 
c Tolophone : MUSeum 4314. Telegrams : “ Avinkit, Wosdo, London,"’ 
or tan leather Works: Harrow, Middlesex. 


wen and red 
white linen, self 
“ELL waterproof 
. silk finish 12/6, 


Agents in Belgium, India, Portugal, H 
: . India, gal, Holland, South Africa, Greece and Denmark 
Manufacturers, Government Contractors and Designers. Trade and Clubs fuppitea! 


Write for our special quotations for quantity buyers. 


AD from Motor Sport, July 1937. 


W. M. Webb in custom-made jacket, Isle of Man TT Races, 1955. ©OMortons Archive | 


‘D. LEWIS LIMITED 


1245GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.| 


HELMETS AND FACE SCREENS-—-continued 


No. 254. The car racer type shewn has 


same strength and impact resistance as No. 252 
but the helmet is shallow and shaped to 
protect the back of the head, fitted with a fixed 
peak. The peak can be supplied separately with 


a strap for fixing if required. 
No. 255. As illustrated but without peak. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd Catalogue, 1936-1951. 


No. 252. The 
Standard T.T. Hel- 
met is fitted with 
a comfortable 
and cushioned 
headband, giving maximum ventilation combined with 
neatness of appearance, the inner cradle webbing is 
securely sewn with best quality linen thread. 

No. 253. As above but with peak. 


JERPOOL JOHN MOORES UNIVERSITY 
POT EARNING SERVICES 


No. 254 
Car Racer Helmet 


Late 1930s-1940s 
Large Brown-Print 
D. Lewis Ltd. 
Fibreglass Shell & 
Sheep Leather 


This crash helmet with its brown printed D. Lewis 
label was manufactured for automobile racers of the 
1930s and 1940s. The helmet has been painted mint 
green, possibly by the original owner; customisation 


was also popular with motorcycle racers of the day. 


REDTULY RR FNILPTOEZO (DIL A) BIDY 
Yas AIbdxy BME, 1930 ~1940F OFA -— b> bD—t— 
DIPALESDECT. FUYVHIL: F-F-—PWSUbR+TFV— 
VICRTURLEEDC, MROL—AGCIAT VY MTEO 
DARL + NIbdxy bPAAMTLE Le. 


086 


13 S. Lewis’s 


“Who is that chap around the corner called Lewis selling similar 


items to us?” 


By 1928, Sydney Vincent Lewis (1887-1959) had set up shop in 
nearby Carburton Street at no 27 and before long, top-ranking 
Brooklands & TT racers were paying him a visit. S. Lewis's had 
originally traded in used motorcycles. At the age of 25, Sydney 
Lewis had been chauffeur to a wealthy Mayfair banker, and 
possibly this was when he gained his mechanical skills. Old adverts 
claim that he started his business in 1918, at the time when nearby 


Motor Row was at its peak and awash 
with young men interested in the 
motors and motorcycles on sale there. 
Sydney soon recognised that warm 
clothing was a must for his customers 
and so added ex-RFC flying kit to his 
shop inventory. 

The 1924 London Business 
Directory lists S Lewis at 19a 
Carburton Street and for a while 
there were two premises, 19a and 
27. Then, from 1928 onwards, the 
business was located exclusively at 
number 27. 

Friction between D. Lewis and S. 
Lewis existed as early as November 
1924 when S. Lewis’s adverts stated, 
‘Kindly note we have No Connection 
with any other firm trading under the 
name of LEWIS,’ In a December 1928 
issue of The Motor Cycle magazine, 
buried under the list of surplus flying 
gear, S. Lewis’s advert states, “Racing 
clothing of every description, 
complete outfits for the dirt... as 
supplied to leading Australian and 
English riders.” Sydney Lewis was 
moving in a new direction. 


(Continued on page 176) 


DEPIC DS EWEEK DEEP A-TFUULKEGo BMECH<K UTS J 


1920E(RHR. (D-IL XR) MA-F—. FEY Kew Alt, PAO [H—- 


Illustration by REP from Autocar Magazine December 1933, “The 
Little Shop Where the Adventurers of 1934 Fit-Out for their 
Expeditions.” 


This old illustration by REP shows the inside of the S. 
Lewis store. Various old flying and motorcycle garments 
& accessories can be seen filling every available space. 


COBWT FA KS, REPEWIVP—F 4 A RA IOBOICHEES NE 
Rea [A—hA—] (CHBLELSONCT. S:* I 2A) OBAMH 
PHTHEW. TITYF- ZVICNIVAY bh. FUT -“Y LF: 
AS TES E DER EPUCPHIR L CHS 1 TUTARF DPR ES 


IN— b3KH) 283th] (WAKE DREVRAET SNS CAOFE ATE EL 
to UD DEB (S+IL1 A) — GACSMOSDLWBMOKRTT. FLT 
IBAICILINT 7 > D-H —P ESC KEGCALTWELKS 

A-F-DNY KIA + Ge VRU bs WHA (1887-1959) (S25REOEAIC X 
7 xP HK ORE SRT > OIE CHO EP DS. EFINT TOUBEBICOU 
CHB LEKDCT. AVBRICES &, [1918Hl(calR! | CHO THY, BD 
(BAIN, TORS PO TUELE. Ss ITA) PHoKA—IN— bial) 


lt (Ds JLT A) PHSTFTL—bh>-RK-—bF 
3A), MR PE-2—-—-O-] PST SCik 
PO FERC HH), COLUP ESHA 7 
ORIOL TS EBRALOCLED. F 
CISTI EZ EME [DUD + Ty b eB 
BPEL CWS) acc bicge te Cask 
THAR BHR CREE EARL TU EAUYR 
Fan OS RWRMIKDICHW ELE, 

1924 (CSace ne [AS kY- EVRA 
-YARJ CESSES IT A) lteMc 
[A—IN— hY3BH) M19aeG th] (ICR EA CT 
WELLE. TECF Clea—F —leos [FH 
JUIN— 6 3884) 27H] HUSH SED 
ISB". LUD L1928ELIRIt27T EHO AE 
WELE COWCl/NT 7 > VD—-t+—-ADO 
bP +t 7+— OY ie ee 
RHEPCAT-ALUVPObyA+ V-4Y-P#E 
KEL DICEWET. TUCTRRICINT TH 
I=74-LOBRFBCLCHNES ES 
END) ee ores 

—FAC. (S++ ILA A) (419245F 11 A OBER 
wm I771T Kh? VAVY] LUG BBX y 
&-VYeBS C7 + pleRUe ee 
KADSBRMOSH lt, —RUMRD HW) ¥ 
tA! | —-2Oxye-Vilk (D+ IT RZ) 
ICT SRE SOC, MALO PORE LRRD Z 
OROERK MK CEIBW EF. 
(P176\#it < ) 


27 Carburton St., 


London, 1975. ©London Metropolitan Archives 


A young lad turns the corner at 27 Carburton 
Street in 1975 after the S. Lewis store’s 
closure in 1968. Sydney, the founder, had 
opened one of London’s first Specialist 


Leather Clothing Shops at number 19a just 

a few doors away. The company moved 

to number 27 in 1928. Sydney was fiercely 
proud of his business, and there was some 
friction between him and D. Lewis although 
S. Lewis was finally bought out by D. Lewis 
in 1959. 


BED [A—-/\— b Yih!) 27S] OB EBC 
ET, CORR I/SEI HR SNEED TC, 1968 


ee CSC clolk S* ITA) OEP OVEVE. 
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1924FtRIC ES [A—/\— bh iB!) 190th] Ic 
SeLY-SPYEEA-—TFro EL C1928 Lhe lt 
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THE FIRM WITH A BIG REPUTATION. 


ss. LEWIS,» 


MOTOR ENGINEERS AND GOVERNMENT SURPLUS STORES, 


19°, CARBURTON STREET, 
Off GREAT PORTLAND STREET, W.1. 


"Phone: MUSEUM 1824 and 2075. 


All Goods we advertise sent on 4 days 
approval against Cash, Money refunded 
in full if goods are not approved of, 
Terms: Cash with Order only. 


Lewis's Genuine Bargains. All Post Free. 


LEATHER COATS. LEATHER COATS. 
RAF! RABY! RAB, I! 


LEATHER COATS 


New Airman’s long double breasted best Tan 
Chrome Leather, lined best quality fleece. 
Worth £12 0 0 Our Price £5 5 O 


Lined Teddy £5 10 O 
Sizes 36 to 44. Wonderful Value. 


RAR! RAP! RAP I! 
LEATHER COATS 


New Airman's } length, double breasted, best 
Tan Chrome Leather, lined Teddy. 


£4 17 6 All sizes to 44. 


Lilly 
By 


New long single breasted Leather Coats 
with wind flaps, lined Teddy, 
fitted with leg straps, in dark 
chocolate colour. £3 7 6 
Sizes 36, 38, 40 and 24 only. 
Wonderful value. 


This Skerch is Lewis's new best 
Tan Chrome Leather 

Coat, ig 22 ae 

lined best quality fleece, sylvet FUR COLLARS, FUR COLLARS. 


pockets and wind cuffs. We supply Fur Collars to fit any 
Sizes 34 to 44. of the above Coats. 10/~ 


£5 7 6 Fitted free. 


Other sizes to order. 


We hold the largest stock of 
Leather Coats and Motor Cloth- 
ing tn London, 


Ladies’ Coats also in stock, 


Pages from S. Lewis’s 4-page Brochure, Early-Mid. 1920s. 


This historic +-page brochure 
was issued in the early-mid. 
1920s not long after Sydney Lewis 
opened his shop at 19a Carburton 
St. The illustrations depict many 
WWI period Royal Flying Corps 
clothing and accessories. 


4R-VEWDIDAZOIPRGE 
NED. (S* ILE A) Oe [HA-/K—}f 
VA 19a) IOWA aR EMAL 
1920 HA~ PHD EDT, AZO 
GOAPCEPRNETA DARA BX PB 
—RHAAR HIRE ALE 
=DZ¢-—LYVPIEHVU—D [HF UF 
fal CLE 


We supply everything for the Motor Cyclist.- 


This Sketch is Lewis's new 
Chocolate Colour 
Leather Coat, 


lined fleece, Sizes 34 to +4, 


£4 10 0 


Also in best Tan Chrome Leather, 


£5 7 6 


Other sizes to order. 


Ladies’ Coats also in stock. 


S. LEWIS, Government Surpius Stores 


RAK 
Helmets, 


Allivafiee Helmet, 1 


W- 


~~ 


S. LEWIS, Government Surplus Stores 
Wk CLOSE AT ONE O'CLOCK ON SATURDAY. 


RAJ RAST RAF tt 
New Triplex Goggles, 


Luwis's—Triplex Goxwles, genuine Air Bonrd) Aviation 
Masks, soft brown leather, lined Nutria fur, new, Unted or 


tear Triplex glass, ideal for motor 2 
Ten tafe 


10/9 per prir, listed 42/-Clrat 


RAP, Featherweyht patter Triplex, Gogales, tinted 
i, 6 clear, 9/6. 


Spare Lefses, tinted ametem 5/6 per pair 


Protect yeur sight by wearing Triplex unsplinterable 
Goggles. Trade supplied. 


Aviation Masks, as sketch, can be worn over ardin- 
ary glasses, price 10/9 


RAF. Genuine long winter pattern Helmets. lined 
Chamois and Nutria fur. 


23/— Cost to make, 60/- 


RAF. RAE 
Lewis's. 
Airman's Sidcot Flying 
Suits, 
lined “Toedely, with Wallaby “fur 
collars interlined oil silk, sizes 
Sf, Bin, to-Gh. Zin. Ideal for 
motor cyclists. We have just 
made another huge purchase of 
4,200 ol the above suits whieh are 
pew but store-soiled on}y. 


safe 277 25), 


We have already sold this season 
neacly 2,000 suits. 


==sS 


Pome 


State height when ordering. 
Trade supplied. . 
‘These are guaranteed Waterproof, 


Hundreds sol weekly. 


We receive Orders from all parts of the World. = : 


S. LEWIS, Government 
WE CAN SUPPLY PRACTICALLY ANYTHING IN THE GOVERNMENT SURPLUS LINE 


Surplus Stores 


WA. Pattern Helmet, fur trimmed, 

fitted with goggle straps. Ln best tan and 

dark brown leather, 14/6, 13/6 & 12/6 
This pattern, Chamois lined, 15/6 


WITHOUT PUCK 
All leather WAISTCOATS, long 
in hightand dark brown, 
21/- Unlined 17/6 
Sixes 34 to #4. Other sizes to 
order. Lined throughout fur. 

35/- Led Teddy 27/6 


linect 


Ladies’ Leather Aviation 
Suits, as sketeh, 
w only. 


Made to o1 


RAL. Pattem Leather Helmet, lined, 
trimmed fur, 17/ 


All Teather 
Aviation 
Suit. 

= 
Made to 


order. 


R.A.F. pattern Helmet, trimmed fur, 
with patent neck protector, lined fur and 


fleece. 15/6 In dark tan, 


Best ‘Tan Chrome Teather 
Waistcoats, 
Made to order only. 


Kindly show this to your Friends 


The above are tailor 
made, full cut * 


KEEP WARM. 
2,000- Pairs Genuine 
thet, Fur Peak, Fur ex-W.D. Fur — Lined 


4 Handlebar Muffs,— - 
ial's | 5/G Pair. W 
5790 —~ 1 
ordi 
1¢ 
« 
ear 1 € 
and 1¢ 
peur 1s 
af) 1 
fap; _ Lay's MOTORING 
wis. ” HATS, can be worn 1 { 
5276 either up or down. © 
pper Fur trimmed, nicely c 
ao aa FZ lined, in Tan, Chooolate aS 
> 
Genuine “ AIRMEN'S ” Saal gee a 


Sheepskin Thigh & 
5920 rubber soles, lined natural 
“woul right through. Most 


Cost to make 65/-. £9E 
5737 Our Price 15/= cach. 1 
side- 2,000 Pairs Genuine : 
told- abet 's 1 
a7 GOGGLES, fur e 
Tri- I fitted gen 4 
sold @uplex) W.D. 1! 
5797 7/6 Pair. “fel 
ae S$. LEWIS jensctnuac ng Specialist, a4 
me 19a, CARBURTON ST., off 1f 
ame Gt. Poriland St, LONDON, W.1. Aer 
919 *Phone : Museum 4793. A 
tion, ‘Two sninates from Gt. Portland St. 
will Station (et.) Catulogue Fres. pay 
5364 We hold the largest stock of Leather Clothing 
Tri- in London. Ss! 
h or 
3918 
Fe? LEWI S : S 
Ke £45 
jai, ¢" 
5892 Bai 


‘ments should quote the number at the end of each ad) 


ADs from Motor Cycle, 6 Nov. 1924. 


These old advertisements were issued by S. 
Lewis from their first shop address. Look at the 
old images: flying helmets, gloves, breeches, 
items for both ladies and gents. 


SSeS 3 A ef 

GENUINE NEW EX-GOVT 
_ THE LAST BATCH. 

. 7,000 Suits. 

Fitted Fur Collars, 


O)j= per SUIT ‘Ps: Free. 


Outside material Gabardine, Lined Teddy, ~ 


Inter-Lined Babiste Water-proofing. 
(21,500 sutts sold by ys to date.) 


LEATHER COATS 


We hold the ee ee Leather Clothing 
in London. Sieg manufacturers no firm 
in England can you better value. When 

Visite Ceruenls ae Seal tare is give us a call. 


LEATHER COATS. LEATHER COATS. 
R.A.F. Airman’s, long, lined camel hair 

MeROe aarantrs wee celet sins <evin's onsale tin: 5 

Raglan D.B., lone, lined camel hair fleece... ss 7 
Bucklefast D.B., long, fined camel hair 

FERC ie Sec iniv, arale neg bale Faivins’s FE £5 10 
Bucklefast, 2? eae (approx, 42in. long). £4 17 
LADIES’ LEA COATS, 
Bucklefast D.B., long, lined camel hair. . £5 5 
Ordinary double- breasted type, lined 

camel hair 


CI ie wintan ait inlaws itive Ag ripley 

secu Bnceklefast j-length (40in. long). . £410 
Special line Gent's fu!l Chrome D.B., , long. . #41’ 
Leather Helmets, lined fleece. . r 

Leather Helmets. ‘trimmed fur. 19/6, 12/6, oh 15/1 
Ladies’ Leather Motoring Hats, trimmed fur 


Ss 


eatiee Becnen (special for Racing)...... £2.12 
Leather Waistcoats, D.B., 4 pockets, lined 

camel hair fleece 
Trench Coats, 4 in 1 (leather lined) 
Treuch Coats, 4 ia 1 (fleece lined). 
Trench Coats, SIN Lend iecceece sess sans a2 7 
Leather Canons yarious sizes and colours 8/6 to 20/- 
Leather Gauntlets, lined lambs’ woo]..... 7 
Fur eee Gauntlets. Coney Seal, 1st 


EROR CSoOeo 


Qa CY vies a oxo as oy ative alanine bel 6 
Fur Backed Gauntlets, Coney Seal, 2nd 

UGE Gals Pista te niire a tite ope e Se aly a SONS 6 

Fur Backed Gauntlets. Beaver Coney...... St) 7) 6 


All makes “ Ashestol"’ Gloves stocked. List free. 
Airmen’s } length Sidcot Coats, our own conversion 
from Sidcot Suits, only size 48in. chest left, 43/-. 
Airmen’s Gauntlets with lambs’ wool, lined muffle, 
10/6 pair. 

2,000 pairs Airmen’s Mark I, Mask Goggles, fitted 
with ‘‘ Duplex” unsplinterable lenses, 7/6 pair, 
Genuine W.D. 


§. LEWIS, Leather Clothing Specialist, 
19a, CARBURTON ST., off 


Gt. Portland St., LONDON, W.1. 
*Phone: Museum 4793. 


Two minutes from Gt, Portiand St. 
Station (Met.) Catalogue Free, 


LEWIS'S: 
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“Sizes 5’ 3” to 6’ 2”. 
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S. Lewis’ old “blue” labels for Flying Helmets, Mid-Late 1920s. 


Courtesy of Ian Wilson 


These small blue S. Lewis labels 
were attached to flying helmets; 
the left one (19a Carburton St.) 
was used circa 1924-1927 and the 
right one from around 1928 to the 
early 1930s. 


(S:ILT A) OBWS=- FNS, A 
WIFI LF + AIbAY HMC SAT 
WULbEDCT. AldtErD [H—-/\—b 
V3B19a] ERoTHH). 1924~1927 
FEEBIC{S AR. Alt [H—/N\— bY 3H) 19a 
827) GC. 1928F~19302E (ED HAICED 
AG UE e5 


Areal novelty! The latest Lewis goggles have 
their own wipers driven by a propeller. - 


Article from Auto Car, 12 April 1935. 


AD from Motor Cycle, 15 Aug, 1930. 


First turning on left from Gt. Portland St. Stn. by Messrs- 


=e §. LEWIS'S 


Of Racing, Flying and Motor Clothing Fame. 
(No Connection with any other Firm.) 


19 & 27, Carburton St., 
BUY DIRECT 


the Manufacturer. 


Brown Suedette Golf Jackets. 
flying, fitted Zip fastener, 24/-. 
S. Lewis’s High Speed Gozgles, fitted 
adjustable bridge, 1 O/- per pair. 
Ladies’ Coloured Flying Suits, fitted Zip, 


30)/-. 
Gents’ White, fitted Zip, 30/-,2'7/6. 


Unbleached, fitted Zip, 22). 
White, Navy and Black Flying Helmets, 
fitted detachable phone pockets, 1 O/~ each. 


Any Helmets made to measure—no extra charge. 


Trade & Shipping Supplied. 


London, W.1. 


from 


BEST QUALITY 


Flying Helmets as Pattern, 
fitted detachable phone 
pockets, complete with De 
Havilland Ear ‘Phones, 
Chamois lined, 25/9. The 


finest Helmet made. 


Ideal for 


Button front, 22) 'B 


Museum 
4793. 
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Padded Racing Jacket This double-sided brochure, pO eR Ree 
LEbBODCT. 27RD [L-Y>7- 
Z-Y| PLFAbLAY CHTENTSH 
), KICKAL ROOFS Y-—-70Y 
Kynoch & Lightning racing suits similar to those sold”). appt CWE Go IED D 
by D. Lewis at the time but with “WI A) CHWEED RRR EAE 

This black horsehide racing jacket some variations. The horsehide THLE. FaCD#R-AINT FRY + 
is the oldest example in our book. jacket below is described at the Ay bloDuUYTld, INU DL y KO BSA 
Look at the old Kynoch and early top of the front page. (MED A CHIT EN TVET. 


Lightning zips on the front, 


Late 1920s issued by S. Lewis during 


White-Woven S. LEWIS the early-mid 1930s, featured 
i : illustrations of two lancer fronted 
Black Horsehide 


pockets and cuffs. The white label 
was first used around 1928 when S. 
Lewis still rented two properties, 


19a & 27 Carburton Street. Page from S. Lewis’s 2-page 


A : Rete Brochure, Early-Mid. 1930s. 
COR-AINVM FRAY LUD + U4 
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These extremely well-made 
horsehide breeches by S. Lewis’s, 
with their striking burgundy 
label, probably date from the 
mid-1930s. The fall-front utilises 


no less than 4+ Lightning zips. 
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Padded Racing Breeches 
Early-Mid. 1930s 

Purple-Woven S. Lewis’s 

Black Horsehide 

Lightning 


Flying Coat 

Early 1930s 

Black-Woven S. Lewis’s 
Chocolate Brown Sheep Leather 
Button-Front 

Lightning (pocket) 


This brown sheepskin coat 

is testament to the amazing 
craftsmanship of the British 
leather industry. Note the angled 
D-shape map pocket on the left 
with its early 1930s Lightning 
zip. The black label dates to the 
late 1920s or early 1930s just after 
the company decided to close the 
oldest of its shops. Black was a 
widely-used label colour with 
British and US manufacturers at 


this time. 
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WY-FAXLVHI— bb, RICH S 
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KEICARMIC HS “D” HOV D> RT 
Y bP BeBe, TICleHhu (GFTk 
aU) BY yIN—DER SN WET. 
SAI PA-/N— bY) 27H] 
tach dnThHH), COLH-—+-Ia—-b 
IS1920FF (CR HA~ 1930ECADHAIC TES 
NEEDECTF. MRO NLIVER CIS, 
{EVA PVRKYVAHCLEOINIY 
AREAF—-ELK. 


PILOT’S LOG BOOK 


An old Pilots Log Book, sold at the S. 


Lewis’s shop in 1938. 


()9? 


The Gent test-riding an 80cc Hercules motor-bicycle 


in the above photo appears to be wearing this very 
I? le 8 y 


model of coat. The photo was sent to Sydney Lewis to 


display in his shop. 
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White Flying Suits 
1930s 

Red-Woven S. Lewis’s 

+ STAFIX Pre-Shrunk 
White Cotton Drill 
Lightning 


This white flying suit is very 
similar in design to the D. Lewis 
suit (see page 54). Perhaps it was 
made by the same manufacturer, 
L. Isaacs & Sons. During the 1930s 
cotton clothing in the UK and US 
often carried labels guaranteeing 
a garment against shrinkage. This 
STAFIX label states that the suit 
has been thoroughly shrunk prior 
to purchase. 


(SS: JL4 A) HOZO [BvIs1 7 
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Padded Racing Jacket 
Late 1930s-1940s 


NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER FIRM. 


musedn i793 Ss Lewis's wustu 4793 


27 CARBURTON STREET. LONDON. W.1. Missing Label 
<2 OF RACING, FLYING AND MOTOR CLOTHING FAME. Black Horsehide 
~~ ctors to Foreign and Colonial Governments, Lightning 


Flying Helmet 


ME Bra by, sds 3 
Yel A. Norma 
1930s owe, firtol- 
Red-Woven S. Lewis’s MANUFACTURERS of — 
Flying Suits. 
Black Capeskin Fiancee 3 Tnvve+a 


Body Belts. 
Racing Visors, 
Crash Helmets. 
Flying Helmets. 
Telephones. 
Leather Coats. 
Leather Suits. 
Leather Breeches. 
Waders. 

Racing Goggles. 
Meyrowitz Goggles 
Ponchos. 


White Drill Helmets, 

Grenfell Helmets, 
(All colours). 

Berets. 

Art. Silk Shirts. 


Sole Criginators of the 
Black Rubber 
Competition Coats, 
Double Texture, Twill, 
Black and Fawn. 


Comparing the flying 
helmets, red lettering was 
used during WWII and 
blue in the late 1940s. 


Invoice by S. Lewis’s, stamped “3 fuly 1935.” 


An old sales receipt from S. Lewis for Mr. N.E. Brady 
c/o the Lloyds building in Leadenhall, London, who 


EOF RIED DCU ABa RK : 
bought a Car Crash Helmet and Visor on 3 July 1935. 
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Flying Helmet 
Late 1940s-1950s 


The label is missing, but this black 
horsehide racing suit was made by 
S. Lewis in the late 1930s or 1940s. 


It comes with a 1938 Lightning 


Blue-Woven S. Lewis’s 
Black Capeskin 


zipper and the overall look of the 
jacket is very handsome. S. Lewis 
had a small shop, but the high 
quality vintage pieces reveal the 
craftsmanship in their 
manufacture. This is why so 
many British racers in the 1930s 


wore outfits by S. Lewis. 
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“To § Lewis With Best Wishes from J. L. 


This old photo was sent to Sydney 
Lewis by, we think, J. L. Travis 
possibly of him racing at the 
Ulster Grand Prix in 1939. 


Very Best Wishes to S Lewis and thanks for the good service over many years,” Kenneth Bills, 1940s. 


Travis, Belfast, 1939.” 


EDS ae WoL (See AGN) 
L-H—-PS (S+ IL A) H#ARHe 
AD TIASNESOCT. V—ABElt 
1939ED (QIVAR—GP) DEACT. 


C.H. Davis, Junior MGP, 1949. 


(Left) Kenneth Bills, seen here 
astride his Norton, sent this photo 
to Sydney Lewis for display in his 
shop. His mechanic, or possibly 
his father, also wore an S. Lewis 
coat. Kenneth came first in the 
1938 Junior MGP winning it three 


times in total. 


(A) COAWSRTAR-EWKE 
WI (J—bhY) F-LOS1B—Pd 
(S: ILL A) GESNKHOT, AIC 
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Charles Hornby, Belle Vue Speedway, 1930s. 
©Lancaster-Hornby Archive 


George Taylor (491), Young John Surtees (centre left) and his father, Late 1930s. 
Booey) & 


we 


Phil Bishop, West Ham Speedway, Late 1930s. Les ‘Smiler’ Wotton, West Ham Speedway, 1930s. Aubrey Lawson, West Ham Speedway, Late 1940s. 
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1 4 Brooklands 


Pre WWII, the place to see racers in the most up-to-date riding 
gear was surely Brooklands in Surrey, South East England, home 
to the world’s first purpose-built race circuit. The huge 330-acre 
site also hosted an aerodrome for aviators, and its legendary track 
was the gathering place for the top car and motorcycle racers of 
the day, the first competitive race being held there in 1907. For D. 
Lewis, Brooklands represented the one place where all of its target 
customers would gather and the company duly advertised in the 
three trade magazines that mattered, Flight, Motor Sport and Motor 
(cle. Their White Flying Suit was seen on Aviators and Motorists 
alike and was soon adopted by the Brooklands Boys. The company’s 
leather coats and jackets would often be worn trackside 
by both spectators and competitors. 

In 1939, Brooklands closed its racing circuit and the area was 
used for building fighter aircraft during WWII, the site continued 
to produce aeroplanes right up to the 1980s, but unfortunately the 


racers were never to return. 
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Eric Fernihough on Brough Superior, 1936. 


Eric Furnihough (1905-1938) IV y7 + 7P-=AY(1905-1938) ld 
was “The Man,” at Brooklands 19302 AGERE LIN 9 
during the late 1930s, he set a new iS SRD A-IN—Z %—TUke 1936 
FILED (FID + Ya-NUP) lc 
BS!) RIRAE- hEBML TVET. 
Rb Ss A) ROL-YLF-2% 
was from S. Lewis of Carburton —Y*EBAULCH), ZOBlEL—-2IT 
Street, London W1. PrICED TE SICMNONCLE. 


land-speed record ona Brough 


Superior in 1936, his racing suit 


howls of appreciation irom the | 


stands. Eric's one-piece pre dates 
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Eric Fernihough in racing pose on his Brough Superior. Brooklands, 1938. ©PA Images/Alamy Stock Photos 


Into 
the 
Fifties. 


(Late 1940s-Early 1960s) _ 


AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


124 GREAT PORTLAND ST.,LONDON.W.I. 


Front Cover of D. Lewis Ltd Catalogue, 1952-1955. 
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This photo was taken on Sept. 
17th 1940, the day after two 

Nazi bombs landed on Great 
Portland Street and destroyed the 
Beardmore Motor Showroom at 
number 112. The photographer 
stood opposite the D. Lewis shop 
to take this picture. It was a 
narrow escape for the company. 
During the war, D. Lewis was 
kept busy supplying the war effort 
and the shop increasingly sold ex- 
war dept clothing, reconditioned 
Irvin flying jackets, boots and 
gloves. By the late 1940s though, 
D. Lewis began to recover as a 
retailer and 1949 advertisements 
stated “...we are specialists in the 
manufacture of neat and well- 
fitting dirt track and road-racing 
leathers made in our new modern 
factory.” The range grew rapidly 
and a new catalogue was issued in 
late spring of 1952. 
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“The D. Lewis Ltd. Shop,” 1953 ©London Metropolitan Archives 
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This lady is doing a spot of 
window-shopping at the D. 
Lewis premises in 1953. The shop 
front had been redesigned since 
the previous photo in 1900 (See 
page 0) and seems to be in the 
pre-war 1920s /1930s style. The 
main signage has been changed 


. to Motoring & Flying K(it), 


the same text as used on the 
catalogues of that era. By the 
time this photo was taken, the 
main customer base had already 
shifted to motorcyclists although 
flying helmets can still be seen in 
the window display. At this time, 
‘company secretary Godfrey Lewis 


- and wife Marian were living 


upstairs. 
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l 5 Lewis, Godfrey and Nancy 


In 1956, the Isaacs family gathered around a large table with 
their lawyer. Sadly, Nathan Jones, the last of the original three 
founders of D. Lewis Ltd. had passed away on February 16th and a 
new direction for the company was needed. Under British law, the 
company was required to undertake the re-registration of the new 
stockholders with the City of London. 

Looking back to 1929 when D. Lewis Ltd. was formed, its 
original stock was equally shared by the three brothers David 
Lewis (director of D. Lewis Ltd), Michael Isaacs (director of L. 
Isaacs & Sons Ltd) and Nathan Jones (director of N. Jones). On 
the occasion of their death, the company stock was passed to wives, 
sons and daughters. 

During the late 1930s, Lewis Ellison, Michael Isaac’s first son, 
being the eldest from the second generation of the Isaacs family, 
became the total executive director of all three family companies. 

In July 1951, Godfrey Lewis, third son of David Lewis, 
undertook the role of Company Secretary and by the time of 
his death in 1973 had been in charge of most of the financial side 
of D. Lewis Ltd. even though he didn’t actually own any of the 
company’s stock. Godfrey’s name appeared in catalogues; he also 
worked at the shop and at trade shows. Many customers may have 
mistook him as being the owner of D. Lewis. 

Nancy (Neena) Krauss, first daughter of Nathan Jones, began 
working for D. Lewis during WWII. In 1955 she became a co- 
director of the company. 


AVIAKIT D. LEWIS LTD. 


19562, P44 y TAROALPHRBLACHCF— TIVE AA, erect 
ST (D+ 4 A) HORA BIREEME LTE To. FNS RRO BI X V 
IN—CHOKEAT HY © VS-—VAPRHALELOC. MUUOF STEO 
Y FU TARPAA Had oT SDE HW ELE. 

(D+ JLT A) PHRASE 7 E1929 ICR THELED. BR. SADT 
{Py 7A FEW RW AVA TA  D Aw ee 
»Va—LV AH ORES LK BUBUELE. TU CHS DTHRGT SEL 
LZ NENDBOHEHE SIC Es TRIM NTM< CEIBW ETF. 

1930 KBELUBIC TV I Py PARDO IPSV-EVRAAZACHESILEDIS, 
(RB) VITI: PILPyIZORBCHOWIA*  LVUYL CLE. Ble (D 
“WHA LS PIP yIARHLYRA), FUT N: Ya-Y RZ) O38 eG 
FOF UIS— (=H) IML TOET. TOMAS, Pty TARO 
EC. Nee PES EPS Cbs O. 

LOL (D+ JLT A) ORBEA EHD, RIBE—-BS< MLL OI, [WEB 
(=BItE) Dy KIV-—- WI ACLKS HAF. FEY FIT ADE 
BC, 1940 LUIS KA BH elt UH, AZOTFOREMC SHOT UY 
RASNTOEFT. TOMRISRM BIT SIBLE CMEELK. BOHEL 
MMOKL— K+ Yale bsBRICBML TOLEDO, BDBXKPRBOTER [Ht 
fl ECMBWLTOEPSLNEKA. LOALEHPIy FIV-—-WIAld 
HHEIC SU CL ORES << RAEL EPA CLR 

RIG Y + VA-VARY SI, RADFYY—+- 7592, MR [=-F] 
PBI RERARBYS (Ds ILT RA) CH KDICHW ET. ZUTI9SHlE 
lLILT A> LY yvewms, [KF 1L72—] (CMHLELEK. 


D, LEWIS LTD.» 
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124, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LON! 
TELEPHONE TOORSTS (OF 


AVIA KIT, 
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1954 1956 1964 


Godfrey Lewis, secretary at D. 
Lewis since his father’s death in 
1937, had signed his name on most 
of the company’s formal and 
official documents from the 1940s 
until 1973. 
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Here is Godfrey Lewis in a very rare photo taken 
in April 1965. Fitting a young motorcyclist with new 
boots at the Blackpool Motorcycle Show. ©Mortons 
Archive 
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l 6 The 1952 Catalogue 


A new catalogue was finally available at the D. Lewis store in 
1952. Paul Baratte Associates of Mayfair now handled all of D. 
Lewis's advertising and provided the company with a stylish 
new look. Flying suits and equipment were still featured but 
were dropped by 1957 as sales of motorcycle clothing increased 
dramatically due to a boom in use of motorcycles and the end of 
gasoline rationing that year. The early-mid. 1950s also saw new 
teenage customers visiting the shop and they did not go unnoticed 
by Godfrey Lewis. 


1952, DUMc (D-IL A) OMRICMLUAZATPOUMVELE. COR 
KPSXT TT VHRICHS (RI NGF  PYVIAY) tPpneao7 
PASTE Oke, FE VPLVAST Vy ValkaVeLE. 

ARIZ n#ECOHWUASOTEMRIC, RATER AY CIN, OREO? 1 
FLPIEISISICHT SNTOETF. UP ULIQSOFLM SAE RMROIN 7 4 — 
Le EVRA HBL, 1957FICIL DUCA ZOTPSHATLEWELES 

RROD) VARIED BREIL S 1, REAP RO PICA LIMOS L. 1 
FYACHOINI 7 > DIF 4 —PBBICB) EPWMDELES FUL TIISOEK 
POHAKDEEE SDR CHEBANSL ICH), SniseletHoOdy FIV 
— = IT Alle > TARE DH EUR CLE. 


Small Brown-Woven 


AVIAKIT Label, 1940s. 


This smaller-sized brown 
AVIAKIT label was first used 
in the 1940s. 


No. 208 Flying Helmet 
1940s 
Small Brown-Woven AVIAKIT 


RUBBION\ AU. (P U4 Py by) 


FZ AIVIE1940 ECE FEL AFHAIC OD & 


(RANT Brown Capeskin 


CLIMAX goggles, 1950s-1960s. 


No. 204 Flying Boots 
1940s-1950s 

Small Brown-Woven 

D. Lewis Ltd. 

Black Calfskin 

with Sheep Lined 


D. Lewis had sold goggles since 

the 1920s. Brands such as Octopus 
had initially targeted aviators and 
motorists but post WWII they shifted 
their attention towards motorcyclists. 


(D+ IL A) ClE192ZVERYS (AT bIN 
RZ) FIV KEBSMRIC. RAGI-TFVER 
BLTELE. MAMAN Oy beA-b 
-RITN-PS-Fy hECLED, Blt 
IN DRV OMCHREAIHCBHW ETF. 


The No. 204 1936 pattern RAF boots were a truly 
iconic item and saw use right through the War despite 
being superseded by later designs. Manufacture 
continued into the 1950s with the boots being 
particularly popular with motorcyclists and later— 
still with the Ton-Up Boys who loved them for their 


winter warmth and heroic appearance. 


19365F (CRE SOTA L Ze [#204 RAFF —‘Y] (4, REA S 
WEBEROLARMP IAT LCLK. TUTYUTHI VEE 
ABD SRA SOSZ< ONT Oy KoA AN, 1950 ICA 
2 COtEPRMEELL. MAWES, AyA-A-L-F 
XY MRAARAO (RL ty 7+ K-12) PHERHRAOR 
DS CRM D IY TACRICAW), BRILINT 7) ORIG 
AEaAPNCB DEC ECT. 


1. Flying Suits 


Post WWII D. Lewis was a contractor to the 
Swedish Air Force and still supplied the RAF with 


Avi sea Oe ve Se 
eae suits noe mid-1950s, this side of the No. 207 Overall 
usiness was in decline and catalogues from 1957 Flying Suit 
onwards only featured motorcycle clothing. 1940s 
iy 2 Small Brown-Woven 
PB REARARLUEO (D+ Ib4 A) (4 RHPBDNC, ZX D. Lewis Ltd. 
4 RRECHIF1 TRINA I 4 — LOREEN TET. NE ees re 
DOT 


LD LREOERDIED ICON CHMPEPEDEVRADEAIC 
Ha/|\ L. 1957ELIREIAOUMC D4 VY PRMAAI4A-LPAZB 
ATPORATLEWES. LS, E-2-44 DROB 
Puc Lb CBHEMAL TWSELED 


oe Ve 
OVERALL FLYING SUIT y 4 \y 
Me 207 (riot) Le 


OVERALLS & FLYING sults [GEES 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 


1952-1957. 


hig 


Navy Flying Suits are very rare in the vintage 
market. Made during the mid to late 1940s, this suit 
features zips on the knee pockets but these were 
added by the previous owner. The little embroidered 
label seems small for this large item. 
D5UILF-A-YORC, HEIRS LICH | SR 
Say PRR IU EIMEKE CHA ROINIP HU TU 
+ LED, 19402 PHA~ RAIS RIED S KDW O TAS 
NEL PRR y ROY y INH OTWETD. CN 
[AH t—F—PMRLESDCTLE Do 
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No. 207 Overall Flying Suit 
Mid-1950s 

Large Brown-Print AVIAKIT 
White Gabardine 

DOT 


y 


7 


Large-~Size Brown Printed 
AVIAKIT Label, Mid-1950s. 


The larger-size Aviakit label 


first appeared in the mid- 
1950s. Earlier labels were 


often embroidered but from 


now-on all of D. Lewis’s 


labelling would be printed. 


KEWHLAD (PG1P XY bh) 
SAID RADIC BIS LEDS. 1950 
EHO I ETT. COPS (0 \ 
UL A) DINIWNEBT. RUBY ; 
PETTY LY hHABHHW ELK. 


Un pom Pseacenhizes 
LATTENTAT a) ae 
CONTRE LE SULTAN y! : | 


Une anquéte médicale ie / 
a Rome at en Allemagne J - 


LE CANCER 


Nouvelles expériences Ry 


Neville Duke (1922-2007), WW? fighter Ace and 
Chief test pilot at Hawker’s during the 1950s. He 
became the fastest man alive in Sept 1953. Seen left 


E oy 4 em CIAL wearing his Aviakit flying suit. 


1940 ~ 1950 KIC Ot CREO by TNT Dy 
hE L Cie LER-—TD 4 Ib > Fa—7 (1922-2007) 141953 
French magazine Paris Match featuring Neville Duke on . HARIRI ACh ethic, HHBWIFTI(LE- TF - 
the front cover, 26 September 1953. —Y FRO< (D-IL 2) B) FBALTOELE 
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No. 860 Racing Overalls 
Mid-1950s 

Large Brown-Print AVIAKIT 
Green Gaberdine 

DOT 


This zipped overall with its lancer-fronted style was 
produced for Motor Car racers. Green and Fawn 
colour ways were available. Wartime Dot zips were 


used along with the new large format Aviakit label. 


Sve —- FOV be FHI LO [Yr IN—-HEA-N-—F 
—JL\ (4, 4ieA— b+ D-H —-—RI=X74-LEL ChE 
ENKOENCF. T¥VAZDAID AY IL: AI—lkREDY 
ZYVFEDN 2G. BBICE ERSNE (DOT) RY y/N- 
DPONTH!), & SIK1QSOF PHILS LKR CKE 
ZULAD (7 FAME TIEF 


Nae 
\ 
NI 
\t 


RACING OVERALLS 


Ne 2460 (le 


MILANO” SUIT 
Me. i 


SUMMER FLYING SUIT 
Me 250 


We. 251 


ieee | OVERALLS & FLYING SUITS 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1952-1957. 
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2. Flying Jackets 


RAF flying jackets were very sought after during BKM AAW LIES CAZOBEROLOM REZ 
BQUV-FRXLBU Ty hEULK. EHH ld [HUY Pit aa] 
the military, D. Lewis ran adverts offering to buy oe ee ee ai ee 
them from ex-pilots, and the company did a brisk FINA Dy KP SRAERICE TEL Ty LORRY ELT 
trade in these items which were available ‘coupon WEL. FOREACH UL Pian & BBA ST Slo lt, 
free’ meaning that precious rationing coupons did (HEH LISS < MLE) BCHBIT -—KL EDGE < THRACE 
not have to be used when buying them. 5. (7 -KLSB) MBAR SNSKDCHO TELE 


the post war years. As well as purchasing them from 


W 


LEATHER JACKET No. 386 ‘lefe) 


WWII Irvin Flying Jacket 

1940s 

British Military Spec Label 

Brown Sheep Leather/Shearling Lining 


GOLF JACKET No. 390 (i 
i 


Lightning 


Ail jackets stocked in sizes 32° to 44 


sy 
“tems | LEATHER & WATERPROOF JACKETS 


10 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1952-1957. 


Flying Mitt 
1940s-Early 1950s 
Small Brown-Woven 
D. Lewis Ltd. 

Brown Sheep leather/ 


Shearling Lining 
This is a genuine late war RAF flying jacket, also ; 
known by many as an Irvin Jacket due to it being 
invented in the 1930s by American parachute designer 
and one-time stuntman, Leslie Leroy Irvin. The 
RAF adopted the design for its pilots. Early versions 
featured 4 leather panels on the body but this began 
to change around 1944 and by the late war the jackets 
were multi-paneled to save materials. Jackets were 
also often re-constructed from used Irvin’s and the 
less-popular Irvin trousers meaning that there are 
many unique variations in the surviving examples of 


these iconic items. 


COY-YLIRIFILG Vary ba, BIRHRAR 
PICRRPSPECUEENCT. 1930FHICNGYa—h-: 
a aa CoN ae laa eB IW LN Le 
Y= -YA4 +7 —F4 VPS LV LERD, PUaY—- 
ALIZ—-OMCS [F-T4y- Vesey bl CdMene 
WEF, BMIFIOLY KP 4HOLH-NRIUC ES AVY 
CLEFT VCLED. 1941 FED 5 BBD /NA—L eA 
BpOteSEACGWEF. CHIMBREY RAC. AIF 
LUD Vary bRINVY ERARL CHEICEV LED 
ZAHZCHWELK. GRHICS( OV -G4rv Very hk 
PIYI—-MWICESNTHSF. TNPALIS-(2b5 THICK 
HWGEDCH Surplus WWII R.A.F. Mk VIIA Sunglasses/ D. Lewis No. 282 Sun Spectacles 


S. Lewis’s Sales Receipt for Ex 
RAF jacket, July 31/1947. 


D. Lewis Sales Receipt for “No. 
392 Flying Jacket; 29 Nov. 1962.” 


‘An old favourite is the 

Irvin Flying Jacket, of 

leather with a thick fleece 

ining. Used jackets cost 
about £6 10s, 


Article from Motor Cycle, 3 Dec. 1952. 


This No. 306 Flying Jacket with its torn 1950s, Aviakit 
label, was possibly issued to the Swedish Air force; 
zips and belt are replacements. The 1952 catalogue 


refers to it as a Genuine Irvin. 


1950EHRDHAIC (D IL-4 A) DHEFELE. [#06 TITY 7: 
Yoty hl] CF.(VET XY b) ORBWUKS CINE 
DICED TOES, COEF IVA LARPS HMiad 
THEDE, LPUNIL HABIT CF. 1952=DAZOT Cid, 
[AMOP-Tivs Very bl) cHBDNTOIELE 


“Sheepswool” Jacket 
July 1947 

Missing Label 

Shearling Leather 


Lightning 


The label is missing but this ‘Ex 
RAF Sheepswool Jacket’ was 
purchased from S. Lewis in July 
1947. 
L-AIVPMAUTOETR, ZOV 4 
Ay bE C REZ? BOIS CUE} 
DC Sst A) CoH E FmeEL 
Chest LL TWEE LE. FULFIL: F— 
F—ldlABlo C, 19475F 7 AICRRA. 


a iy 


No. 306 Flying Jacket 
Mid-1950s 

Large Brown-Print AVIAKIT 
Fur and Lambswool Lined 
Replaced 


Late 1950s 


See PORTIS 
OXFORD oe 


—— —_ a 


Small Brown-Print D. 
Lewis Ltd. Label, Early~ 
Mid. 1950s. 


The small embroidered label 
was substituted with a printed 
brown version in the early- 
mid 1950s but was only used 
for a short time. By the late 
1950s, this label style had been 
changed to Red and Black. 


SHH 4 ACHAOD (D- It 2) 
FAIVP RRP 5 TU VY bh BUC 
DokDis, 19502FDEA~ HEAD 
ZECLKES ZNINIVP ERA hr 
PF HARISSS < . 19505F HELI It 


[RER] ABOV ETF. 


“DAYTONA 
MW (rt ond bl 


LEATHER JACKET 


ROAMER™ JACKET wa 205 


>, > 


WTB earner & warenrroor sackets ueatnen « warereroor ixckers SEEN 


Pages from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1952-1956. 


* SOLID LEATHER. 
ae rtable and good | 


hard- 


pockets. £ 
Jeather | 


waistband 
* ony lined. 


Sizes 


£6. 12.6 


Also CORSAIR, similar to above with Zip pockets 
£6/17/6 
AD from Motor Cycle, 3 Dec. 1959. 


Small Brown-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


No. 385 COUNTRYMAN 


Leather jackets with a standard 
2-pocket design were already 

on sale at D. Lewis in the 1930s, 
but a new version named the 
Countryman featured in the 1952 
catalogue. This type of jacket 
was extremely popular for casual 
and weekend use. The style was 
expanded upon in the later 1950s 
with models such as the Corsair 


and Comet entering the range. 


Ry bP 2OMWVEA-—V EB yIAR 
AR-Y + Yo Ty BIO 5 
(D-IL4 A) CRRBSNTIEKLED, 
1952=OASZOTClL [AY EU-V 
Yl] CWO LUBE CHESNSLEI 
lCEWELE. #—-Fy MAME. 
MARS (AYVa PIVRBARAY 17 hI 
CLUCR<BNELE. FUL C1I95 OE 
FEELS MD UR RANA [IIL 
#7 |, farzy bl] evWok=a-EF 
JUNGE{E LL. PRR ILD HEX ELE 


3. Outfitters 


The D. Lewis store wasn’t huge but their strong 
point was ‘we supply everything you need. With 
over 100 different items of clothing by way of coats, 
jackets, suits, boots, and gloves in the 1952 catalogue, 
it could be said that D. Lewis never missed a chance 
when customers visited the shop. 

The increasing variety of goods were soon to be 
marketed by name instead of number. Items such 
as the Husky, Nomad, Roamer and Wanderer were 
far more evocative and formed part of the new 


marketing strategy. 


(D+ IL-4 A) lARUTKE GE CLBWEPACLED, [iB 
EPS Old) ChRMVURATWS 1] CEPL-IWA-K 
eC eo 19oetHlesetr owen Ro Cit. Ik. 7 
—Y, FO-FEENUSLEDP 1 FLPBRAN TET. 
(B@UANEBEDY CES GWC CIMBBAHKOEDTCT. 

TIFLRPBRBISBARC EC BRSBEBOMASHE 
les Viel As —I. [Fv EF), [a—-v—l. (oye a7 
al) eos o kb) RIAA CHENIER ETS CED, RRO 
(D+ U4 ZA) (CEs CHUL —-TF1 V TRB ED EDC. 


MOTOR CYCLE COATS 


i lie CRUSADER Goat LANL 


Motor Cycle Coat No. 350 (/efe 
4A 4h 
ale 


"HUSKY Ba 


Motor Cycle Coat No. 361 


Pages from D. Lewis Catalogue, 1952. 


No. 350 CRUSADER Coat 
Mid-Late 1950s 

Brown-Print CRUSADER 

Black Oiled Gaberdine 


Yours for gear 
CRUSADER 


& “AVIAKIT 


Brown-Print 
“CRUSADER” Label, 
Late 1950s. 


During the mid-late 1950s 
some AVIAKIT labels also 
sported the garment’s name; 
here is a rare Crusader 


version. 


EFIBPMASNEZDARY + 
Ibs PNIVEL P IT 4 PHY AYO 
“AAU” ORRB CRW ET. 
2M [FIbet ¥—-| BInit& 
THLTVE—FIC, 1950 RHA~ 
PHICOMPRANELES 


The Crusader, a windproof 
gabardine coat for motorcyclists, 
featured a pvc interlining and 
removable blanket lining, first 
appearing in the mid-1950s. It’s 
updated version had MKII added 


to the name. 


1950 PHICSIBLE [FILET a 
—]| ld. BAB: BKM + NDS ee 
LEE-B—-t4 ZIVRA—kCLE. 
PAYRIICIEPVCRO RHP Bon TSH, 
SH5ICZOHCMY MH ULARER DIL 
y MEMD ATS ATUE LE. 19504 
ABRICES EP Yy TF —bh + IN-Ya 
UPsssech, Basle [v¥-72) & 
VIMEO MDUET 
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4. Racing Kit 


The 1950s saw the worldwide economy making 
a strong recovery and one result was a boom in 
motorcycling across all age groups. 

This cultural phenomena produced many success 
stories, not only for companies such as Triumph 
but also for the accessory industry, too. D. Lewis 
Ltd. had worked hard and became world famous; 
Motorcyclists from many countries were heading 
directly for 124 Great Portland Street to buy jackets, 
boots, helmets, gloves and accessories. They had 
truly earned the name The Motor Cycling Clothing 


Specialists. 


BRERA REICH IEA D 2 LIDS &. 195041 D> 
BLEVYACHENT TZ +> F-LPWBEW ELK. TOA 
KOBE BICE CBD. INT TEED OIL CRIT TLD) 
ABBA TEA: AK-YV-—PSBLEF. 

MRE INT TRIO -YL 7s EVRA CRRA EMM ED 
D, BHO (DD: ILV1 A) CLK. TYVABANISSEHW, A 
—Dy NPP SINT DEW PBA ETL —b + K- bY BA 
WEANSEDICEY, ENPAIRAIBM TOET. Vv 
yh FY, AlbsAY bh, FGO-F, FUCBIEBEOT 7 
BEY. 2ORIGD > (D-IV4 XA) lk [E—2—5 7 
INRA=~ADTA-LOAZARYYVVAR!) ELTHU hE E 
Bick Dla) Gis 


At the Isle of Man GP, September 1957. 
©Mortons Archive 


R. Dean and P. Fernando, during T.T. Practice, 


6 June 1992 Mortons Archive 


Oulton Park, Sep. 1959. ©Mortons Archive 


Mr. GR P Helsham, 1950 Junior TT practice in his brand new UVR? suit. ©Mortons Archive 


Two-Piece Racing Suit 
Late 1940s-Early 1950s 

Small Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 

Missing (Jacket), DOT (Breeches) 


This Two-Piece Racing Suit 
with its small woven label 

is a great example from the 
late 1940s to early 1950s. Pre- 
WWII models featured the zip 
pockets in a lower position 
but they had now been moved 
up onto the chest area. Made 
from high grade horsehide, it 


featured a tartan check lining. 


REO \S LRRD OUP OWES 
M D-I4 ”2A) R[Y-E-Z- 
LiYVF + A-Y) lk, 1940 
fBRA~ 1950TE (RD RRICES NED 
NCG, LBRRK-AIM FEE 
LTS"), B-BYFIIRBORMH 
HAMUTHNEST. REilt 2 TOK 
y KD ROACH TUE LED, 
1O50E CLUE A RecA ANS 
ADIERYURS 


No. 407 SPEEDSTAR 

Late 1940s-Early 1950s 

Small Brown-Woven D. Lewis Ltd. 
PaviG? 


AERO 


TWO-PIECE RACING 
SUIT Wo. 402 (‘ot 


Ke 402A (leh 


SPEEDSTAR™ 2-piece de luxe 
RACING SUIT Wo. 407 


ROAD RACING SUIT 


7 


tems | -MOTOR CYCLE RACING KIT 


ONE-PIECE RACING 
SUIT We. 405 (pit) 


SPEEUSTAR™ One-piece RACING 
SUIT No. 407 


b, 
MOTOR CYCLE RACING KIT ram 


UNIQUE SERVICE 


™w 
sul 


O-PIECE RACING 
DSTAR” 2-piece RACING SUIT 


BREECHES we 40s 


MOTOR CYCLE RACING KIT Tors | 


D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue pages, 1952-1956. 
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The One-Piece Racing Suit was 
new to the post-WWII racing 
circuits and the first was said to 
have been made under request 
by Geoff Duke in 1950, but in 
fact, some existed before then. 
This style of suit did not gain 
popularity in the U.S. until much 
later, in the mid-1960s. Here is a 
cheaper option named the Speed 
Star from the late 1940s to early 
1950s, made in heavy P.V.C. with 
horsehide inserts, perhaps this 
was produced for the rider who 


wanted a fresh suit for every race! 


RRB LEIaA-VPIFhLP. [7 
VE-A-b-YyJ-A-Y| CLE. 
1950 IC YRED hy PE-—t+—-—K5K 
Yi7:Fsa-—I7P RMB CEH 
CWETD, Shblgiys [VJYE-Z 
*A—Y | ISEL CUES Co. = 
SREP HACE CHEL, PX 
D Cld RED © U1 O6OER BHAT A 5 
CPSERLTHW ET. CZICMTTS 
TFrE-AZ + A—Y (ESB PVE ([AY 
*E=—Ib- 7057 Fl ORS) Fe 
U7 RRMMAR GC. PAMBIIC Itz A/V EY 
FUIRA CHW ET, 1940 (KK EA~ 
1O50-E(C DHRC SESE ANT HH). WR 
[AE-KAS—) EWVSMRSEUR, 
PVCHUN—Ys > ehNA AFBRIt, LO 
CFR LY A— VY (CFRAEZ EVIE 
—F-DBAICIALSDEL ED, 


Leslie Graham (a.J-S.), 1950. ©Mortons Archive , , - 
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No. 403 One-Piece Racing Suit 
Mid-1950s 

Large Brown-Print AVIAKIT 

Black Horsehide 


DOT 


This one-piece horsehide racing 
suit features the 1950s brown 

Aviakit label. Top racers like John 
Surtees wore this new streamlined 


design. 
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Two-Piece Racing Breeches 


Mid-Late 1950s 
Small Brown-Print AVIAKIT 
Black Horsehide 
DOT 


No. 805 CAIRN 
Mid-Late 1950s 
Small Brown-Print 
AVIAKIT 

Brown Horsehide 
with Wool Lined 


/AVIAKK 
Sea, 


MARK | 4 


SS 


». i n 
) AQMD A BNA NC { 


tac CO 


No. 827 DOLOMITE 
1950s 

Black-Woven GLOLITE 
3M Scotchlite 


Small Brown-Print 
AVIAKIT Label, 
Mid-Late 1950s. 


A smaller version of the 
printed Aviakit label was also 
used in accessories like boots 
and gloves in the mid-late 
1950s, but they occasionally 
also found their way into 


jackets and trousers. 


RED VI1P yb) FAILS, 
1950 PHA~ BHC PIF TS = 
TH RORELTIELES EC) 
SUV 4 FAIA SNELED, 
BOD Ty bRINU YR E ORE 
mich TIoSnTrEs. 


The Dolomite Glove No. 827, 


featured a pocket containing a 


& 
fold-out over-mitt made from 
leather and waterproof Grenfell 
fabric, a strip of ‘Glo-lite’ was 
also applied to the outside of the 
gloves for added safety when 
hand signalling before making a 


turn. 


<@ [#827 FOYT b+ FO—T] cla, 
DIARRA y hOTUYTHEH, 
(clk DF — ERGKHDSUIL LY 7rd 
MM CHES NES y KAIN—PAD TL? 
Sulveouacle ie Ala em tieatk 
MAFIA l¢ [FO-—- Fh! EM 
ENSHONC, 3MHO [ADyF- FT 
hl &U\>sPREX— IVA CES NT 
WELE, Zhlt/N4 7CR-LITSE 
(CHOARIEMRARHLT. £0 Biro 
Ele A NONE GT 
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5. John Surtees 


S. Lewis’s had many orders from motorcycle 
and speedway racing teams before WWII but after 
the war, top racers increasingly turned towards D. 
Lewis. 

John Surtees was one of the first superstars to 
receive a sponsorship from D. Lewis. A Norton 
team rider, Surtees gained his first championship 
in 1955. He moved to the M.V. Agusta team in 1956 
and held the #1 position by 1960. The sleek look of 
his D. Lewis suit had a big influence on the next 


generation. 


BoRHRAMLAMIS, Dly 77> XK CET 6B < 
ODINA7+-L—-t+—P S-I4 2) BREBAL CWE 
Lio UP LISS0ELIISEZICL-t-KSEY (D> 
Lap 2) SED NPS SB WR 

ACH. (DITA) Hlth CRE CROOLAE C 
EDI LLANES, OS) Wel Ses C les 
(J—bY) F-AICPHATS SKIS 1955 IC F yp VE SY 
(HBX, MVP FAR) F-LIBRBL E1956 FLUE 
1960 EC hY FOREX-FLELE. FULT O° 
42) BODVE-A + VHF + R-Y EE DBD 
—ILGBIS, RHCICAKEGBESAZAELE. 


= 
ie 
JOHN SURTEES 
in his “AVIAKIT” 
’ Racing Outfit § 
For ALL your clothing 
needs! Send for fully 
illustrated cata: 
logue to 
Dept, S. 


124, GREAT PORTLAND ST., LONDON, W.1 


Tel: MUSeum 4314. Grams : Aviokit Wesdo London 


John Surtees featured on D. Lewis AD, 1957. 


When D Lewis promoted their Aviakit brand to 
motorcyclists in the mid-1950s, Norton rider John 


Surtees became the iconic hero of their advertising. 


19507ECEPHA, (D-IL TA) ld (VP U47P ey b) FOL KESE 
I —t+4 INWRAABZIA CHAI FOE—bhGSZEI 
t, TORI MIO GBEE &eGoEODH, (V—bv) 

7.2 Jay: t—F4-ACUI 
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John Surtees on Norton, Brands Hatch, Mid-1950s. ©Mortons Archive 


aE il 


John Surtees’ striped Aviakit 


helmet was instantly recognisable 


& 
during the 1950s. Clive Bender, 


grandson of Nathan Jones recalls: 
“There was a blood stained 

crash helmet displayed in the 
shop window. It was said to have 
saved the life of John Surtees in a 


crash.” 


(PU4PHy YROAZAKITFAWNZ 
Dyva+ANbxy Bis 1950 CIE 
MmLEVYaY:-t+-F141-ADKL-FK 
C—TClijes £1 Foe Ya—lAD 
FR JI17+-NVA-CAPRBUMWL 
ES. (MO FHOB, BOY a- 94> 
FAICMPOUEIIy Yas AIxyY 
hPRMSNTIELE [FnltVarv 
“H+-F 4 -APEAL CR CaR ERO 
FACER DY Sel. 


John Surtees (M.V. Agusta) makes a pit stop for refuelling, Late 1950s. ©Mortons Archive 
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1 d No. 384 BRONX 


When Elvis Presley made his debut in the mid-1950s with hits 
like Hound Dog and Heartbreak Hotel, British teenagers, like their 
American cousins, immediately took note and embraced the new 
Rock ’n’ Roll movement and with the music came the fashion. 

D. Lewis had already been aware of the trend in motorcycle 
jackets and released the Highway Patrol jacket in 1955, but it didn’t 
quite fit the need of the young British motorcyclist. Therefore, 
they went back to the drawing board and created The Bronx 
jacket. This new jacket was partly a response to the new emotional 
youth culture and the needs of the young rider and it succeeded in 
combining style with function. The basis of the jacket 
was the early 1950s No.383 jacket (see page 112,) with its expanding 
‘AVIAKIT” back. The D-pocket and extra pocket from the later 
versions of the 1930s No. 702 jacket (see page 71) were added to the 
front, along with an extra, small horizontal pocket, military style 
epaulets completed the design. D. Lewis's 1920s D-pocket jacket 
had influenced American design and now it was back in vogue 
again via America. 

The Bronx proved an instant success at the D. Lewis shop and 
held on to its best-selling position throughout the Rockers period 
of the 1960s. The BRONX was the epoch-making jacket which 
showed D. Lewis the way forward to its next phase. 
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NER ONX Jacket 


American _ styled 
“King of the Highway” 
jacket. %& A black» 

beaut of hand selected 
@ leathers. * Body * 
and sleeves fully lined * 
woollen _ fleece. * 
Zipper cuffs and poc- 
kets. ye Snap back * 
lapels and collar: Kk 
Adjusta ble waist belt. * 
* «(Avia kit” expand- * 
ing back. 4% A really * 
fine jacket you will ro 
proud to own. 
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#384 Bronx was first advertised in the 
May 3rd 1956 issue of The Motor Cycle 
mag 
the autumn of 1955. 


azine but was probably released in 
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AD from Motor Cycle, 3 May 1956. 
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Here is an early version of the BRONX jacket from 
1956-1957. It comes with the small brown-printed 
Aviakit label, two tone rayon/tonic quilted lining and 
Lightning (front) & DOT zips. Adverts of the day 
exclaimed “American styled King of the Highway.” 
Early models were made from black sheep leather; a 
horsehide option appeared in 1962. 
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No. 384 BRONX 
1956-1957 

Small Brown-Print AVIAKIT 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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No. 388 BOMBER 
Mid-1950s 

Small Brown-Print AVIAKIT 
PVG: 

Lightning (front) 

& Swift (sleeve) 


AMIUAKIT 


GUARANTEED CLOTHING 
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size Following-on from the success of the BRONX, 1956 
saw the release of the No.388 BOMBER jacket in all- 


new PVC. 


PRICE 
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Paper Labels AVIAKIT, Late 1950s. 
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Let the specialists 


suit you! 
Fae Y Introducing 
the NEW “BOMBER” 
JACKET! 


Just look at these 


winning features: 
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MIDLAND AGENT) N, JONES, 
IS Tel, 2098 NORTHERN 


AD from Motor Cycle, 5 July 1956. 
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No. 384 | 


AND SIX MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 32/8 
10.10. Pp 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, Early 1960s. 
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PRODUCT 


TRADE MARK 
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Large-Size Brown Printed 
BRONX/AVIAKIT Label, 
Late 1950s. 


Here is another early version 
of No. 384 BRONX, this time 
with a large-size brown 
printed BRONX/AVIAKIT 
label, only used in the late 
1950s. 
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NO. 384 BRONX 
1957-1958 

Brown-Print BRONX/ 
AVIAKIT 


Black Sheep Leather 


Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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American-Flag BRONX/ 
AVIAKIT Label, Late 1950s. 


American flag BRONX labels 
can also be found. These 
predate the generic Bud Ganz 
labels as producing a different 
name label for every new 
product in the line proved 


uneconomical. 
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No. 384L BRONX for Ladies 
Early 1960s 

BRONX/AVIAKIT 

Black Sheep Leather 


ae 
Lightning 
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No. 384 BRONX 
Late 1950s 
BRONX/AVIAKIT 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


The BRONX jacket labels shown on this page predate 
the Bud Ganz labels. The jackets were exactly the 
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same style and quality as those supplied under the 
AVIAKIT label to motorcyclists. 
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No. 384 BRONX 
Late 1950s 
BRONX/AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers 
Black Sheep Leather 


Talon Replacement Zipper 


No. 384 BRONX 
Late 1950s 
BRONX/AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 
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American-Flag BRON 
+ White Lewis Leathers 
Label, Late 1950s. 


The New ‘Lewis Leathers’ 
label first appeared in the late 
1950s, sometimes with the 
American flag BRONX label. 
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| § Bud Ganz 


Sometime around 1957 or early 1958, a character named Bud 
Ganz appeared in a set of mini-D. Lewis catalogues (see page 
150) which were sent to young customers who responded to 
advertisements placed in music and family-oriented magazines. 
His name also appeared on labels in some of the D. Lewis range. 

Bud Ganz had been a mystery man among Lewis Leathers fans 


for many decades, but Clive Bender (Nathan Jones’ grandson) 
answered our questions about his identity very clearly: “He was 
the son-in-law of Michael Isaacs... married to Michael’s daughter 
Nancy who was a GI bride and went to live with him in New York 
after the War. He was actually a postman and tried to extend the 
business into the USA, but I believe the venture was unsuccessful...” 
In truth, Harold I Ganz (1916-1990), who had lived in Brooklyn 
his entire life, was never a designer but he and Nancy posted 
catalogues from their home to addresses in the U.S. well into the 
late 1960s. Subsequent orders were handled from the UK. Bud’s 


name disappeared from the mini catalogues around 1966. 
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appeared in a set of mini D. Lewis 
catalogues, Bud was portrayed as 
an American designer employed 
by D Lewis to originate their new 


= 


ine, but in reality he was 


n from Brooklyn NYC. 
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Another exclusive slick American Jacket 
designed by BUD GANZ! 


f° The DETROIT" 
 MAKESYOU FEEL 
THE MAN : 
YOU ARE! 


Tough, sturdy, scuff and 
waterproof solid black. 
Thornide P.V.C. Nickelled 
zipper pockets & cuffs. 
Bi-swing sheulders for 
rugged geod iooks! 


SENT FOR 
Deposit 
19 fj saszce by six 
monthly payments 
of 15/-. Post 26. 


Cash Price 99/6. The DETROIT 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, 
Write without delay to: Late 1950s 
(Dept. T/4), 124 Gt. Port- 
i D| Cwis ) land” St., : London, W.1. Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 
Personal callers u elcomed. — P.vV.c. 
Swift 


AD from T7it-Bits Magazine, 1 March 1958. 
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Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 
Label, Late 1950s-Early 
1960s. 


Envelope, posted by Bud Ganz, 1963. 


American flag AVIAKIT labels 


were used for a limited time 


in the Bud Ganz clothing line, 
this particular one was used 


Giciy’ fhvbarste on a Detroit jacket. 
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D. LOWIS LTD. 
\ (P/2. Box 231) 
\ 124 GT. PORTLAND Sr. 38 iL 
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Envelope, posted by Bud Ganz, 1968. 
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No. 60 CORSAIR 


Late 1950s 
Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


No. 382 WARMWEAR 
Late 1950s-Early 1960s 

Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 

Black Sheep Leather 


/Shearling Lining 


Unknown Jacket 
Late 1950s-Early 1960s 
Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 


Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


Another D-pocket jacket in the D. Lewis line was 


the No. 61 Highway Patrol, an exact copy of the 


American Oakbrook jacket by Sears. D. Lewis 


customer, Arthur Bransgrove, bought one for his 
16th birthday on 3 October 1955. The jacket does not 


appear to have been popular as only two vintage 


copies are known to exist. 
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GHOP PAK 


JUNE, 1959 


LEATHER FOR LUXURY. Want to impress 


the girl fricral 2 This magnificent outfit will 
certainly do that. The Highway Patrol leather 
jacket has a quilted lining and mp _pockets—price 
£10 17s. 6d. The silk lined horschide jeans, with 


zip and press-stud front are £11 18s. 6d. The new 
American-style Super Jef crash helmet is £4 15s. Od., 
and has been A-CU and BSI approved, whilst the 
Atlantic leather boots at £3 19s. 6d, have a strap 
across the instep and round the ankle. Wonderful 
for summer riding, all these items are sold by D. 
Lewis Ltd., of 124 Great Portland Street, London, 
W.1, and can be brought on H.P. (The beard is not 
for sale —Ed.) 


Article from Motor Cycle, June 1959. 
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Late 1950s-Early 1960s 
Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


No. 384 BRONX 
Late 1950s-Early 1960s 
Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 
Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Earlier BRONX jackets during = /\K » HY AMOMMD [FO72] No. 62 BLACK ARROW 
the Bud Ganz era had custom RIES IOANY 4 Ibs DAO 
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Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Mandarin-Collared 


Americano Jean 


Late 1950s Corsair 

Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT Early 1960s 

Black Sheep Leather Bud Ganz/AVIAKIT 

Lightning Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


This jacket is based on the Corsair 
jacket but has a mandarin-style 
collar. It is thought to be a one-off 


and is extremely rare. 
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No. 402 Two-Piece Racing Suit in action, 1960. ©Mortons Archive 
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zs ” se Gide sesotine ri d- Mike Hailwood CD) chats with Cision Agostini (left), Ken Redfern (44) and John Cooper (22), Mallory Park, 1 May 1963. ©Mortons Archive 


l Gq Store Managers 


Boom time was about to arrive at D. Lewis as the early 1960s 
proved to be a very busy time with young people coming into the 
shop all day long. Lewis Ellison, owner & director, must have been 
happily surprised as the business grew more rapidly than at any 
other time in the past 60 years. 

Jeremy Warshaw, grandson of Lewis Ellison, recalls the 
Directors: “They were a strange sight, being around 70ish while 
the average age of the customer was about 20. The man who ran 


the store on a day by day basis was called Keating... I used to work 
there as a 14 year old in my summer holidays back in the late 1960s 
and would love to come down to the store where I saw all manner 

of customers from the greasy biker, to the slick Kings road type to 

the famous (people). It had a great vibe, but at its root it felt like a 

family firm...” 

By the late 1960s Lewis Ellison and Godfrey Lewis were mostly 
working in the office rooms upstairs. Bill Keating, an expert long- 
term store manager, helped the customers. Bill was the front man 
whom every customer liked. 

When Godfrey Lewis suddenly passed away in 1973, Bill was 
appointed as Company Secretary, and was the first non- Isaacs 
family member or relative to be appointed to the board. Clearly he 


was a very valued member of the company. 
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BIRtEICRELELE AD from Motor Cycle, D. Lewis & N. Jones Shop Managers, 19 June 1958. 


N. Jones Birmingham at 738 Bristol Rd., 1950s. 


Prior to WWII, N. Jones had opened a number of retail 
stores outside London, but the business had slowly 
slimmed-down to three stores by the late 1950s. During 
the early part of 1960, the Snig Hill shop was relocated 

to The Moor in Shefheld and in November that year, the 
Birmingham shop moved a short distance to Bristol Road 
in Selly Oak. The N. Jones stores supplied exactly the same 
products that were being sold at the D. Lewis store in 
London which was good news for the locals. In 1965, the 
N. Jones shops were merged into the D. Lewis Ltd. group. 
There is no doubt that the N. Jones shops and Nathan 
Jones himself had made a huge contribution to the D. 


Lewis business over the previous four decades. 
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THE MOTOR CYCLE 14 Decemuer 1961 
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“GOUNTRYMAN ” 
COUNTRY MAD uy HUNTER, 
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N. Jones AD from Motor Qcle, 14 Dec. 1961. 


N. Jones Sheffield Shop at 176 The Moor, Christmas of 1961. Courtesy of sheffield 1 Library Archives 


N. Jones Birmingham at 738 Bristol Rd., 1960s. N. Jones Sheffield Shop at 176 The Moor, March 1965. Courtesy of Sheffield Library Archives 


N. Jones Sheffield Shop at 176 The Moor, 10 June 1965. Courtesy of Sheffield Library Archives 
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20 Red Labels 


The long-running BROWN label era of D. Lewis Ltd. from the 
early 1930s to the late 1950s was finally over. Entering the 1960s, RED 
was chosen as the corporate colour in the catalogues, advertisements 
and labels, signifying a new optimism, which corresponded with 


its American-style promotions; the shiny red quilted-lining, which 
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many American motorcycle jackets in the 1950s featured now 
became an iconic detail for British teens-invoking wild rock ’n’ roll 


culture and British teens responded positively. 


Leather jackets made by D. Lewis in the 1960s had “scarlet” (deep 1960 TICES Ne (DITA) OLV-YreTy bleld, EK [AA-L 
red) quilted linings. The RED era continued right through to the y h GEOR): HIF 1 > 7) OBO EON TET, TLT De I 
late 1970s. A) OD “PRUBH Ce” (S1OTOA RAE Cite ELK. 
No. 388 BOMBER 
Late 1950s 


Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
+ Small U.S. Flag AVIAKIT 
Paves 

Lightning 


an ANAK | Tipo 


Small-Red D. Lewis Ltd. 
Label, Late 1950s-Early 
1960s. 


This small red D. Lewis Ltd. 
label first appeared in 1958 


and was used in all products 


for the next two or three 


years. 
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No. 391 


Sizes 
34” to 44” 
chest. 


Weight 44 lbs. 


AND SIX MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 30/- 
EACH, OR £9.19.6 CASH plus 3/- P. & P. 
Made from fine black leather with the popular 
“2.way ” collar: with cosy quilted lining, it has 
four useful zipper pockets, zipper cuff and 

adjustable side straps. 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, Early 1960s. 
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No. 391 LIGHTNING 
Early 1960s 

Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


Here is an early version of No. 
391 Lightning, first released 

in Autumn/Winter 1963. Its 
symmetrical layout was not 
American in style but instead 
reflected a European taste in its 
design. The Lightning was just 
one of many new styles in the 
1960s, and ultimately became the 
symbolic “punk jacket,” in the 
late 1970s after members of the 
Clash began wearing it. By that 
time, the Lightning was the #1 
selling Lewis item, even eclipsing 
the Bronx. 


[#391 D1 hILY TD) PHBE NED 
(S196SERAD CECT, CCITT 
SHEP IVMLE SICRMHD ATT. 
EAMROF UT UAV XUAY+ AB 
{WVECUE<X. B-Dy/ NMETV 
RECZTCWOET. Yessir cB 
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24,GREAT PORTLAND Sr 
124,GRE St WI. 


OXFORD if 
Sn oe ee 
No. 62 BLACK ARROW 
Early 1960s faut 


Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning (Double-Zip Front) 


[RRAIAARPPAANA AN 


Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Horsehide 
Lightning 


‘s : No. 935 WESTERN JEANS 
| Early 1960s 
| 
\ 


24 GREAT PORTLAND S! 


The ball-chain style zip pullers have been a 
stock feature on D. Lewis jackets since the 

late 1950s. This orig 
by Gideon Sundback during the 


1930s and was leased to zipper companies 


inal design was created 


such as Talon and Lightning. Although it 
had also existed in the UK for 30 years, it 
was not used on motorcycle jackets until 


now. 


A IVF r— VL BOY yIN—TIP ttre (D+ IL 
4A) BY 4 Ty Bld, 1950 BRALUED TD 4 Lv 
F-YmIcCR<RPWUEFT. COP TFT IS19308 
TICEABROE FAL - H+ U REN y OPRRELED 
DNC A (GAY) HPH (GT baYY) HICH 
EAHEDU-ASENTETF, TOEMOTEVUAT 
HACK PSR-IF cL BY vy IN— DID TEL 
TWKLED, (D+ ILL A) BOE-B—-—+44 DW 
“Yury KOR ANS EDICH DEM IE1950 
ECR RALURE & te) ET 


ATHER — 
Aut We DAO TECTION 
The“ ANAAKIT” 
HELMET 


A modern production for 
men and women 


cydiists from one of the e 
established firms in the 


trade 
Available shortly from your 


local supplier ar 


al¥> iro ome nic), U 


S 124, GT. PORTLAND STREET, 
REAR OXFORD crects 


LONDON, w.1. 
rELEPROWE — MUSEUM 4234 


AD from Motor Cycle, 20 Nov. 1952. 


No. 913 The AVIAKIT 
Cork Protective Helmet 


Early 1960s 
Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
+ Cromwell 

Cork & Leather 


AD from Motor Cycle, 7 March 1957. 


FREE! iit every weiner ASK FOR“: 


AD from Motor Gcle, 12 March 1959. 


124.GREAT PORTLAND SZ 
GXFORD ST WI. 


—— «ess: 


No. 252 TRACKSTA 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Fibreglass Shell & P.V.C. 


THE MOTOR CYCLE 


12 Marca 1959 


6 pul 
Aviakie treloees. Durit 
repeacediy smashed stan 


AD “SKIDLID,” Daily Express, 
10 Nov. 1956. 


ges, 
aa) 


SKIDLID meee NOI AVR " 
Late 1950s 
AVIAKIT/ SKIDLID 


Fibreglass Shell & Leather 
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Small Red-Wing 
AVIAKIT Label, 
Late 1950s-Mid. 1960s. 


The small-brown AVIAKIT 
label was also changed to red 
in the late 1950s and was in 
limited-use by the mid-1960s. 


S Say4{ ZRD) AS ap THA AS) 
AIL. 19505E(RRHAICARE D 5 FR 
BABDWN ELE. 1960 PHAE 
CHA SNETOET. 


No. 197 M’ CORDS 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 
Black Calf 


SN 


No. 369/498 THUNDERBOLT 
Mid-1960s 

Small Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

Black Sheep Leather 
AERO 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Lewis was very busy during the 
early 1960s with new products 
frequently arriving at the shop. 
One example was the American- 
style THUNDERBOLT 

jacket (No. 369/498). First 
released in 1962, it featured a 
detachable belt with its chromed 
buckle. 


1960E(CADHAM (D-IL RA) (4 —-ZX 
LUC CICPITECRERL TS), BIRR, 
—BIt Uv WRRA eA E LK. [4369/498 
GUA—AIV | (E1962 SHB LIE 
PAYUDY+ AREANWOV 4 Ty bCF. 
JO-—hxy*XENK (MH HEATED) 
Ny DIV + NIV A ADD CORAL E LK 


No. 384 BRONX Mark II 


Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Label, Early 1960s-Early 
1970s. 


I he large-size Red Wing 
o o 
su 


AVIAKIT label was first used 


in the golden period of D. 


Lewis Ltd. from the early 

1960s to early 1970s. This is 

now the most popular label in 

the vintage market. The Red 
= 

SAI were wings were changed to Blue 


in the mid-1970s. 
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4919-25 Tm 
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The CORSAIR Mark I 
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HANNAN NY 


AVIAKIT 
a 


REGO. 
TRADE MARK 


No. 904L Ladies NOMAD 
Mid-Late 1950s 
Yellow AVIAKIT Tag 
PViG- 

Button-Front 


No. 361 HUSKY 
1960s 

Small Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
PVG: 

Button-Front 


AVIAKI 


No. 827 Dolomite MKII 
Late 1960s 

Dolomite/Lewis Leathers 

+ Stamped AVIAKIT 
Sheep-Lined 


Lightning Ring-Zip 


BLUVES with 2 ditterence 


AVIAKIT. * 


reaoe ARI 


MTs. 
EATHER GOODS should stways 4 | 
Dry tna Cool Airy place. Neyewed | 
“Bieeet W front of a Fire oF Rad, 

See wy oA rear 


AVIAKIT’s P.V.C. Repair Kit, 1960s No. 12 Legette Junior P.V.C. Boots Cover, 1950s. 


Ag 


of 


“Lewis, 4S 


by D 


coat 
aM 


A 


« 


wearing 4 


Rider 


In NOMAD suit, Aug. 1957. 


©Mortons Archive 


In Husky Coat, 16 September 1961. ©Mortons Archive 


In Husky Coat, 16 September 1961. ©Mortons Archive 


Dolomite Glove, 1960s. ©Mortons Archive 


Husky, Nomad & Roadstar suit. This PVC 
series from D. Lewis was an instant success 
with older motorcyclists. Each garment 
incorporated the Patented AQUA-SHED 
feature on the sleeves which prevented rain 


from entering the gloves. 


fANAZX—-J]. [AVE] FUT fA-—FAB—J_ WRC 
NS OPVCHA—Vld, FBCOIN, DW ICARN SW) 
ELE. tHe FO—-TFORED SMORAEES [V7 
Pevaiy kl CWDS RADT 1 TT PY tis X 
AaGuNe yen 


BLUE AMERICAN DENIMS 


No. 71 


IAKIT 


one, 


mn) — 


No. 988 Western Jacket 
Early 1970s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Cowhide 

Press Studs 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


The early 1960s saw D. Lewis 
importing Levi’s denim jeans and 
jackets before they were officially 
distributed in the UK. It wasn’t 


long before the company released 


PJLew'!s) ™LonDon, wt a leather version of the American- 
: style jean jacket which the British 


Z ; customers were eager to wear. 
Page from Lewis Leathers 


Easy Payment Catalogue, 1962. (D+ JLT A) ClE1 960 HHHIC TY X 
DP SBALIE (U-INT ZA) BY -Y 
Ke LOWELE. ENE T ¥ 
YAC CY -IN4 A) PAD TY Ile 
PSN COED a ERCOR CT. A 
DI Ty bls. IN A) OF=EL 
“VuTy bevr— + IN-Yarlcu 
THI), Hick SIMO THVALK 
DABFEBT UL UCLE. 


ike wy 
| AVIAKIT 


MADE ININGLANE 


| x <4 


No. 902 EVEREST 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Cotton with Sheep lined 


Button-Front 


ews | Jewis Jeathers SPECIALITIES 


F¥ EVEREST ¥/e4onolh, Coit 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1960s. 
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21 Lewis Leathers 
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The new Lewis Leathers name was added to D. Lewis’s 
motorcycle magazine advertisements in the early 1960s. The hand- 
rendered logo had been tested in leather jackets since the late 1950s 
and proved to be popular, and the trademark was registered in 
1960. 

D. Lewis Ltd. had already built up a great business with the 
AVIAKIT label, so why was the Lewis Leathers label needed in 
the 1960s? No doubt the company felt they needed to freshen-up 
their image and also explore new avenues to broaden the customer 
base to include non-motorcyclists. The Bud Ganz label was the 
first trial-run in the late 1950s. Lewis Ellison undertook the next 


challenge of setting-up a casual leather line along with a range of 


& 
fabric clothing manufactured by L. Isaacs & Sons. 


>) Lew!s) 


Exciting 
Exclusive 
American 
Designs 


T PLAN 


D 


y 
2 Be 
S 


JACKETS 
JEANS 
COATS 
BOOTS 


E.., For: 


Kk KKK kk 


124 GREAT PORTLAND STREET 
LONDON, W.] 


Late 1950s 


1964-1965 


Covers of Lewis Leathers Easy Payment Catalogues, Late 1950s-Late1960s. 


PLAN 


E.., Fee 


IF YOU RIDE A MOTOR-CYCLE 
oR scooT 
0 send you our catalogue 


stamps will be appreciated) 


19502E{K(HHR, (DJL RX) ISR LWT DL FEMBELIWELK. TNPAT 
UF hBBACHP NE UTA+LUO-A) C. 190FICBHBSHENSCR 
Mest [E—2—- 47] OBE COKE BP SNSEDIC BV ELE. 

BIC CP G1 Pe b) EWITILECRAL TKK bHD5S TF. GER 
LUFDLYREMALOD? CHisBHOT A-VEVILy Yast, V1 
JEW WIS —-Fy hEBWTED OEP SECLED. BRO (D-ILT ZA) ld 
1tOBS EDDC. HED SOA-B-HIBATWIEL KE. TORMDF + 
LU SP O50 BHCITS RITE UNE + BYR) YVU-AXCH!), thle 
WEOM UTA+>-L¥-A) Cleo BLY HROIT A> LY YUE 
55| Xu ERTS Le Pf Hy TARY R) OA-F-CHHBWELED 
TBs IRB SEDI TCOELED, ULI A+ LV¥-A) MlcAVATLY 
WRLY-Yreey KOEBTSEDCBVESF, 


’ jEwis 
EASY PAYMENTS 
leisure 


% LEISURE CLOTHING BY Jowis Jeathers 
ih 


NEW EXCLUSIVE STYLES IN LEATHER 


_@ LONDON: 
124 Great Portland Street, W.I, 
@ BIRMINGHAM: » 
g ABET Ring Hashes Teal to “ae 
© SHEFFIELD: 176 the Moor 


Feb. 1966 1967-1969 


No. 196 CASUAL 
LEATHER JEANS 
Early 1960s 

Small Red-Print AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Sheep Leather 


Lightning 


wee 


" eusie . wow! 


Lewis Leathers Label, 
Late 1950s-~Early 1960s. 


The new Lewis Leathers label first 
appeared in the late 1950s. Its 
hand-lettered logo conveyed a 
more modern image to customers 
and was often attached in tandem 
with a D. Lewis or AVIAKIT label. 


OL4 A+ VH-AZ)EWDRUWYINILY 
By LIEDIS1950FE(BHAD C&C, FH 
EDAD YT babe th lt YRS ORES (Het 
BARES ATCLED. CDNINIV{E 
1960E(CHHAE CPN TH!) (Ds IT 
ZA) Pe PUP EY b) DINW EF 
(CAIs R-LCM I SHET-AvSs 
<HW ELE. 


No. 935 HORSEHIDE JEANS 
Early 1960s 

Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. 

+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Horsehide 


Lightning 


From the article “Mod or 
Rocker?,” Motor Cycle 1963. Young 
Mod wearing a No. 420 ELITE 
jacket and Beat Boots. Casual 
leather jackets became a successful 
new line for the Lewis Leathers 
in the 1960s. Dec. 1963. ©Mortons 
Archive 


1963 OHH [E—A—- +7 JIL) 

(CHM SNe [EvAvsayA-ZA] O 
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Just look at these great new styles 


smart contrasting satins. Go along 
wear one of these fashion-setting 


Superbly 


r 


lean 
12.6 or 40/- 
3/- 


Boo! % 
Cash £9.12.6 
& mly. pyts. o 


AD from Jazz News, 


January 18, 1964 
MELODY MAKER—Page 13 


LOOK GOOD «FEELGOOD in 


Bel, WM 
124 G1. Pertiond St 
CONDON, 1 


Ads from Melody Ma 


JAZZ NEWS — Wednesday, May 16th 1962 


iu Jeather casuals! Slimline- 


tailored from Black Chrome leather, luxuriously lined with 


with the modern trend and 
styles! 


QED <at. No. 980 (left) 


d. Three welted pockets Inside 


fon styling. Slim-tatlor 


dep. & 6 mly. pyts. of 


REGENT. See #2 


Lewis Leathers" styles are 


to 44° chest. SAVOY also 


bust. 


) All you do to get them Is mall your order to: 
(Gal if you wish) 


(Dept. JN/20) 


124 Gt. Portland St., LONDON, W.1 


15 Aug. 1962. 


MELODY MAKER, 
February 22, 1964—Page 17 


LOOK G00D&FEEL GOOD in 


ry 
ster 34in-40in 
E7196 oF 407- 
dep. ond & mihly, 
pyis. of 23/3, 
and 6. 3/6, 


ey Lewis 


FOLK FORUM (cont.) 


ker, 


18 Jan. & 22 Feb. 1964. 


NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS * 
Friday, March 6, 1964 


D & FEEL GOOD in 


‘LOOK 600 


Just look at these great | 
new styles in leather | 
casuals | Slimling-tailorsd 
from Black — Chrome | 


Cot. No, 95 | 
Exclusive fashion in, Con. | 
tinental style. Real | 
Black Leather shorty 
coat with teebele and 
slim snappy lapels. 
(14.19. or 79/6 dep. 
& 6 miy. pyts. of 42/1). | 
P. and 7. 3/6. 

Alto ladies S.W.. W. & 
WX 


RECENT 
Cat. No. 982 

Three-bueton seyled in 
Black Leather. Super 
yearlet lining. and two 
aeeh: pockets and 


side packets | 
with flaps. 
Uined blue art 


silk. 
£3.19.6 oF 40/- 
dep. and 4 mly. | 


RECENT 
Cat. No, 088 


| Theee-buecon styled in 
Black Leather,” Super 


CLASSIC. 
7] 


cat. No, 
Superbly ceafeed In real 
black Teather. Three 
welded pockets. Insige 
Brenne pocket. Two-but- 
ton styling. Slim-tallored 
for the long. lean look. 
(10-7.6 or 40/- dep. 
snd & miy, pre, of 
31/3. P. and F, 3/~ 

Money back 


THE FAB 


BEA 
WITH LATEST CUBAN REEL 
by Lewis Leathers 


™, 


iss style, elastic sides, | 
pull-on tabs, 2” 
heel Really top auallty gear. TA7N1 or 
9/6 dep. and 6 monthly. pyts. of 
12/1 Py and Pe B/s, Mousy back guar. 


AN you do (0 mat them 19 mal your | 
‘arder to (Call If you wish) | 


(Dept. NETS) 
DIGL eRe 
‘sniper Wi 


jorlcoma above also at 


Ne Jones, 124 Bal) Ring Centre, Edgbaston 
St, Bitmingtiam and’ 176 the Moor, 
sheteld 


Ads from NME, 


6 March & April 1964. 


No. 982 REGENT 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Sheep Leather 


Button-Front 


No. 980 CLASSIC 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Sheep Leather 


Button-Front 


— 
wn 
w 
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Lewis Leathers Care 
Instructions Label, Mid-1960s. 


The Lewis Leathers label added 
care instructions in red in the mid- 
1960s. 


1960 HHBIC HSE, ULLAL 
RZ) DINIUCHRUOMFC RR) RH 
G$AEBEZXK| PMHSELIDICBVWET. 


AVIAKIT] 


e ed 


No. 94 CONTINENTAL 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 
Black Sheep Leather 


Buttons 


No. 196 Casual 
Leather Jeans 
Early-Mid. 1960s 
Lewis Leathers 
Brown Cowhide 
Lightning 


No. 426 SAVOY 
Early-Mid. 1960s 
Lewis Leathers 


Black Sheep Leather 
& Wool Back Panel 


No. 420 ELITE 


Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+Lewis Leathers 

Black Sheep Leather 
Button-Front 


a 
MADE IN ENGLAND [FO 
= 


-” 


Fi 
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No. 996 TOLED 


Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Sheep Leather 


Button-Front 


a 
ao AVIAKIT | 
a sections 
ee a 
No. 415 CAVALIER 
Early-Mid. 1960s 
Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 


+ Lewis Leathers 


a ei 


a ae, 


Brown Sheep Suede 
Button-Front 


Courtesy of Yuxou Kondo 


AVIAKIT 


T 


A} MADE INE 


REAL HIDE Label, 
Early 1960s-Early 1970s. 


The “REAL HIDE” label was 
added to D. Lewis’ SUPER 
range of jackets in the early 
1960s. A Super Bronx jacket was 
made of horsehide or cowhide 
and sold at a higher price than 


the sheep leather versions. 


1960SEACHD HALA, ARF CBP NE 
[UPIVANT BIJDRILD EMEP IV 
(uilge Sededs Meee yes & 
nity —-FARVHREW SINT TL 
—K@aR-—AAT FEL DUS IEA 
JI\F FREBRL WET. 


WHEN YOU'VE 
SEEN THEM 


AD from Motor Cycle, 11 Jan. 1962 


No. 384W/ 386 
SUPER BRONX 


1965-1966 


Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 


+ REAL HIDE 


Black Horsehide 
Lightning (Twin Puller Zip) 


uh 


The Horsehide BRONX, No. 
384H was first released in Sep. 
1962. It was changed to No. 440 
in 1963, No. 384W in 1965-1966, 
and finally, No. 386 in 1967. 


19629AIC [FOL IA7Al OA-ZI 
f{ F *N\—YSa Ul PSs. Pinatas 
“A-IX—" PhMbsoT [#384HA—/% 
= 9 Zieh ey Fall UIE. Lal, 
1963 lclt cnn [#440], 1965e~ 
1966F lt. [#384W J. 1967ELIREI4 [4386 | 
ICBDW ELE 


Mike Evans (Motor @cle magazine journalist) in 
Twin-Track Bronx, July 1966. ©Mortons Archive 


D. Lewis Shop Staff, Fred, in TwinTrack Bronx, 
Oct. 1967. ©Mortons Archive 
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Sydney J Furie’s movie The 
Leather Boys (England, 1964) 
focused on the 1960s rockers’ 
period. Actor Dudley Sutton’s 
character wore a No.375 BOMBER 
(Lightning-style) jacket and #938 
HIDE JEANS.” 


1964 FICARAS NET EY AB PL 
—-°-#-4 272) (YRI-+J-7a-Y 
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ALU beEBMICLTWET. EAROGE 
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No. 401 SUPER LIGHTNING 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 


+ REAL HIDE 
Black Horsehide 


Lightning 


A horsehide-version of the 
LIGHTNING also appeared in 
the mid-1960s named as the No. 
401 SUPER LIGHTNING. 


19G0TEAC PHA I4 [OT KIL) OA 
—2RZI\F Fe IN—VYarv, [#401 2—-/% 
— 7 h=L7| SHBSBLWET. 


No. 60 CORSAIR Mark II 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Sheep Leather 


Lightning 


No. 196 HIDE JEANS 
for Ladies 

Mid-1960s 

Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Horsehide 

Lightning 


No. 196 HIDE JEANS 
Mid-Late 1960s 

Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
+REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 


ieee 
Lightning 


No. 387 


Mid-1960s 
Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 


Black Horsehide 
Lightning 


r 


cise 


Lewis Leathers “Care 
Instruction & Address” Label, 
Mid. 1960s-Early 1970s. 


This new version of the Lewis 
Leathers care label, placed the 
Lewis Leathers name alongside the 
D. LEWIS address. This label was 
used from the mid-1960s to the 
early 1970s. 


COFNIVILI GOH EPER~ 19701 
HBA, ULI A+ LH-ZD Sri 
DIISILA KY ANS aS Coe ae 


(D-JL4 A) OFFA MDW ELA 


SUPER PLAINSMAN 


+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
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No. 62 BLACK ARROW 
Mid-1960s 

Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Horsehide 

Lightning (Twin Puller Zip) 
Courtesy of Koji Baba 


a! 


No. 102 BRENNER 


Mid-1960s 
Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
+REAL HIDE 
Black Horsehide 


Button-Front 


No. 391 LIGHTNING 
Mid-1960s 

Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


No. 375 BOMBER 


Late 1960s-Early 1970s 
Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Sheep Leather 

CLIX 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


An update of the No. 391 LIGHTNING with detachable 
belt. D. Lewis called it the No.375 BOMBER. The name 
was taken from the discontinued P.V.C. Bronx, No. 388. 
(See page 140) 
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No. 451 RAWHIDE 
Mid-Late 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Brown Suede 
Button-Front 


peer ag 


No. 428 WESKI 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Sheep Leather 
Button-Front 


No. 97 SUEDE MADISON 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Chocolate-Brown Suede 


Button-Front 


With the number of racing fans increasing during the 1960s, 196(0# HIS D-D UF + Drv AOS SICBIBL, ROL -AZ2BGltE TH 


British race circuits were entering their golden period. Many top ARS ECW ELE, TOMRKEVI T+ ATID y RESIS, FLT- SL 
racers, including Mike Hailwood, Derek Minter, Phil Read, and S—. Delb- Y—K, FUTY HAE: VAAT 4 -—=j[EVsEA-N-ZB 
Giacomo Agostini, wore D. Lewis racing suits. They were the best — DEA EBL TET. HOPBCUEL AY LF» R-YOR#S, SRF 
available in Britain. [NAhk Fat All ELTHVEMMEE TLE DIA) BCL 


Nov. 1963 
©Mortons Archive 
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THIS IS THE 


for a> hake Voile =f 
e ° e ate r) : 
Mike Hailwood Racing Boots eb 


(As stocked by D. Lewis) 
Mid-1960s 

Mike Hailwood Label 

Black Calf 


io i o 
Lightning 


ee” 


Mike Hailwood on Honda 
with boots taped to his suit, 
Senior Isle of Man TT Pit, 
September 1967. 

©Mortons Archive 
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BLANCHARD IvY DUNPHY READ AGOSTINI SEELEY MINTER VINCENT JENKINS ROBB COOPER HAILWOOD 
a a BLE JEAN singlet Ale 3/6 
TRACKSTAR” RACING HIDE SCRAM EANS Autozraphed metal badges EACH 
ETI. WEL AAET No. 934. A.C.U. approved. ae peels Ske 


AD from Motor Qcle Sports, Jan. 1968. 


AVIAKIT GP 
Riders enamel 
badge series, Mid- 
Late 1960s. 


No. 403 Streamliner 
Super Suit 

Late 1950s-Early 1960s ; 
Mini Red-Wing AVIAKIT 5 4 '™) x 
+ Lewis Leathers 
Black Horsehide 
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Lightning 
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Rod Gould (left), Santiago Herrero (centre) and Kel Carruthers (right), Belgian GP, 6 July 1969. OMortons Archive 
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Percy Tait at Ulster GP, 1969. ©Mortons Archive 


4 


167 


No. 403 Streamliner No. 415 Mistral One-Piece 
Super Suit - Touring Suit 
Early 1960s ‘ : ‘ Early 1970s 
Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. f Lew Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers ; i aby Yous + GENUINE LEATHER 
Black Horsehide ie ionl : ees. Black Horsehide 
Lightning Be) ae hi CLIX 
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Model shoot on the D. Lewis stand at the Blackpool Show, April 1965. 
Motor Cycle magazine writer John Ebbrell on the right. OMortons Archive 


No. 182 SPRINT SHIRT 
Mid-Late 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Horsehide 


ee 
Lightning 


No. 182 Sprint Shirt was a new FH82ATUU K+ Yryd ld1950E 
model released in the late 1950s RHC Meth. SAM LELP WD S 


and sold at both the D.Lewisand | ecg eee cu 
S Lewis shops; the latter called it i aU A 7 Ai Mone eee 


Utes (PIT9BBR) A-A/\T FRLORE 
The Speedshirt. (See page 179) D. Sy yirit@p tic, FR- H- BOATY 


Lewis sold it in Black, Red, Green 3. 4&'W) €LK, 


and Blue horsehide. 


Racing Trousers 


e 1960s-Early 1970s 


Racing Trousers 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Black Horsehide 
AERO 


No. 636 Scramblers 

Bib & Brace 

Early 1960s 

Small Red-Print D. Lewis LTD. 
+ Lewis Leathers 

Black Horsehide 


Lightning 
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No. 641 MUDLARKER 
Jacket 

Early 1960s 

Small Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Waxed Cotton 


Lightning 


No. 260A Car Racing Helmet No. 260A Customised Car No. 864T Trialmaster Trousers 


Mid-1960s Racing Helmet Late 1960s 
Red-Wing AVIAKIT Late 1960s Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Fiberglass Red-Wing AVIAKIT Waxed Cotton 

Fiberglass CLIX 


No. 642 MUDLARKER Trousers 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

Dunloprofe 

Swift 


—_ 
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No. 641 MUDLARKER 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Black Waxed-Proofed Cotton 


Lightning 
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These 1963 racing photos of Steve 
McQueen were published by 

this writer (Rin Tanaka) in the 
40 Summers Ago... book (2004) 
from Lynn Wineland’s original 
negatives. At that time I didn’t 
notice that McQueen wore a 
British-made racing suit which he 
purchased at D. Lewis during one 
of his London visits. McQueen 
made many motorcycling 
connections during these trips. 
The jacket and trousers were 
bought when filming The Great 


Escape movie (1963). 


CORBEN-—YCRNTSATIA-T7 
-Yyv94-L ORS (42008, 1.89 
DHECTFTUYbLEDOCT. Znlt 
SS8 [40 Summers Ago} ELT 
WEROTEC HUUCESRRKUY- 
TLYVIVESAPSAVYFIIVOSA 
RERVNBPIEDP SCT. Thltvy747 
—YLOTFII{N—-bhBL-AY-Ltip 
BULK, RICSBCHKRRSERCLE. 

HSORILARAAC LED. EDIE TUS L 
= YF eR IPT = PEND 
-IL4 A) PCHST EM HIB, BRIA 
Rize] (1963 ABA) ORR EL CTWE 
1962FILCO>Y KVICR< HBETSES 
DW. SOR (D-IL A) CHA 
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Steve McQueen at the Greenhorn 
Enduro Race, held on 26 May 1963. 
Photo by Lynn Wineland 

©Sean Kelly 


Steve McQueen wearing his D. 
Lewis No. 402 Racing Suit Jacket 
with single chest pocket, No.935 
Western Jeans and a painted 
McHall helmet. 


RAT 14-9 - Vy 741 -L PRC 
TED IS. (D+ IVT A) BO [#402 D—Y 
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[#9385 Vr AR—L+- Y—L Al ZLT 
NF VU bAWONIVZ ISK (Vy 7 
AIL) BNEDECH 


ee Prag. 


> . 2 kL 19; eo; 963. p 3 Wi ali ©Sean Kelly 
Movie Press Photo The Great Escape, 1963. ©Warner Bros. From the book 40 Summers Ago... 1963. Photo by Lynn Wineland ©Sean Kelly 
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23 S. Lewis’s 


Sydney Lewis’ business never fully recovered after WWII and 
the company founder sadly passed away on the 30th April 1959. 

On August 10th that year, D. Lewis bought the company and set 
up the trading name Carburton Street Motorkit Ltd. Since the 
1920s Sydney Lewis proudly declared “no connection with any 
other firm called Lewis,” but after the buyout, the business finally 
became “allied with D. Lewis” in the 1960s. 

Sammy Lewis (possibly Sydney’s son) continued to run the shop 
for D. Lewis but good business never returned; Sammy produced 
very few new items and instead, sold renamed D. Lewis products 
with S. Lewis’s labels attached. By March 1967 the shop had closed 
and the story of one of the great British leather jacket brands came 
to an end. D Lewis used the premises as a mail order facility until 
the early 1970s. 


No. 1221 The “Choice of 
Champions” Racing Boots 
Early 1960s 

S. Lewis 

Black Calf & Horsehide 
Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


1959. 4 A308, (S-JL1 A) DEBRA CHSY FI— + ILA AMTARLEL 
Keo BO RERARLUB IRE RED HE) RK EP VELI TC, falS= 8 A108 
(cit (Ds IL AR) DBINL, (A-WN— bY RKU-—b- E-2-HYb) 
WO>MAHERULELE. YRI— + IT Als 1920 HES [(S- ILA) lt 
(D+ IL4 A) E—DRBHKR! | CHSTESERULTARELEM. 1960 (CLI 
(kOUMC (D+ IDL A) MFERDEOTTF. 

YRKI- + II ADRES D-IL A) PDA-F-#HEHSEDISD, LIES 
< SX BTO) ti-—-WIAPRESES|\EMEELL. UPLB EVI 


EEtS. RRCAUVP BAP ARM LEC GHETF. FTOIHEHEELT, 


(D-ILT A) MACHA (S- IVT A) DINE TRETSEDICBVWE 
Lio &UCIS68EICRAIS. CI LCRHOGRNELH-—-YrTyh- TF 
UKORED, ELUCORERMULELEA. 
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N-REX—-INWA-F—-BAOBSEMRABC LUAU TWET. 


THE CARBURTON 
1950s 
Red S. Lewis’s 
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One of the few new items released 
by S Lewis’s after 1959, these 
trousers were quite different 
from D. Lewis’s designs at the 
time. The printed red labels were 
mid-late 1950s and the printed 
blue labels early-mid 1960s. 


1950 lt > KI— + LT ADHHATS 
AID, BAO CEWELK. BIE 
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No. 1964 RUFFRIDER 

1950s 

Red S. Lewis’s 

Black Horsehide 

Lightning 
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No. SL 974 TUFFUNS 
1960s 

Blue S. Lewis’s 

Black Horsehide 

Lightning 
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20 Aucust 1959 
THE MOTOR CYCLE 


YOU SAVE MONEY 
NO EXTRA T0 PAY 


GE: 


ONLY S. LEWIS’S OFFER THIS 
GREAT SAVING. . SEE HOW YOU 
SAVE FROM THIS TYPICAL 


EXAMPLE. 
ARMADRAKE ‘‘ METEOR ** COAT—Cash Price £10/10/10. 
From other firms—10/- dep, 8 mthly. ‘pyts. 28/8—Total 
£11/18/-. 
Only from S. Lewis—40/- dep. 6 mthly pyts. 28/5—Total 
£10/10/10. Saying you 25/2. 


The famous thermally insulated suit with 
patent built-in air channels, Waterproof 
and windproof, terrific strength, stain 
resistant P.V.C. Free irom condensation, 
In Lovat or Nayy Blue. 

Sold separately: 4 sinters 
COAT sent for 60/- dep. 6 mthly. . 
19/9. P. and P. 2/6, Cash £8/18/6. 
TROUSERS sent for 20/- dep. 6 mthly. 
pyts. 15/11. P. and P. 2/-. Cash £5/15/6. 
COMPLETE SUIT sent for 8Q/- dep. 


6 mthly pyts. 32,2. P. and P. 36 Cash 
£13/13/-. 
: “ SPEED 
Muuaield QUEEN” 


Super smart two-piece for ladies. Tailored in 
gleaming satinette waterproof material with 
suedette back, Jacket fully lined. Zipper 
front and patch pockets. Elasticated waist. 
In Green, Blue Wine and Black—sizes 
82 to 40 bust. 

Sent for 20/- dep. 6 mthly. payts, 
14/5. P. and P. 3/-. Cash £5/6/6, 


THE FINEST SELECTION OF 
RACING CLOTHING IN THE 
COUNTRY. 


a 
Seud for FREE Mustvated Brochure of 
FACING and EVERYVOAY MOTOR CYCLE CLOTHING 


on our NO EXTRA TO PAY Credit Terms! 


“ TRON 
Ar DUKE ” 


Well designed two-piece sult in heavy duty 
P.V.C. Fleece bonded for warmth and 
comfort, Generous wrap over double zip 
and press stud fastening. Fully adjustable. 
Positively waterproot with exclusive 
“ Permasee} " fused Sears, F 
Sent for 20/- dep. 6 mthly, pyts. 18/4. 
P.and P. 3-. Cash £610/-. 


RACING & TOURING 
GLOVES NO. 823 


Exclusive design. Soft tan leather 
palms giving delicacy of touch: 
finest quality real chamois backs’ 
Unlined. An 8. Lewis speciality” 
Only 19/6. P. and P. 1/6 


inadrake 


i Chamois chin pads for racing and 
= touring 4-. P. & P, 6d. 


| Mam distributors of CROMWELL and CARBURTON Helmets’ 
| OCTOPUS Goggles and ARMADRAKE Clothing. 


| TRADERS—Immediate delivery on Trade Terms. é 
| : ; 
| AU orders sent on approval against remMlHanCe 


CALLERS ALSO WELCOME— 
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY 


LEWIS'S 


27 CARBURTON STREET, 


LONDON, W.1. 
Tel. EUSton 4793 
' THE PIONEERS OF RACING CLOTHING 


Ad from Motor Cycle, 20 Aug. 1959. 


Cover from S. Lewis’s No.1 Catalogue, Early 1960s. 


LONDON, W.|1 
Tel: EOS 4793 


a 


FOR THE 
EVERYDAY USER 


FOR TRIALS 


Cover from 8S. Lewis’s No.2 Catalogue, Early 1960s. 


Under the guidance of the new 


owners, three new S. Lewis 


catalogues were released during 


the early to mid 1960s. They were 


also available at the D. Lewis 


shop. Reading the text by Sammy 


Lewis, one can almost sense a 


feeling of regret that the old 


company had been taken over by 


D. Lewis in 1959... 


1960 (CADHA~ BHBIC (D+ JLT A) & 


FC 3 DOFLWAZA 


DEFATL. & 


N5lk (D-IL A) OME CHESNT 


UN Wee 


S-—+ WI ADAyR-Y 


Reo LC, 1959HIC DH INLAHt Kok 
(D-ILT ADICBIMANKECES FBY1B 
PA CURD ED CEET 


D. Lewis placed their first ad for 
the S. Lewis’s shop in the 20th 
August 1959 issue of Motor Cycle 


magazine, the design was very 


much in the D. Lewis’ style. 


(D-ILT A) PD (S-ITA) BIE 
7-B{RO1959F 8 A RHEE SE-—a— 
44 7)b) ICBM LEGA. FHT UPD 
(D+ IL4 A) DABAWEXKER<SWT 
Ase Sir 


Ss: LEWIS'S 


27 CARBURTON ST. (off Gt. Portland St.), LONDON, W.) 
of RACING, FLYING & MOTOR CLOTHING fame 
MAIN DEALERS for “CROMWELL” & "ARMADRAKE” 
Telephone: EUSton 4793 
Dear Reader, 

My shop is a small one tucked away in a corner of 
London—yet it is the meeting place of champions; 
racing motorists and motorcyclists, scrambles and dirt-track 
experts come to me for their kit from all over the world. 
They come here because they find the latest ideas, the 
best fit, the “know-how” only brought by years of experi- 
ence and, above all, they find personal and friendly attention. 


Don't forget that mine is the best known name in 
the world for high speed clothing. | guarantee you com- 
plete satisfaction on any item you purchase; if you should 
feel unhappy about anything bought from me, return it 
unused and you will receive full refund by return. 


If you can call, | welcome your visit—whether to 
chat and look at my picture of champions, or to browse 
through my stock. And if you can’t call ?—then my personal 
postal service guarantees you the most careful and expert 
attention. I've been dealing with post orders for more 
years than | care to remember, and my mailing list is 
world-wide, 

| look forward very much to hearing from you by 
post, or to seeing you in person 


Saomanay Leni 
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+ 
* 

t have been in business since * 
1898. | have been pleasing and * 
displeasing people ever since. | 
have made money and lost 4 
money, I have been cussed and 
discussed, knocked about, talked + 
about, held up, robbed, etc. to * 
the end of the chapter. The only * 
reason | am staying in business * 
is to see what on earth will * 
happen next. i 
* 
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CID 5... 00 


Designed for the sprinter, but also adopted for use by the 
everyday rider. Made in strong, soft horsehide lined through- 
out with art silk, this garment is made close fitting and 
streamlined for minimum wind resistance, With laced gussets 
at the waist that make it fully adjustable, it has a wind-proof 
front zip and one pocket, Sizes 34” to 44” chest 


Price £10.19.6 plus 3/- Post 


AND SCRAMBLING 


27 CARBURTON STREET 


FOR TRIALS/SCRAMBLING/RACING/SPRINTING/ ie EVERYDAY RIDER 


SS Samay Lewin Scrambles & Racing Kit ——————— 


hist } Boots No. 2154 \ 


Price £6.12.6 plus 3/3 Post 
A fine, heavy boot—very suitable 
for trials, scrambles and heavy 
Made with heavy weight 
soles and uppers for hard wear. 
Sizes 6 to 11 


Cover & Pages from §. Lewis’s No. ? Catalogue, Mid-1960s. 


FOR RACING 
AND SPRINTING 


SUPPLIERS OF THE WORLD'S FINEST 
MOTOR CYCLE | 
COMPETITION CLOTHING | 


27 CARBURTON STREET, LONDON, W.1. 
TELEPHONE: EUSTON 4793 


2) Boots No. 2159 
Price €5.10.0 plus 3/3 Post 
These are fully described on Page 2, 
but they are such an excellent boot, 
that | had to give them an illuscra- 
tion to themselves! Sizes 6 to I 


Joe Fostra 
22-7-°2) 


SL-808 Racing Suit 
Hand-Painted by Joe Foster 


Early 1960s 
Lewis Leathers 
+ Blue S. Lewis’s 
Black Horsehide 


Lightning 


Joe FostER 
22-97-21 
O-Ry+ 


Z) 
Me 


The No. 182 Sprint Shirt by D. 
Lewis which was also sold at S. 
Lewis’s shop in the 1960s as the 
Speedshirt with its blue printed S. 
Lewis label. 


No. SL 364 Speedshirt 
Early-Mid. 1960s 

Lewis Leathers 

+ Blue S. Lewis’s 

Black Horsehide 

AERO 


COV4Ty blk (Ds IbT A) 01960 
fe(Clcsse LA [HB2ATFTULY bE: y+ 
Y| CF. UPLEBO GS: Ib A) 

DANI IMA, (SS + ILL A) OSB 
CHRRESNTOELE 
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SL-808 Racing Suit S. Lewis’s laurel wreath logo AtEtHRIRO LH —INy Fld (S + UT SSS: : 
Mid-1960s was their final label before the A) PAGS 31968 FLAC TES 1A, - Al orders from overseas 
a PSUR. SAULICAS 7 receive our 
Lewis Leathers shop closed in 1968. The patches eae es oe on : oS ae ‘ expert service. 
; : ; MP Sb-Y-LVG+A-* 
+S. Lewis Patch were attached to racing suits (Ati 454). PLE W RSRBIC (D+ IL ‘ eae 7 
Black Horsehide from the early 1960s. Atthe same 7 2) BPE ‘IEAHEHO (79 : o sha caat sll bur cudrenscs 
Lightning time, D. Lewis suits carried an 47x 9 kh) Oo (LU RAE) EL “¢ - bes sine ree 
identical laurel leaves label with —YVF + RYH TWEE LK 
an embossed AVIAKIT logo. LONDON: 124 GT. PORTLAND St,, W.! Tel.: 01-636-4314 
BIRMINGHAM: 124 EDGBASTON STREET, BULL RING CENTRE 
also Bull Ring Market (Stall 144) Tel.: Midland 7006 
SHEFFIELD: 176 THE MOOR, SHEFFIELD Tel.: Sheffield 26168 


\ 


Printed by Tee & Whiten and J. Mead Ltd., and Associated Companies, 21 Cit 
Standard House, Bonhill S 


AD from Motor Qele Sports, Jan. 1968. In 1968, D. Lewis adverts 
announced that it had “Allied 
with S. Lewis’s.” This was the 
moment when the 40 year 
long conflict between the two 
companies finally reached its end. 


19682F, (D-IL A) (SBS EIB TE 
MeIBRMLE LE. [S + UT A) ld feet 
ORES CF) — neh T19 
2h 5 < RL KML ORE RK 
(CHIEF DFT ENE LK 


eke RN 


Racer wearing a one-piece racing suit by S. Lewis, at Duxford, 22 Aug..1965. 
©Mortons Archive 
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Mailing Bag AVIAKIT PRODUCTS, 
Late 1960s. 


After the closure of the S. Lewis’s 
shop in 1968, Aviakit Products, 
the new mail-order division of D. 
Lewis Ltd., used the space at 27 
Carburton St. as a stockroom and 
dispatch centre until the early 
1970s. 
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27 Carburton St., London, 1975. ©London Metropolitan Archives 


This photo was taken in 1975 after the 27 Carburton 
St. shop had been vacated. In the early 1980s, New 
Romantics, including Boy George, who lived next 
door, opened the abandoned shop as a Cafe and 
Cabaret space. One friend of the group recounted 
that the basement was full of old goggles which were 


sometimes worn in nightclubs as accessories. 
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Fresh from D. Lewis “Badges-by-the-dozen Stand” is young Mike Cullingh 


a yee ‘a 
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am; he’s 19 years old. Originally published in Mfotor Gcle, 13 May 


. 


1965. ©Mortons Archive 
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Graham Bullett Collection/s9 Club and Len Paterson 


Photo Courtesy of 


hers stand, Mid-1960s. 
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Rocker on his Triumph wearing a No. 375 BOMBER jacket and PVC Jeans, April 1964. 


Mortons Archive 


24 The Cafe Racer Phenomenon 


Although motorcycles could get you to and from work, they 
could also be ridden for sheer enjoyment; with no real destination 
in mind, a ride might take-in a roadside cafe for a cup of tea or two 
before moving-off to another cafe and so-on. This was nothing 
new; bikes had been ridden for fun since they first appeared but 
now they were finding their way into the hands of working class 
youth, many who enjoyed riding at speed. British newspapers were 
quick to create a new folk devil; names such as Ton-Up Boys, Cafe 
Racers, Suicide Club and finally, in the early 1960s, Rockers were 
applied to this phenomenon. 

So what was a Rocker? Obviously someone young who rode 
a motorcycle, who probably wore a leather jacket and had an 
immense thirst for speed (and tea). Many were customers of D. 
Lewis — who had developed the new Lewis Leathers jacket range 
just for them; accessories such as jacket studs were introduced in 
1959, an Aviakit badge range soon followed along with embroidered 
patches. These items proved very popular both at the shop and 
by mail order and soon Rockers up and down the country were 
personalising their jackets and adding to the Rocker mystique. 
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(Left) Rockers were regarded 
as iconic by many in the 1960s 
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but were mostly mocked by the 


You feel great when you handle a Honda 


mainstream press. Here Mike 
Evans writes a positive article in 


Motor Cycle magazine. ‘ Jip ; eters 
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adopt a “holier-than-thou"’ at- 
titude to the teenagers. 

Many of these younger riders 
have a great deal of riding 
experience and take as much 
pride in their machines as do 
their older comrades. 

Let the younger riders dress 
as they please and ride the type 
of bikes they prefer—they do 
no harm. It is only a small 
section of riders who hog the 
roads and bring discredit on our 
game. 

Nowadays, much nonsense is 
written and talked abour “'ton- 
up kids,”” The phrase has gradu- 
ally become synonymous with 
coffee-bar cowboy, and, for 
that matter, with young motor 
cyclist. It is fortunate that the 
Irresponsible rider, whether he 
thinks of himself as a ton-up 
kid, cowboy or enthusiast, 
belongs toa very small minority. 

Without condoning the actions 
of the irresponsible element, it 


Two members of the Sunbeam 
Club find the Busy Bee's congenial 
atmosphere welcome after the 


is Interesting to wonder how 
many of the older enthusiasts 
weren't themselves just a teeny 
bit wild when they were 19. 


Outragecus 


The thing to remember is that 
we are all motor cyclists. The 
difference is that some are 
than others, Because the 
ones tend to look at their own 
“coffee bar’’ days through their 
rosy bi-focals, they think that 
the habits of the young ones are 
outrageous. Perhaps this is 
only to be expected, 

But it also Is to be expected 
that they should realize the 
fundamental reasons for the 
disunity in outlook and not be 
too harsh on the teenagers. 

if each age-group will live 
and let live, with hatchet 
burying all round, then this 
pastime of ours will be al! 
the better for it. 


der 


Jong trip down M1 


Article from Motor Cycle, 28 Feb. 1963. 


wichout leserlarecce [rom eid- 
er. They don't toke kindly wo 


embers shox nee 


NL. 


Four “Studies in Coffee’’—all taken at the famous Busy Bee Café near 
the Watford end of M1. That's Dawn in the first shot—and again, on 


boy friend Brion’s B.S.A. twin, at the foot of the page 


IT ISN’T a soup, it isn’t a sauce— 
nor, for that matter, a pickle. 

It isn’t even a variety. No, this is 
the badge of the 59’ Club at 
Hackney Wick. 

Every Soturday night the 
metor-cycle section of the youth 
club attracts a crowd of young 
riders from all over London. 
There is ample parking at the 
Eton College Mission, Eostway, 
and the lads have a big hall at 
their disposal. A juke-box and 
coffee bar add to the amenities. 
You can even have a game of 
table tennis or billiards If you 
feel like it. 

The great thing Is thot there are 
no membership fees, no regulations, 
Anyone is welcome and almost 
everyone goes! Ably managed by 
the Rev. Bill Shergold, the club 
Is affectionately known by 


London riders as “‘The Vic's Caffl’’ 


Dawn on the pillion (see above) 


® 


(Above & Below) Ads by Honda UK featuring models fully kitted-out in Lewis Leathers products, 
Motor Cycle, 1966. 


You feel greatwhen youhandleaHonda 


LIGHTWEIGHT BIKE 


BIG BIKE 


+106 mph 


+ 360 ar paid 


muy. JUST STARTING? READ 


= MAY 1966 2s 


‘aig creeds ii Se tals batting Mods a Rockers Mi OT OR ¢ Vi (LE NEWCOMER 


WILDEST ONES YET *| ote 'r-icice KNOW-HOW 


THE Wid Oot Whitoen wat even 
wider yesterday, Ont came the 
ives at Maratea Uhre yong me 


> CURE CLUTCH JUDDER> MAINTAINING MAGNETO 
_ YBSA AGS & YAMAHA 250 TESTS TIPS FOR TOOLS 
| >BUYING A BIG 'UN> TUNING A ROYAL ENFIELD 


Front page featuring “Mods vs. Rockers,” Cover from Motorcycle Mechanics, May 1966. 


Daily Sketch, 19 May 1964. 
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59 CLUB 
APPEAL BADGE 


Old 59 Club Patches & Enamel Badges, 1960s. 
SOLD IN AID OF NEW H.Q. 


00 Much by Russ Sainty & the Nu-Notes, a rare 59 Club artefact. Released 1959. 


1. The 59 Club 


Many motorcycle clubs formed after WWII but the 
59 Club was very different than the others. 

Initially the 59 Club was a regular youth club 
formed in 1959 by Reverend John Oates at the Eton 
Mission in Hackney Wick, East. Later that year, a 
certain Father Bill Shergold took the post of vicar 
at the Church of St Mary’s, which was attached to 
the Eton Mission. Being a motorcyclist, Father Bill 
formed the idea to hold a service for motorcyclists 
and their bikes and it was suggested that, as well as 
regular clubs, he should also invite the young riders 
who many saw as gangs. So, on the 13th of May 
1962, Father Bill rode to the Ace Cafe and distributed 
flyers to the youngsters there. The church service 
was well attended and a seed had been planted. In 
October that year, the 59 Club officially opened for 
motorcyclists and Saturday night was bike night at 
the ‘Vicar’s Caff? 
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AUGUST 1965 ] OCTOBER 1965 
ne mag pofthe — 


| | one shilling 


one shilling 


MAGAZINE OF THE FIFTY-NINE CLUB 
59) May 1965 Price }j- 
a’ 


A eel f 
Sehoben yp6s j ONE SHILLING, NOVEMBER 1966 » ONE SHILLING 
“Gh es 


i ce PULL-OUT \\| ismarcngee 
SUPPLEMENT 


the magazine of the 
fifty-nine club 


1 


magazine of the fifty nine club 


RACING 
FOR YOU? 


October 1966 November 1966 March 1966 


First published in May 1965, LINK magazine 
was the 59 Club’s own newsletter. Created 
by Motor Cycle journalist Mike Evans, it 


covered club events, news, rides-out and a 
agazine of the fifty nine lub 
AUTUMN 1967 » PRICE 1/6 


ia 


ib 


fy magazine of the fifty nine:club host of other articles. Importantly, it also 


WINTER 1967» PRICE 1/6 


carried many photos of the club members. 
The back issues make great reading. 
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SOUVENIR SUPPLEMENT: 2 


Winter 1966/1967 Autumn 1967 Winter 1967 
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AVIAKIT 


MADE IN ENGEAND 


Bi ist isi the fem ® 


Decorated Rocker jackets are difficult to find these 


Wwarweys 
By days; perhaps many still hang in the attics and 
sarages of the original wearers who can’t part with 
oO. Garag & P 
1965-1966 their creations. 


Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Black Horsehide 
Lightning (Twin-Zippers) 
Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


1960F ROO y A-APRL<AABLLEVI-Y4eTy 
hid. PEO HTC SU CHRD CLP BIEL Eo CWE 
Fo ROO YA-AlCes TRESS GEM” O 
LDC. BIRR PHL —-VIMRELTISEDNECL EF. 
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No. 384W BRONX 
1965-1966 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers 

+REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 


Lightning (Twin Zippers ) 


4 


Courtesy of Koji Baba 
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[ FIFTY NINE CLUB 
| Ea 


No. 391 LIGHTNING 
Late 1960s- Early 1970s 
Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Sheep Leather 

CLIX 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Looking at copies of LINK, it is clear that the most 
coveted jacket among members was the Super Bronx; 
Club leaders Father Bill and Father Graham Hullett 
also wore them; The Corsair and Super Plainsman 


were also popular during the 1960s. 
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No. 440 SUPER BRONX 
Circa 1963 

Small Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 

CLIX (Twin-Zippers) 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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A GENUINE 


: } EMBROIDERED 
PRODUCT | 
{ “Bes —~ 3 


A GENUINE 
EMBROIDERED 
PRODUCT 


4 
MADE IN ENGLAND — 5 


2. Jacket Customisation 


Lewis Leathers began advertising in issue 2 of 
LINK and each Tuesday night would set-up a 
stall on the 59 club stage; there members could be 
measured-up for a jacket, try boots and gloves and 
pay a visit to the D. Lewis Badge Bar. Just as bikes 
were often customised, so were leather jackets. Some 
owners treated their black leather jackets as a blank 
canvas imaginatively decorating them with studs, 
badges and patches many painted the logo of their 
bike on the back; skulls and crossbones were also 
popular. 

In comparison with American motorcyclists of 
the same period, British Rockers adopted a more 
hardcore image. The collected accessories on these 
customised jackets were often very heavy and holes 
made by studs let the rain in but who cared? —the 
overall effect was fantastic and a true example of 


individual self expression. 
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| Kewss | BADGES 


LARGEST SELECTION OF METAL BROOCH BADGES IN THE WORLD 


Below we illustrate examples from our range 


oHeD @ @©@oFCQoqm 
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See facing page for full details 


SIVOEyS 


SUNDRIES 


BE SMART -BE LUCKY! 


No. 124 RABBITS FOOT PULY 
For easy fitting to zips or boots, W 


No. 72 Fit a Lucky Rabbit's Fo: 
Supplied complete with split ring fq 
the sliders. Weight 1 oz. (28 9.) 


No. G41 OCTOPUS PANNIER 
Super quality 4-branch Grip for at 
to panniers and carriers. Four 12° (3 
10m,m. elastic, covered with brightly 
cotton, Weight 9 ozs. (255 9.) 


No. 39 DECORATIVE CURB C 


In 2 ft. (62cm.) lengths, in Chrome 
Weight 3 ozs. (85 9.) 


No. 105 STUDS 4° (9 mm.) dla 
Wi. 1 02, (28 9.) 


No. 103 STUDS {4° (11 mm.) dia 
Wt. 1 ox. (28 g.) 


g 
er 103 and 105 


No. L2t STEEL CABLE ae 


Unbreakable steel cable covere 


peloren sail Salety anna toe 
Length 22° (56 cm.), Weight 9 ozs. ( 
LUGGAGE GRIPS 


Luggage Hooks for use on pannie| 
ar S. of anywhere whe 


avoid scratching 


Grip No Total Length 
G.18 (i/lus.) 18° (46 cm.) 
G.21 21° (54 cm.) 
G.24 24° (62 cm.) 
6.30 30° (77 em.) 


No. 210 TECTOR BOOT PROTE 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1968. 


A flat alloy plate with countersunk 
screw on the instep of your right b 
start wear. Complete with screw 


No. 23 TECTOR TIPS 
Cast metal toe-plece. Complete 
Weight 3 ozs. (85 9.) 

No. 25 HEEL TECTORS 
Complete with screws. Weight 3¢ 


All Items on this page POST FREE 
other goods 


“1 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1960s. 


SUNDRIES 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 


BE DIFFERENT ! We offer you stars, domes and bars so that you can make your 


jacket imdividual at a reasonable price. 


EASILY FITTED. The stars have a stem with a spire nut ; domes and bars have 
two prongs. Fit them to shoulder tabs, waistband and pocket corners—all you do 
is punch a hole. 


IN 


No. 1 Star 3” across. 
Price 6d, each (6 for 2/9) 
No. 2 Star 2” across. 
Price 2,3 each (3 for 6/-) | 


| oan fe 
| No, 3 Star 3” across. | : 
Price 3/- each Dome {” dia No. 4 Bar 4” long. 


(3 for 8/-) | Price 3/- doz. Price 2/- doz. 


ih BE SMART — BE LUCKY ! 
Eth Fit a Lucky Rabbit's Foot to your zips. Supplied com- 
fy, he plete with split ring for easy fitting to the sliders 


? 

fi 
‘@ Price S/- each. 

wi 


HAND PAINTED DESIGNS ON YOUR CLOTHING ! 


BE DIFFERENT! One of the designs below can be hand painted in bright, waterproof 
colour across the back of your leather or P.V.C. jacket. 


CHOOSE from one of the bright designs below. 


© 


mE 
ms, 


INDIVIDUALISE YOUR CLOTHING 


Have the name, or the make of your model, hand painted on the back of your leather or 
P.V.C. jacket. 


Prices Designs 1—S5 Price 38/- each cash with order, plus 2/6 return postage. 
Lettering (all of one colour) 1/6 per letter, cash with order, plus 2/6 return postage 
Minimum 8/- 


31 


Broushy 
Uperior 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1960. 
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Be SMART. OE LUCKY! 
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SUK BTIKKAS 


Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1968. 
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No. 59 COMET Mark IV 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzxou Kondo 


No. 59 COMET Mark IV 
Mid-1960s 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 
Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


ther 
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No. 60 CORSAIR MarkII 
Late 1960s 

Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Sheep Leather 

CLIX 
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ANIAKIT 


MAQE IN ENGLAND 


No. 393W 
i PLAINSMAN 
Mid-1960s 


Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
+ REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 

AERO 


To FasrTo Live-Té Youne lo Die 


COR evievnnnannnnnnne 


No. 387 
SUPER PLAINSMAN 
Mid-Late 1960s 

Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
+ REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 

Lightning 
Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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TR. 
ey 


AQEMN ENGLAND! 

fev’ kee ne) 
No. 387 
SUPER PLAINSMAN 
Mid-1960s 
Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
Black Horsehide 
AERO 


I 


195 


196 


No. 384W BRONX 
1965-1966 

Large Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 
+ REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 

Lightning (Twin-Zippers) 
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No. 440 

TWIN-TRACK BRONX 
Circa 1966 

Red-Wing AVIAKIT 

+ Lewis Leathers + D. LEWIS 
+ REAL HIDE 

Black Horsehide 


Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


No. 440 Twin-Track Bronx was the new high-end 


version of the Bronx jacket in the mid-1960s, with a 


Twin-Zip for all seasons and “made of horsehide.” 
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Pith) AR-AI\G 


Genuine [ILD at Lowest Ever Prices 
a) AS? 


LOOK AT THIS PRICE - SHEER SOLID VALUE 
£12.19.6 P. & P, 3/9 ORSENT FOR 


LONDON 1124 Gr, Po. 


ff 0] BIRMINGHAM: 124 

XL Bul e 
Sere ‘Also Boll Ring Market (Stall 144) 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE SHEFFIELD 1176 The Moor 


Flyer for the new Super Bronx jacket, Autumn 1965. 
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Royal Enfield 


The D. Lewis Ltd. stand on the balcony at the Brighton Show, 1965. ©Mortons Archive 


D. Lewis exhibited at motorcycle shows from the (D = JL4 A) (S195SOTE(RADHAD SINT 7 + Y 3 — ChatBAIC TZ 
—REGRTSEDICGW ELE. 1954FORH [E-2— 
- +4 7)l) CleHORRI-—Ae, (NCHUbITAL EU 
WEVY< SU, KRREL TUE) EVR-—bUTOET. ZL 
CIN60FIICA SE, BBEENDBHBKES CS SIMD IE 


early 1950s onwards; in 1954 Motor Cycle magazine 
reported that customers had to “...elbow their way 
onto the D. Lewis stand.” The 1960s saw increasing 


interest from the post war generation, with journalist JICRWELES Ve-FURhOVAaL - LILSlt [P— 
John Ebrell referring to D. Lewis as “...this Christian WR a3 h- Ya—| (CHEL CUGEHOD Az. [£S 
Dior of leather clothing” and “-that motor-cyclists’ CLY— + JO-YUFRPIOD (DU AF 4 + F44-W) 
Savile Row...” in his review of the Earls Court show. DED CHW. NF TRVOFEI- OIDEDCHHS) CE 
FAL CWE FS Brighton Show, 1965. ©Mortons Archive 


The D. Lewis stand at the Earls Court Motorcycle Show, 1966. OMortons Archive The D. Lewis Ltd. stand at Earls Court, 1966. ©Mortons Archive 
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3. Leather Boots 


Leather jeans tucked into motorcycle boots was 


the Rockers’ style in the classic days. A popular 

choice in the 1950s was the No.204 Hi-Flite boots, No. 198 Hunter Boots 

while the 198 Hunter boots were top sellers in ii Original Box 
arly-Mid. 1960s 

the 1960s. The former was an update of the WW2 Stamped AVIAKIT 

RAF flying boots, while the Hunter had a more Black Calf 

streamlined fit and a zip-up closure on the back. CILIDX 


LY -INU YORED-—YVI VFS — TnlsOvA-A 
DRBWEARLIVE LE PCH 19504 [#204/\1 TF 
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b> CRHICBHCASEDICTASN WELLE. 
These boxed No.198 Hunter 
boots with early Clix zips are 
in deadstock condition, with 
their “Heavy duty Zipper back” 

———ae they were a must have item for 


Rockers. 
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ees | MOTOR CYCLE BOOTS & SUNDRIES 


Lightweight Gof? Top 


RACING 
BOOTS 


RUBBER BOOTS wo. x) 


No. 204 Hi-Flite Boots 


Port ances? wre | Late 1950s 
mStar CE } Small U.S. Flag Label 
Black Calf 


SUPE 


= ish 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Z TESTOR” Boot Protector 

0 af rs 
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Page from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1963. 
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No. 198 HUNTER Boots 
Early 1960s 

Stamped AVIAKIT 

Black Calf 


Lightning 


| munTeR 4uNion Boors tm | cincury RACERS BOOTS Ze 


Pages from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1968. Courtesy of Yuxou Kondo 
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Painted Crash Helmet 
1950s 
Jas Grose Ltd. 


HL 


4. Helmets 


The D. Lewis shop also supplied a wide range 
of Aviakit-branded crash helmets, alongside other 
makes such as Stadium, Everoak and Cromwell. The 
fighter pilot-type helmet, named No. 261 Super Jet 
was an extremely popular style among Rockers from 
its introduction in the late 1950s and right through 
the 1960s. 
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No. 920 SKIDLID No. 252 TRACKSTAR 
Early 1960s Early 1960s 
Small Red-Print D. Lewis Ltd. AVIAKIT/TRACKSTAR 


+ Cromwell 
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No, 906sT, ocToPUS 


No. 1668T. OCTOPUS , 


No. 9158T. ooToPUS 


No, O408T, OCTOPUS Price 


No, 92ST. OCTOPUS 


CLIMAX 510 Goggles 
1960s 


No, 99987. OCTOPUS 


No, 6158T. OCTOPUS 


GOGGLE MARK 7) 


GOGGLES MARK IX na 2409 


CLIMAX 510 Goggles 
= 1960s 
fens | THE LARGEST RANGE OF FLYING AND 


MOTOR CYCLE GOGGLES IN THE COUNTRY 


No, 4003ST 


Pte Lanne Pare) 


Mark VIIII Goggles 
1960s 


Ho, BOSST OCTOPUS Pricetepinr ar) 


No, 608ST OCTOPUS 


No. 261 SUPER JET 


1960s 
Red-Wing AVIAKIT/SUPER JET 


TRAD) MAF 
hie tw ENGLAND 


No. 261 SUPER JET , 
1960s 


Red-Wing AVIAKIT 
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No. 816 RACING GLOVES 
Mid-Late 1960s 
Stamped Lewis Leathers 
Horsehide 

Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


5. Gloves 


D. Lewis also designed and 


marketed its own range of 


best-selling gloves; among the 


most popular were the No. 
810 (known as Eight Tens), 
the No.694 and No.806 
Racing gloves with their zip 


closures. 
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No. 806 RACING GLOVES 
Late 1960s 
Horsehide 
Lightning 
Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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No. 694 ZIPPER GLOVES 
Late 1960s 

Lewis Leathers & D. LEWIS 


+ Stamped Lewis Leathers 


Sh 


Horsehide 


Lightning 


LEW) lewis Jeathers ctoves 
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ARBOUR OVERETFTS > 


: ZIPPER GLOVES No. 694 
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Pages from D. Lewis Ltd. Catalogue, 1967. 


6. Refresher Kit 


Leather goods need regular maintenance and 
a variety of Aviakit products were available for 
the job such as the refresher kit, leather care and 


waterproofing products. 
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25 Other Brands 


In January 1958, D. Lewis took out a lease on 48-50 Copperfield 


Road in East London (see page 212), this would become their 
London-based factory for the next 23 years. The company installed 
long-time leather garment makers Elizabeth Radley and her 
Husband Derek as managers and the factory made the bulk of the 
jackets for southern region of the UK. 

The factory also produced items for other retailers such as Pride 
& Clarke (who also sold Aviakit products), Reg Trott Scooters, 
S Lewis’s, Millets and others. The Highwayman label was also 
produced at the factory, starting life in the late 1950s it was chiefly 
marketed through shops such as Millets and famously Rivett’s of 
Leytonstone, amongst others. Hence it is possible to find vintage 
jackets of similar design and make to those of Lewis but with 


different labels. 
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| AWARD SUIT PREMIER COA1 
Olive Double Texture Super P.V.C. Blanket Lin 


SUMMIT COAT ADAPTABLE 
Extra Heavy Black Twill Double Lined P.V.C. Suit 


... When tl lovely weather for ducks/ 


Pages from Mascot Catalogue, 1950s. 


ATLANTIC 
Rough Weather P.V.C 


1. Mascot 


Mascot, based in Clacton, 
Essex, was run by P. & L. 
Suswin; they had a few 
popular styles which, just like 
Highwayman, were sold to 
stockists throughout the UK. 
Their jackets are distinct in 
that they were made from 
a soft sheep leather; pve 
was used under collars & 
epaulettes and for the facing 
inside the jackets. 


During the early 1960s 
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demand was so high for D. 
Lewis that for a short time 
they subcontracted small 
quantities of jackets from P. & 
L. Suswin such as the Bronx 
and Nevada, these also have 
the distinctive pve detailing 
and squared-off collars. 

Mascot ceased production 
of leather jackets in the 1980s 
and moved into technical 
workwear, and waxed cotton 


rainwear. 
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PRIZE COAT 
Fawn Gaberdine “3 in |" | Heavy P.V.C. Fleecy Lined Stout Fleece Backed P.V.C 
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FOR ALL WEATHERS 


Leather Motor Coat 
Early-Mid. 1950s 

Mascot 

Brown Sheep Leather 
Button-Front 


Mascot’s label colours were dark 
blue & white during the 1950s; 
their quality was very high at this 


time. 
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Centre-Zip Jacket 
Late 1950s 
Mascot 


Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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Douglas (Whirlwind- 
Style) Jacket 

Mid-Late 1960s 

Mascot (Casual Wear) 
Black Sheep Leather 

CLIX 


Corsair-Style 
Centre-Zip Jacket 
Mid-Late 1960s 
Mascot (Casual Wear) 
Black Sheep Leather 
AERO 
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Plainsman-Style 
Fringed Jacket 
Late 1960s-Early 1970s 
Mascot (Leisure Wear) 
Black Sheep Leather 
CLIX 


Corsair-Style 
Centre-Zip Jacket 


Mid-Late 1960s 
Mascot 

Black Sheep Leather 
AERO 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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Aviakit BRONX jacket and Kansas Cowboy Boots by Pride & Clarke, 1963. ©Mortons Archive 


2. Pride & Clarke 


Pride & Clarke were a supplier of camping/leisure 
equipment, car and motorcycle accessories; their 
huge business occupied both sides of the Stockwell 
Road in south London. Among the carburettors, 
brake linings and mudguards was a clothing 
department which mainly sold « outsourced brands, 
including Aviakit, along with a hacdtal of well made 


own-label leather jackets. 
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Pages from Pride & Clarke Ltd. Catalogue, Mid-1960s. 


Late 1950s-Early 1960s 
Pride & Clarke Ltd. 
Black Sheep Leather 
AERO 


Ri 


Texan Mk.II 
Early-Mid. 1960s 
Pride & Clarke Ltd. 


Black Sheep Leather 
AERO 


Kansas Cowboy Boots 
Late 1950s-Early 1960s 
Pride & Clarke Ltd. 
Black Calf 


MUA 
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3. Oakleaf 


Another maker was Oakleaf, a well-made 


leather brand from Turners of Ipswich, England. 
In the 1950s they released a range of casual jackets 
which, design-wise, were a mixture of American 


and British styling. Oakleaf’s products were also 


available at the Pride & Clarke and Rivetts shops 
during the 1960s. 
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This jacket with its cool white 
trims was mostly the same as the 
“Texan Mark I,” sold at Pride & 
Clarke in the late 1950s and early 
1960s. It looked similar to the 


No. 391 Lightning, but D. Lewis 
didn’t apply the white trims, 
except on the the mid-late 1950s 
Brooklyn Jacket. 
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Texan Mark I-Style Jacket 
Late 1950s 

Oakleaf 

Black & White Sheep Leather 


Lightning 


tien 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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Center-Zip Jacket 
Late 1950s 

Oakleaf 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Plainsman-Style 
Fringed Jacket 
Late 1950s- Early 1960s 
Oakleaf 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 
Courtesy of Yuzxou Kondo 
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Commando Jacket 
Mid-1960s 

Oakleaf 

Black Sheep Leather 
AERO 


4. Highwayman 


Elizabeth Radley & Son Ltd. was a long standing 
leather jacket manufacturer from London’s East 
End; Elizabeth and her husband ran the D. Lewis 
factory from 1958 to 1981, using their skill and know 
how to produce the increasing demand for leather 
jackets during that period. 

They also ran the successful Highwayman label 
for Lewis from the late 1950s to the late 1970s. When 
Lewis Leathers was sold to new owners in 1981, the 
Radley’s continued to produce the Highwayman 
brand until 1985 when the trade mark reverted back 


to Lewis Leathers. 
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234-6-8 HIGH ROAD, LEYTONSTONE, E.II. 
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234-6-8 HIGH ROAD, LEYTONSTONE, E.II. 


The machining room at the 
Copperfield Road factory in 
Stepney, shortly after it closed in 
1985. The layout of the machines 
is probably the same as when it 
was the Lewis Leathers factory, 
and one can only guess at how 
many thousands of classic 


leather jackets were made in this 
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D. Lewis Factory, Copperfield Road, Stepney, London 


, photo circa 1985. Photo Courtesy of Ragged Museum 
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The Highwayman labels on this page are the early 
version used in the late 1950s. It changed to the 


popular Script-logo version in the 1960s. 
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Card Highwayman Label, 


1960s. 


Countryman-Style 
Jacket 
Late 1950s 
Highwayman (E. Radley) 
Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Regina 3/4 Length 
Jacket 

Late 1950s 

Highwayman (E. Radley) 
Black Sheep Leather 


io i o 
Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 
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Mid-1960s 
Highwayman 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Dominator-Style 
Studded Jacket 
Mid-1960s 
Highwayman 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 
Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


The Georgian 
Mid-1960s 

Highw ayman 

Black Sheep Leather 


Lightning (Twin Zips ) 


as 


‘ 


rn Pe RA 


The Manila 

Late 1950s-Early 1960s 
Highwayman 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


Unnamed Jacket 
Early 1960s 
Highwayman 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 

Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


The Nebraska 
Mid-1960s 


Highwayman 


Black Sheep Leather 


io i o 
Lightning 


Courtesy of Koji Baba 
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The Manila 
Early 1960s 
Highwayman 

Black Sheep Leather 
Lightning 


Courtesy of Yuzou Kondo 


The Virginian 


Mid-1960s 


Highwayman/Rivetts 
Black Sheep Leather 


ed 
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Mailing Bag by Rivetts, Highwayman retailers, 1965. 


A Rocker’s Diary 1967-1968 


The next 23 pages feature a “Rocker’s Diary” from 
1967-1968. These previously unpublished colour 
photos were taken by John Keeble, an early and 
active 59 Club member (and Bronx wearer.) whose 
camera travelled with him to regular meetings and 
special events; the photos were taken for fun but the 
photography is brilliant and forms a document of an 
important period. The late 1960s are vividly brought 


to life in these ima 


ges, and we may possibly envy 
these club members and the fun times they had at 


the 59 Club. 
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1967 


. Harrow Road, Paddington, 1967. 


Photography by John Keeble 


(Right) In early 1965 the 59 Club moved to 
new premises in Paddington; pictured here 

is the main room where members gathered, 
decorated leather jackets were obviously 
popular with each prominently displaying the 
59 patch. 
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Inside the 59 Clubhouse, Paddington London, 1967. 
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Dane Rowe, 1967. 


The 59 Club Coffee bar, Paddington, London, 1967. 


(Left) Dane Rowe, former editor of 
Blackpool’s 64 Club magazine and soon-to 


be professional sidecar racer. 
(A) F—-Y + Old IDI y DT —-WX 
-647957) OxmEEC. RIC FOOT 


Cathy Tate (left) and friends, Chelsea Bridge, 1967. 
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Phil Cleft), Daphne (centre) and Bill Cight), 1967. 


Chelsea Bridge, 1967. 


(Left) The 59 Club stand 
regularly attended motorcycle 
shows with the aim of recruiting 


new members and raising much- 


needed cash. Here a fundraising 


raffle was held for a Motorcycle, 
a D. Lewis Bronx jacket and 
various other prizes. Club 
members helped-out by selling 
the Link magazine. 
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Maureen at the Earls Court Motorcycle Show, 1967 
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The $9 Club had a fair share of 
om 


female member; here is Avril in 


her Dominator jacket. 
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Avril, 1967. 


Pulling-in to the Blinking Owl Cafe, Rayleigh, Essex, 1967. 
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Diz at the Blinking Ow! Cafe, 1967. 


The Blinking Owl Cafe at 
Southend-On-Sea was a popular 
place for motorcyclists to stop- 
off during a weekend ride. 

There were far more of these 
independently-owned roadside 
Cafes in the 1960s and each had its 
own personality attracting both 
regulars and passing road users. 


Customers at the Blinking Owl Cafe, 1967. 


YORIV E+: FY+ Y-—kW DPA 
Hok[FULALT- AGN: ATI) 
ld, RET EU ARON DR PIER 
DI-VVLFCULbEBSAMARY KE 
Ls 1960FHOT FU Alclathle {8 
APESOSBMHEAT x PERBAIICR 
BC THEL. RO FIT IN—BEUO 
TES HARD TUELE. 


Mm 


a) 


RIVER SIDE 
KIOSKS SHOPS 
“i-TO LET 
A.C, FROSTLC? 


ore 


Phil in his Bronx jacket, Cellar Cafe, Windsor, 1967. 


John Keeble and Phil at the Cellar Cafe, Windsor, 1967. 


Windsor is about an hour’s ride 
from London and a favourite 
destination for young motorcyclists 
was The Cellar Coffee Bar. Located 


beside the River Thames, it 


occupied rooms built into the s 


of Windsor Bridge. 


Jan and Bill, Winds 
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and Colin, 1967. 
John Keeble with 1954 Sunbeam Talbot, 1967, 


1959 A10 Super Rocket with a 7R tank, 1967. 


Customised Triumph, 1967. 
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21, 1967 


Triumph 


1968 


The 59 Club was still a thriving meeting place 


in 1968 but changes were taking place; some of 


the older members were forming into groups and 


moving farther afield. 
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Outside the Copper Grill on the way to Woburn, the two Mods didn’t even get a second glance, Maurcen centre, 1968. 


GIDDY 
satl gets 
62HIGH STREET 


WINDSOR 
7e,60/6/2 


The 59 Club set-up camp at the 
1968 Woburn Rally with members 
joining-in to collect firewood. 
Copies of the latest LINK 


magazine were also in sale. 
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(Left to Right) Sheila, Bill and Maureen, Woburn Rally, 1968. 


Maureen & friends, Woburn Rally, 1968. Sheila & Bill, Woburn Rally, 1968. 


1 the M1 motorway; John Keeble’s bike had just blown-up en route back from Woburn, 1968. 


Bill and Shiela, 1968. 


Bikes, Bronx jackets, Wra ngler jeans and Chukka boots. Back in Lonc 


The Isle of Man is a Mecca for 


many riders with people from all 
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over the world making the yearly 


island. 


Island-bound on the ferry. 1968. 
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strake, Isle of Man, 1968 
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Racing on public roads provides 
great excitement but danger is 


always present. 
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The Howstrake Camp Restaurant, Isle of Man, 1968. 


Creg-ny-Baa bike park, Isle of Man TT Races, 1968. 


Leaving the Highlander Inn, Isle of Man, 1968. 
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To be Continued.... 


By 1969, the psychedelic rock movement had reached its peak 
in British youth culture. During the post-hippy era, many teens 
had experienced the alternative lifestyle and experimented with 
the drug scene. Some of the older Rockers also began to change 
their style, following the American motorcycle image as depicted 
in the movie Easy Rider (1969). In addition, the seeds of the punk 
movement had been planted by the Stooges, who had just released 
their groundbreaking first album. 

The next book Lewis Leathers Vol. 2, scheduled to be published in 
2019, will feature another 50 years in the history of D. Lewis /Lewis 
Leathers from the late 1960s to date, including many more great 
jackets from the 1960s and 1970s! 
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Jokers MC, 1970 


ow 
SRT eo 


Oa ae A ee 


Vee 


Last Shoot! 


by Rin Tanaka 


Scene: Grandfather with his grandson at the scrap yard in 1967. 
“Grandad, what are you looking for here? —it’s all just junk!” 
“You need a good eye lad! — one which can spot a diamond 
amongst the coal dust; it takes a lot of experience to know which 
spare part will fit your bike or not, —a pro doesn’t cry after 
making a purchase!” 
Experience makes your life better. Therefore, after reading this 
title I recommend that you go out to a car boot sale, swapmeet 
or vintage store where you can find old D. Lewis products, take 
a good look at them and perhaps you will understand a bit more 
about the era they were made and the passion behind the making 
and owning of these incredible items. 
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